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Arab League denounces 
Algeria massacres 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab League on Sunday 
denounced the “savage and atrocious" massacre in the 
Algerian region of Relizane. where 400 people were 
reportedly slaughtered on the first day of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan. “Committing such savase and 
airocious massacres during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, a month of mercy, proves once more that 
those who carried out these killings are not Muslims." 
a statement said. “Their only goal is to fulfil their 
thirst for destruction and the bloodshed of innocents," 
the Cairo-based 22-member Arab organisation said. 
The Arab League called on the international commu- 
nity to “step up efforts to confront terrorism” and 
expressed its support for the Algerian people and their 
government. 
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Arab League slams 
Turkish-Israeli naval exercises 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab League on Sunday 
warned that joint Turkish-Israeli naval exercises due 
to start Monday in the eastern Mediterranean were 
aimed to put pressure on Iraq and Syria. 'The Arab 
League expresses its deep concern over the Turkish- 
Israeli manoeuvres which will take place off the Syri- 
an coast and believes they are aimed to put pressure 
on Syria and Iraq,” a statement said. 'The manoeuvres 
represent a threat to stability in the region,” the state- 
ment said. U.S. troops will also be taking pan in the 
exercises. The Arab League also urged Turkey to 
reconsider its military cooperation with Israel. Iraq 
and Syria, spearheading several .Arab countries, have 
both denounced the "search and rescue" naval exer- 
cises which they see as a threat to their sovereignty. 
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Dubai to free 
prisoners who 
memorise Koran 

DUBAI (AFP) — In a ges- 
ture coinciding with the 
fasting month of 
Ramadan, the southern 
Gulf emirate of Dubai has 
decided to pardon prison- 
ers who learn the Koran 
Holy Book by heart. 
Newspapers said prisoners 
jailed for murder -or in 
connection with organised 
crime were excluded. The 
order from Sheikh Mak- 
toum Ben Rashed AJ Mak- 
loum, the ruler of Dubai, 
was issued on Saturday. 
The Koran is made up of 
114 “surats” or chapters 
of different lengths that 
are divided into between 
three and 286 verses. In 
19S8, King Fahd of Saudi 
.Arabia, where Islamic 
laws are strictly observed, 
decided to halve the sen- 
tences of prison inmates 
who memorise the Koran. 

Police uncovers 
plans to bomb 
joint Turkish-U.S. 
military base 

.ANKARA (AFP) — 
Police arrested two far-left 
wing militants who were 
planning to attack the joint 
Turkish-U.S. air base of 
Incirlik in southeast 
Turkey, Anatolia news 
agency reported Sunday. 
The Incirlik base hosts an 
international air force. 
“Northern Watch,” which 
monitors the no-flight 
zone north of the 36th Par- 
allel from which the Iraqi 
airforce has been banned 
since the end of the Gulf 
war in 199 1. The two mil- 
itants, a man and a 
woman, were arrested in 
the nearby city of Adana. 
Two home-made bombs 
and two hand grenades 
were seized. Both are sus- 
pected of being members 
of the illegal Popular Lib- 
eration Revolutionary 
Front (DHKP-C) organisa- 
tion, formerly known as ; 
Dev-Sol, the report said. 
Dev-Sol carried out a 
series of spectacular 
attacks in the early 1990s, 
including the murder of 
former army generals and 
a former justice minister. 

Strike in eastern 
Morocco spark s 
violence 

RABAT (AFP) — A 
demonstration by striking 
miners in eastern Morocco 
sparked violent clashes 
with security forces that 
left several people injured 
and caused serious proper- 
ty damage, press reports 
said Sunday. The clashes 
broke out Friday evening 
when- a peaceful demon- 
stration by strikers and 
local residents in the min- 
ing town of Jerrarda was 
"violently put down” by 
police, lie AJ Ittihad AI 
Ichtiraki newspaper said. 
The report accused the 
truncheon-wielding police 
of “failing to discriminate 
between protesters and 
passersby,” who it said 
were - pursued into cafes 
and even their own homes. 
The demonstrators 

responded by setting up 

barricades and burning 
tyres, and clashes contin- 
ued into Saturday morn- 
ing, leaving several people 
injured, including two 
police officers. A bank and 
a cafe were partially 
destroyed. Jerrarda 
became a focus of discon- 
tent last year after the 
authorities closed the 
coalmine that was the sole 
source of employment for 
thousands of local resi- 
dents. 


Levy resigns, sparking 
crisis for Netanyahu 


TEL AVIV |AP) — Bringing 
the government of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to the brink of col- 
lapse, Foreign Minister David 
Levy submined his resigna- 
tion Sunday, saying he is "no 
longer a member of this gov- 
ernment.” 

Mr. Levy bitterly 
denounced the 1 9-month -old 
Netanyahu government for 
both abandoning the peace 
process with the Arabs and 
ignoring the mounting prob- 
lems of Israel's poor and 
unemployed 

T intend today to send a let- 
ter of resignation to the prime 
minister.” Mr. Levy told a 
news conference, making 
good on a threat to resign that 
be made on Thursday. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
regretted Mr. Levy's resigna- 
tion and hoped “he will 
change his mind,” but vowed 
to go on even with a minimal 
parliament majority to die end 
of his term in 2000 “at least.” 

“1 believe the coalition will 
continue," Mr. Netanyahu told 
a news conference, adding die 
government was on the brink 
of resuming the peace process 
and “doing the right thing to 
bring about a secure peace — 
not just a peace on paper.” 

Mr. Levy's aide Yaacov 
Bardugo brought the letter of 
resignation to Mr. 
Netanyahu's office at 7:30 
p.m. local time. By law it 
would go into effect only after 
48 hours — meaning Mr. 
Levy can theoretically still 
bade down. 

Mr. Levy’s threat last week 
to step down over the austere 



Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy announces Sunday 
his resignation from the government saying he no longer 
wanted to stand alone on the issues of peace and social 
welfare (Reuters photo) 


1998 state budget was 
received with some scepti- 
cism. because he has made 
similar threats at least six 
times since the government 
was established in June 1996. 

Mr. Netanyahu responded 
by delaying a vote on the bud- 
get — which he can do for 
three more months before his 
government falls — and try- 
ing to come up with a report- 
ed $ 1 00 million in extra social 
subsidies for lower-income 
Israelis. 

Mr. Levy said Sunday that 
despite Mr. Netanyahu’s 
efforts, he has concluded that 
"the partnership had failed." 

Hanan Ashrawi. a senior 
member in the Palestinian 
cabinet, said the chaos in 


Israeli politics was likely to 
cause a delay in the peace 
process even as the United 
Stales was pushing for 
progress. 

Ms. Ashrawi said that with- 
out Mr. Levy, Mr. Netanyahu 
would be more dependent on 
cabinet hardliners, meaning 
“be will have a ready made 
excuse not to implement 
agreements and try to appease 
the settlers by building more 
settlements.” New elections, 
meanwhile, could “be used as 
a pretext to put the peace 
process on hold.” 

However. Mr. Netanyahu 
badly trails opposition Labour 
Party leader Ehud Barak in 
the polls, and a return of the 
dovish Labour Party to power 


would certainly speed the 
peace process up. 

Labour announced it would 
bring a motion of no-confi- 
dence in parliament next 
week. If it wins an absolute 
majority, elections could be 
held within two months. 

“This government has 
shamed iis voters,” Mr. Barak 
said in Tel Aviv. "The gap 
between what Netanyahu 
promised and what is happen- 
ing... is so grave that we can- 
not go on.” 

Without Mr. Levy's Gesber 
faction. Mr. Netanyahu's 
coalition falls to a minimal 61 
members in the 120-member 
parliament — and he could 
well face more defections 
from other supporters of the 
peace process in his coalition, 
and from rebels in his Likud 
Party. 

“If the peace process stops 
because of Levy's resignation, 
obviously it will bring [new] 
elections,” said Police Minis- 
ter Avigdor Kahalani, bead of 
the centrist Third Way Party. 

Hardline Agriculture Minis- 
ter Rafael Eitan admitted that 
"the government in its present 
form is hanging by a thread” 
and called on Mr. Netanyahu 
to initiate new elections him- 
self. 

Other coalition members, 
including Immigration Minis- 
ter Yuli Edelstein. called for a 
new Labour-Ukud “unity 
government.” 

Despite the political crisis, 
the United Stales is not reliev- 
ing pressure on Mr. 
Netanyahu to deliver on 

(Continued on page 3) 



OCCUPIERS MADE TO LEAVE: Armed Israeli troops watch Jewish settlers leave a 
Palestinian house they occupied in Hebron Sunday. The Israeli army detained some 20 
Jewish settlers who had taken over a house in the heart of the West Bank town (Reuters 
photo) 

Jewish settlers occupy Arab homes 
in Hebron as tensions escalate 


HEBRON (AFP i — 

Dozens of Jewish settlers 
occupied empty houses 
belonging to Palestinians in 
the old town of Hebron for 
several hours on Sunday 
morning in protest at 
alleged attacks on their 
homes. before being evict- 
ed. 

Witnesses said the set- 
tlers, who moved in under 
cover of darkness, were 
evicted by security forces 
and around 30 were arrest- 
ed by Israeli border police. 

Those detained were later 
released but charges were 
slated to be filed against 
several for disturbing pub- 
lic order and entering an 
area that had been declared 
a closed military zone to 
prevent mgre settlers from 
moving in. 


Settlers say the army is 
not giving them adequate 
protection against Palestin- 
ian attacks and have asked 
the army for permission to 
conduct their own armed 
patrols in the old town, but 
the army has refused. 

Tensions have risen 
sharply in Hebron in recent 
days after Palestinians 

threw two home-made 

bombs into the yard of a 
nursery run by settlers on 
Friday, causing no injuries, 
military sources said. 

In addition, two Israelis 
were lightly injured from 
stones thrown by Palestini- 
ans over the weekend, the 
army said. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu told his cabinet 
Sunday that he supported 
increasing security for the 


Hebron settlers but no deci- 
sion was taken to do so. 

The Israeli army com- 
mander in Hebron told 
reporters Sunday that it was 
impossible to guard 100 per 
cent against attacks in the 
city where the two commu- 
nities live so close together 
but new security measures 
had been enacted. 

Israel complained to the 
Palestinian National 

Authority in December 
about bomb and petrol 
bomb attacks against the 
Jewish enclave in Hebron. 

Israel withdrew in Janu- 
ary 1997 from 80 per cent 
of Hebron which has a pop- 
ulation of 140.000 Pales- 
tinians. Israel has kept con- 
trol of the town centre 
where 400 Jewish settlers 
live. 


Dates set for Clinton meetings with Algeria’s first upper house 
Netanyahu, Arafat in Washington 0 f parliament inaugurated 


TEL AVIV (API — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton will 
meet with Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu Jan. 
20 and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat two days later 
in Washington in an effort to 
break the impasse in the 
peace process, officials here 
announced Sunday. 

The dale for both meetings 
was set in telephone conver- 
sations between U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright and the leaders Sat- 
urday night. 

Mr. Netanyahu's office 
confirmed Israeli media 
reports that the meeting 
would take place Jan. 20 and 
President Arafat's office 
announced a separate meet- 
ing with the Palestinian 
leader would be held Jan. 
22 . 

Initially, Israeli officials 
had hoped the meeting 
would take place at the end 
of January or the beginning 
of February. Israel Radio 


quoted unnamed sources in 
Washington who said the 
White House rejected a 
request by Mr. Netanyahu to 
delay the meeting by at least 
a week. 

This reflected a U.S. sense 
of urgency in dealing with 
the impasse between the 
sides and bringing about 
promised further Israeli 
pullbacks from the West 
Bank. After a cabinet meet- 
ing. Mr. Arafat released a 
statement early Saturday 
momi ng saying that he 
blamed" the Israeli govern- 
ment for the stagnation of 
the peace process in the past 
year, despire American 
efforts, and called for Israel 
to respect its commitments 
to withdraw from more of 
the West Bank. 

President Clinton and the 
leaders are expected to dis- 
cuss the scope of a limited 
pullback by Israel in the 
West Bank. Israel has not 
yet come up with an offer 


PNA demands Ross arrival 
on time despite new crisis 

JERICHO (AFP) — The Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) appealed to Washington Sunday not to let the political 
crisis wracking the government in Israel derail U.S. efforts to 
revive the peace process. Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakar 
said the Palestinians feared that Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu would use the crisis sparked by the res- 
ignation Sunday of his moderate foreign minister. David 
Levy, as “an excuse" to avoid carrying out a long-promised 
troop withdrawal from the West Bank. Mr. Erakat told AFP 
that the PNA wanted U.S. special envoy Dennis Ross to 
maintain a visit to the region scheduled to begin Tuesday 
despite Mr. Levy’s resignation and subsequent turmoil in 
Israel. “The Palestinian Authority fears that Netanyahu will 
ase the crisis as an excuse to give more bribes to fanatic set- 
tlers... and to avoid implementing agreements, mainly the 
troop redeployment." Mr. Erakat said. "We contacted the 
Americans today and informed them of this position, 
demanding that this not effect the mission of Ross.” he said. 


because of internal debate 
over how much of the West 
Bank it must retain for secu- 
rity reasons. 

According to Israeli media 
reports, the Clinton adminis- 


tration prefers Mr. 
Netanyahu to come to the 
meeting without a specific 
decision on a redeployment 
in order to allow for more 
flexible talks. 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alge- 
ria's first upper house of 
parliament was inaugurated 
Sunday with an over- 
whelming majority of pro- 
presidential senators while 
opposition parries protest- 
ed the “constitutional dic- 
tatorship” of President 
Liamine Zeroual. 

In last month's vote, the 
pro-presidential National 
Democratic Rally (RND) 
rook 80 of the 96 seats 
which make up two thirds 
of the Council of the 
Nation, Algeria's upper 
chamber. The remaining 
third was hand-picked by 
Mr. Zeroual. 

The establishment of the 
council is the last of Alge- 
ria's institutional reforms, 
which began with the elec- 
tion of Mr. Zeroual in 
November 1996. 

Pro-government, allies, 
the National Liberation 
Front (FLN) and the 


Islamist Movement of 

Society for Peace (MSP) 
won respectively 10 and 
two seats in the council, 
leaving a mere four seats to 
the Socialist Forces Front 
(FFS) opposition party. 

The leader of the FFS, 
Hocine Ait Ahmad, 

denounced the inaugura- 
tion of the senate, which 
approves bills passed on by 
the lower chamber by a 
two-thirds majority, as the 
creation of a “constitution- 
al dictatorship.” 

Meanwhile, the pro-gov- 
ernment daily AJ Moud- 
jahid praised the inaugura- 
tion, calling Algeria “one 
of the rare countries in the 
south to have legitimate 
institutions, a pluralistic 
democracy, and the rule of 
law.” 

Bachir Boumaza. a for- 
mer minister under presi- 
dents Ahmad Ben Bella 
and Houari Boumediene 


chosen by Mr. Zeroual, is 
foreseen as senate presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Zeroual 's regime has 
been pressing ahead with 
political and economic 
reforms despite ongoing 
massacres and bomb 
attacks routinely blamed 
on Islamist extremists. 

Algeria's current unrest 
goes back to 1992 when the 
military — which has the 
ultimate say in the North 
African country — can- 
celled legislative elections 
that the now-banned Islam- 
ic Salvation Front (FIS) 
was set to win. 

Lip to 80.000 are feared 
to have died in the conflict, 
according to an estimate 
last year by the human 
rights group Amnesty 
International, which 
blamed the government as 
well as Islamists for carry- 
ing out brutal acts. 


Kurdish refugee flood raises stakes for Italy and Turkey 


ROME (AFP) — A sudden 
flood of mostly Kurdish 
refugees headed from Turkey 
to Italy has sparked a diplo- 
matic row between Rome and 
Ankara which threatens to rip- 
ple across the European 
Union. 

Italian Interior Minister 
Giorgio Napoli tano Friday 
confirmed his governments 
position that “we are looking 
at offering political asylum’ 
to the refugees, of which 
1,217 have already landed in 
the last week and thousands of 
others are reported to be on 
their way. 

Such a measure was 
required when Italy was con- 
fronted with “foreigners 


belonging to persecuted eth- 
nic groups or who come from 
countries where their civil and 
political rights are not respect- 
ed," he said in what was seen 
as a reference to Turkey's 
campaign againsr Kurdish 
separatist rebels. 

Mr. Napolitano’s remarks 
drew a heated response from 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ismail Cem who portrayed 
the exodus as being organised 
by “criminal and smuggling 
networks.” 

Mr. Cem 3dde± “If Euro- 
pean countries give political 
asylum to those who emigrate 
for economic reasons, that 
will encourage other illegal 
immigrants to take the same 


paih.” 

Observers say the rapid 
escalation of the problem and 
its political runoff across the 
EU could be behind Turkey’s 
approach. 

“We are ready to take back 
all the illegal immigrants 
coming from Turkey” Mr. 
Cem was quoted as saying in 
the Italian press. 

On Thursday Italian author- 
ities brought 386 immigrants 
— mostly Kurds from Turkey 
and Iraq but also a dozen Ira- 
nians and around one hundred 
Sri Lankans — into port after 
they were found abandoned 
aboard a ship. 

Les s than a week earlier, 

831 mostly Turkish Kurds and 


Iraqi illegal immigrants on a 
Turkish boat were brought 
ashore. Two hundred and 
sixty-seven of them have 
demanded political asylum. 

Italian authorities say some 
5.500 refugees arrived in Italy 
by boat during 1997. The vast 
majority were Kurds, some 

3.000 in all the officials said. 
According to Turkish press 

reports published on Wednes- 
day, more refugees could be 
on their way with two ships 
carrying a total of 2,000 large- 
ly Kurdish immigrants head- 
ing for either Greece or Italy. 

The Italian press said Friday 
there were three boats ready 
to leave Turkey with a total of 

5.000 people aboard. 


The exodus has caused con- 
cern in Italy’s two northern 
neighbours, Germany and 
Austria, both of whom have 
re imposed border controls 
just one month after lifting 
them under the so-called 
Schengen bonder agreement 
which ends frontier checks 
between EU states. 

A diplomatic source in 
Rome said Italy was contem- 
plating asking its EU partners 
with sizeable Kurdish popula- 
tions to accord them “special 
status” 

Political parties in Italy’s 
governing coalition have 
called for international 
observers to be sent to south- 
east Turkev and northwest 


Iraq where Kurdish separatists 
are particularly active, and 
criticised what they called 
Ankara’s policy of eradica- 
tion. 

An estimated 15 million 
Kurds live in Turkey, princi- 
pally in the southeast, and a 
further six million live in Iran, 
four million in northern Iraq 
under UNI- protection, ami 1.5 
million in Syria. There are 
also small Kurdish popular 
tions in die former Soviet 
Union. 

Over 25,000 people have 
died in Turkey's crackdown 
on the Kurdish separatists' 
armed struggle over the past 
12 years. 

The implications go beyond 


EU immigration laws, howev- 
er. Ai stake is also wider polit- 
ical relations between Turkey 
and die European Union, 
which have been severely 
strained since last month 
when EU members voted to 
deny Turkey the same status 
as other countries seeking 
membership in die bloc. 

Yves Doutriaux, spokesman 
for the French foreign min- 
istry, said the surge in Kurdish 
refugees and the ensuing 
developments meant that the 
time may have come for the 
EU to examine its links with 
Turkey and for the interna- 
tional communin’ to look 
more closely at Iraq. 
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PNA resumes contacts with Hamas 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) and the 
opposition group Isl&mic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) have recently 
renewed efforts for a politi- 
cal dialogue, Pales tinian 
officials said Sunday. 

“There are attempts to 
renew the meetings,'' 
Hamas spokesman Abdul 
Aziz Rantissi told AFP. “So 
far. no agenda or timetable 
or venue has been set up.” 

“There are no obstacles. 
Nobody imposed any pre- 
conditions'' Mr. Rantissi 
added. 

Syria urges 
France 
to boost 
European 
role 

in Mideast 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria's official press on 
Sunday called on France to 
boost the European 
Union’s role in efforts to 
revive the Middle East 
peace process, as the coun- 
try’s vice president was to 
make an impromptu visit to 
Paris. 

“France has already made 
efforts to reactivate the 
peace process, particularly 
with the arrival in power of 
President Jacques Chirac, 
and it would be useful if 
Paris played the role of cat- 
alyst for an active and effi- 
cient European position," 
said government newspa- 
per Tishrin. 

“Tangible measures must 
be taken against Israeli 
leaders to get them to 
review their policies of 
aggression and expansion," 
the paper said, adding that 
the “solid’' relations 
between Syria and France 
would help efforts for 
peace in the region. 

Israeli-Syrian peace talks 
have been stalled since 
February 1996. with Israel 
refusing Syrian demands 
that it return the Golan 
Heights, which Israel has 
occupied since 1967. 

Syrian Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam, 
accompanied by Foreign 
Minister Farouk Sharaa, 
was due to hold talks in 
Paris Sunday with French 
Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine. 

He and Mr. Sharaa will 
have a meeting on Monday 
with President Jacques 
Chirac, who was in Damas- 
cus a year ago as part of a 
tour during which he said 
Europe should play a big- 
ger role in the search for 
lasting peace in the Middle 
East. 


Palestinian Communica- 
tions Minister Imad Falouji. 
a former Hamas leader, said 
only that contacts were con- 
tinuing between the sides. 

“The PNA is not against 
any dialogue, it was the 
president [Yasser Arafat] 
who first called for the dia- 
logue, and still calls for its 
continuation,” Mr. Falouji 
told AFP. “This is not a dia- 
logue between Hamas and 
the PNA. but a dialogue 
between all the factions." 
Mr. Falouji added. 

The last meeting between 
the sides was on Aug. 20 in 
Gaza. 


' By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A 34-year-old 
man on trial at the State 
Security Court for plotting 
subversive acts and smug- 
gling weapons to the West 
Bank Sunday said he 
owned weapons because he 
was a member of a radical 
Palestinian group until 
1992. 

Ismat Shukri is charged 
with manufacturing explo- 
sives in 1995 with the intent 
of using them against 
tourists, a charge that could 
carry the death penalty, and 
with smuggling weapons to 
the West Bank from 1995 to 
1997 via the Dead Sea. 

Two other defendants. Ali 
Abdul Karim and Moham- 
mad Mubarak, are being 
tried in absentia on the 
same charges. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A . 
Turkish submarine is to 
make a first visit to the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) on Tuesday, amid 
conflicting signals over 
joint manoeuvres by the 
two navies. 

The Turkish embassy said 
Sunday that the 1 .400- 
tonne TCG Preveze would 
spend three days at Abu 
Dhabi’s Port Zayed, follow- 
ing a four-day goodwill 
visit to Kuwait. 

While at berth, its com- 
mander Bulent Kul will be 
received by the UAE navy 
chief, it said in a statement. 
High-ranking officers and 
engineers from the UAE 
armed forces and naval 
command are to visit the 
vessel. 

The embassy made no 
mention of previous Turk- 
ish statements that the sub- 
marine would participate in 
joint military games with 
the UAE navy in the Gulf of 


The primary concern in 
the talks of Hamas, the 
main opposition group to 
President Arafat in the 
Palestinian territories, is to 
win the release of its mem- 
bers from Palestinian jails. 

'Hamas accuses the PNA 
of bending to U.S. and 
Israeli pressure to crack 
down on Hamas by arrest- 
ing dozens of its activists. 

Hamas opposes the peace 
process with Israel and has 
claimed responsibility for 
most of the anti-Israeli 
attacks that have killed 
scores of people since 
Palestinian autonomy was 


“I was a member of a 
Palestinian faction until 
1992. and during that time I 
gave some weapons to Ali 
Abdul Karim upon his 
request, without knowing 
that he was exporting 
them." said Mr. Shukri, 
who is pleading not guilty. 

The defendant told the 
court that he was not physi- 
cally tortured by security 
forces during his interroga- 
tion. 

But Mr. Shukri added: “I 
was threatened and 
deprived of sleep for seven 
nights, so I signed eight 
empty papers to end this 
suffering." 

“During my detention, the 
authorities would not let me 
contact my daughter who 
had undergone an opera- 
tion, or my sick mother," 
the defendant said. 

Last month, several pros- 


Oman. • 

Mr. Kul told reporters in 
Kuwait on Saturday that the 
43-crew submarine would 
join the UAE in naval exer- 
cises. despite denials Friday 
by the UAE defence min- 
istry. » 

“We have no plans for 
joint exercises with TH.cy 
and there are no manoeu- 
vres at all in the Gulf of 
Oman.” a defence source 
said Sunday. 

The Preveze is visiting 
the Gulf at a time of 
protests in the Arab World 
over Turkey's joint naval 
exercises with Israel and 
the United States due to 
start on Monday in the east- 
ern Mediterranean. 

Syria, at odds with 
Ankara over its alleged sup- 
port for Turkish Kurd sepa- 
ratist guerrillas, has said it 
is targeted by the exercises. 

Meanwhile in Baghdad, 
an official Iraqi newspaper 
urged Arab states to take a 


established in 1994. 

The organisation has 
accused the PNA of making 
attempts at dialogue only 
for show, without a real 
interest in reconciliation. 
The dialogue efforts were 
damaged in October when 
Israel released from prison 
Hamas spiritual leader 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin after 
the PNA had arrested 
dozens of Hamas members 
at Israel's demand. 

“We welcome the dia- 
logue bur recent contacts 
have not achieved anything 
as of yet," Mr. Rantissi said. 


ecution witnesses testified 
under oath that they found 
automatic weapons and 
explosives in the defen- 
dant's bouse and in a suit- 
case. which the prosecution . 
is charging belonged to Mr. 
Shukri, hidden in the Zara . 
area near the Dead sea. 

“In 1991. I took posses- ' 
sion of two machine guns, 
which the authorities found j 
in my house, while I was a • 
member of the Palestinian 
faction.” he added. 

At the end of the 50- 
minute session, the defence 
team asked the court to sub- 
poena four witnesses in the 
case. 

The military court, headed 
by Judge Yousef Faouri. and 
including Judges Ahmad 
Ayash and Fawaz Boqour, 
approved the defence's 
request and adjourned the 
trial to Jan. 7. 


firm stand against Turkey 
over its military coopera- 
tion with Israel and their 
joint naval exercises in the 
eastern Mediterranean. 

“Warnings are no longer 
enough," said Babel, a daily 
run by President Saddam 

HllW ; n’« pWcr con f Mnv. 
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firm Arab action is 
absolutely necessary to 
show the decision-makers 
in Ankara what losses they 
risk by pursuing their poli- 
cies,” it said. 

“The Turkish regime has 
chosen, without hesitation, 
to adopt a hostile policy 
toward the Arab World and 
to step up cooperation with 
the enemies of the Arabs,” 
charged Babel. 

An Iraqi official warned 
that the Israeli-Turkish- 
U.S. exercises due to start 
on Monday posed “a .seri- 
ous threat to Arab national 
security." 


Defendant charged with smuggling 
weapons to W. Bank offers testimony 


Turkish submarine to visit UAE 

Baghdad urges Arab countries to 
take firm, stand against Ankara 



An Iraqi guard checks the identity of a driver as he moves into the U.N. compound Sunday-i An unarmed rocket 
propelled grenade slammed into the building on Friday. The grenade was not loaded with explosives and no ok 
claimed responsibility for the attack. Iraq has accused the inspectors of espionage and Mid it would never permit 
them to enter about 60 presidential palaces proclaimed off-limits by President Saddam Hussein (AP photo) 

Iraqi diplomat puts blame on dissidents, 
Israel or U.S. for assassination attempt 


AMMAN (AP) — An Iraqi 
diplomat who survived an 
assassination attempt put the 
blame Sunday on either Iraqi 
dissidents or Israel or the 
United States. 

Speaking a day after a gun- 
man in a passing car shot at 
him. commercial counsellor 
Rahim Taher told reporters 
the attacker aimed to wreck 
the recently strained ties 
between Iraq and Jordan. 

“They do not want our 
relations with Jordan to get 
better or smoother" Mr. 
Taher said. 

Relations between the two 
countries deteriorated 


shaiply after Dec. 8, when 
Iraq executed four Jordani- 
ans convicted of smuggling 
car parts worth $850. Jordan 
recalled its charge d'affaires 
from Baghdad and expelled 
several Iraqi diplomats. But 
ties improved some what in 
late December when Iraq 
renewed a contract to sell oil 
to Jordan at below-market 
rates. 

Mr. Taher said he was 
starting his car in front of his 
house in Jabal Amman dis- 
trict Saturday morning when 
a passenger in a car fired a 
shot at him with a silencer- 
equipped pistol. 


Neither Mr. Taher. 45, nor 
his 14-year-old son were 
injured, but the bullet hit the 
car. The diplomat said he 
had noticed the same rented 
car following him last 
Wednesday. 

Asked who were the per- 
petrators, Mr. Taher said: 
"Either the Iraqi opposition 
groups or Israel or the Unit- 
ed States." 

Iraqi Ambassador Noun A1 
Weiss told reporters the 
attempt was carried out “by 
some elements who do not 
want to see any rapproche- 
ment in relations between 
Jordan and Iraq taking 


place" 

He ! added: “There arc 
some parties who are unhap- 
py because ties between Jor- 
dan and Iraq started to reuan 
to normal... They are trying 
to fish in troubled waters.” 

Jordan's acting minis ter rf 
information, Nasser Lawn, 
said Saturday his govern- 
ment was treating the affair 
as a "normal security inci- 
dent" until the gunman and 
his driver are arrested. 

Jordanian security officials 
have seized several rented 
cars answering Mr. Taher’s 
description. 


Iraqi refugees in Europe claim responsibility I 
for attack on Saddam’s son — Arab weekly J 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The 
attempted assassination 12 
...onths aj,v.- . . . -iJcnt 

Saddam Hussein’s elder son 
Uday was committed by four 
Iraqi refugees in Europe with 
no links to the Iraqi opposi- 
tion. according to an Arab 
weekly. 

In an article to be published 
Monday by A1 Wassat one of 
the refugees said the group 
planned the attack, which 
seriously wounded Uday, as 
their own personal “blow' 
against the [Iraqi] regime." 

Responsibility for the 
attack has been claimed by 
the outlawed Iraqi Shiite 
party Al Dawa. while Mr. 
Hussein himself has blamed 
Iran. 

But the refugee, writing 


under the pen-name Abu 
Firas. denied any contact 
with the Iraqi opposition or 
foreign agencies. 

“We challenge the Al Dawa 
party to prove its claim.” Mr. 
Firas told Al Wassat, the 
weekly supplement to Al 
Hayat 

He added that “we do not 
want to be the tool of any for- 
eign party," and said his 
group kept its plans for the 
attack “completely secret.” 

The four refugees, three of 
whom fled Iraq in 1994, and 
the fourth who has been liv- 
ing in Europe since the early 
1990s, plotted the attack after 
deciding it would be impossi- 
ble to instigate a coup against 
President Hussein. 

“We concluded that it was 


our duty to launch a blow 
against the regime,” Mr. Firas 
said. 

The group chose to attack 
Uday Hussein because he 
“represents the ugliest side of 
the regime” Mr. Firas said, 
citing the “arrogance" of the 
Iraqi president's son and the 
“blind violence of his acts." 

According to the Iraqi 
refugee, the group obtained 
false Dutch passports and 
flew to Cambodia to be "out 
of the reach of Jraqi intelli- 
gence services.” There they 
paid $30,000 to a police offi- 
cial and "drug trafficker” to 
give them military training. 

Infiltrating into Iraq 
through Kurdistan, three 
members of the group then 
observed the movements of 


Mr. Hussein. Two of than, 
armed with assault rifles hid- 
den in carts rented fit® 
strolling vendors then riddled 
his car with bullets as it 
passed in downtown Bagh- 
dad. according to Mr. Fins. 

“A pretty girl was used as 
bait Uday, who was droing 
in his Porsche stopped to talk 
with her," Mr. firas said. Tie 
group, including the girl fie 0 
fled Iraq and crossed a* 0 
Iran, he said. 

Mr. Hussein, struck by H 
bullets in the atnd.J^ 
accused Iran of being belaid 
the attack. 

He emerged from hasp 121 
on crutches six months aftff 
the attack, and has since te® 
seen using a walking s®* 
during public appearances- 


JORDAN TELEVI- 
SIQN 

TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 


14:00 Holy Koran 

14:10 Hammerman 

14:30 ..French Programmes 

16:15 Prayers 

16:30 Believe and Behave 

17:00 Riding High 

17:30 .The Animal Show 

18:00 ....... Neighbours 

18:30 .News Headlines 

18:35 Hope and Gloria 

19rO0 - .News in French 

19:15 Ramadan Talks 

19- J5 .The Health Show 

20:01 ..- .OveraCupofTea 

20- 30 .Country Music 

21:10 —Highlander 

22:00 ...News in English 

2230 -..Emergency Room 

23:15 - .Cosmos 

24:00 Islam in a changing World 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:10 Fajr 

0632 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:41 Dhuhr 

14:27...... Asr 

1630, Maghreb 

18:12 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary or Nazareth Church 
Swofieh. Tel. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

I St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
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Church of the Annunication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Safle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tet. 77 1 75 1 . 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Weather will be cold and partly 
cloudy. There will be a chance of 
scattered showers. Winds will be 
northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba skies will be partly cloudy 
with a chance of scattered show- 
ers. Winds will lw northerly mod- 
erate and seas calm. 


MmJMax. temp. 

Amman- 05/1 1 

Aqaba. —09/19 

Deserts -.04/12 

Jordan Vafley 12/17 

Yesterdays high temperatures: 
Amman 12. Aqaba 20 Humidity 
readings: Amman 69 per cent. 
Aqaba 50 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhles Mazahrah ....820425 
Dr. Wissam Hzayyin .748563 
Dr. Abdul HadiTayyim 620115 
Dr. Munther Al Qraini 779959 

Firas pharmacy -.66 1912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Naixoukh pharmacy -.623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy -.644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneb ....250080 

Al Quds pharmacy {— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziyad Jghaitim ....-99299 1 
Khalifeh pharmacy .985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department — 66111 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue R:<iice_- 191 6211 II. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617 101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661 176 

&. Sevira^: Comptitts —397407 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787 III 

Telephone information (directory 

assistance) - -121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repair? 661101 

Jordan Television .....773 1 ! 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority 8 156 1 5 

Electric Power Co...- G363S I 

RJ Right Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Cam ...8 1 38 1 3G2 

Khalidi Maternity. 64428 1/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Madias. J. Amman 636 1 40 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisuni Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital -.667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ah!i. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775 III /26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 


Govt. 


Zarqa 


AMMAN: 
Luzmila ...... 


.630195 


Hospital 

.<09)983323 

National Hospital 

- f 09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital— (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
- (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Banna Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

- (02)272275 

fbn Al Nafecs Hospital 
<02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3 14 1 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ J information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL (08)53200-5. 
where it should always be verified. 
Injbmuuim ori other flights can he 
supplied on phone OR (52700). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa fRJ) 

08 J5 Damascus (RJ) 

08 J5 Jeddah tRJ) 

09:15 ........New Delhi (RJ) 

09:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 - Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Osaka. Jakarta. Dubai (RJ) 

16:20 Cairn (RJ) 

16:25 — London (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:35 ..—..Casablanca, Tunis fRJ) 

19:45 Rome(RJ) 

20:05 Milan (RJ) 

20:15 Bangkok, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

22:00 Vienna (RJ) 

22:25 ............Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Wfc30 .... Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

01:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

Other Flights 


04:15 London (BA) 

09:15 Cairo (MS) 

09 JO Al ’Arish(PF) 

12:00 Khartoum (SD) 

1-3:25 Bahrain (GF) 

J 4 '-30 Doha (QR) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

16:00 Dubai (EK) 

18:00 Istanbul (SD) 

20:00 .............Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:10 Paris, Damascus (AF) 

22:30 Athens (OA ) 

0l ; 25 — . — Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06:05 Tel Aviv (RW) 

07:25 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

07:15 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

09:50 .... Aqaba (RW) 

11:10 —Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
12:00 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) ^ 

Aqaba (RW) 

~:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) ^ 


] 12:05 Kuwaiti 

Il2i30 .Cairo 

1 20:00 Jeddah I RJi 

^ 20:15 -.Bahrain. 

20:45 Abu Dhabi (W 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (R 11 

21 JO ..Damascus (W 1 

22:45 Sanaa I W 

'01:15 -.—Jeddah (W 

Other Fights 

06:00 .Istanbul (ft' 

08:00 

08:25 London (BA) 

10:30 -Al'An^ 

10:30 - — CarefM 5 

13:20 - Istanbul^ 

14:15 Bahrain (GP 

15:50 Doha^' 

15:50 Vienna 

17:00 Damascus, Dubai 

19:00 Khartoum P» 

21:20 ***** 

23:53. J3arnascus,Pa* ( - 

02:25 Amsttfl^£\ 

03:00 Attend 


departures 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

- Beirut (RJ) 

iu:l5 — Frankfurt London (RJ) 
U:00 .Amsterdam, Chicago tRJ) 

- - Milan (RJ) 

jSh ~ -Rome(RJ) 

} ” -Aqaba, Vienna (RJ) 

L:00 Vienna (RJ) 


05:30 Amman (Maria Aitp® 1 ' - 

06:50 - 

07:55 ...-Amman (QAIA) ^ 
08:50 Amman (Marka 

H 

11:40 .....Amman (QAIA) 1* 

20i30 .—Amman (QAIA)I 

21:50 


m 


Home News 



Jordan Times, Monday, January 5, 1998 



KING BESTOWS ISTJKLAL MEDALS: His Majesty King Hussein Sunday bestows 
Jordan's Independence Ostikla]) Medal of the First Order upon HRH Princess Aisha 
in" appreciation of her contributions to the advancement of Jordanian women and in 
recognition of her role in the humanitarian and social fields. King Hussein also 
bestowed the same medal on Princess Aisha 's husband, Zeid Sa'duddin Juma’a, in 
appreciation of his services in the social and charitable fields iPhoto by Maldos) 


Item allowing debate on immediate 
matters reinstated on Parliament agenda 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special to l he Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Lower 
House deputies Sunday 
were able to convince 
Speaker Sa'd Hayel Srour 
to reinstate an item on the 
sessions’ agendas that 
would give them the right 
to question the govern' 
ment on its policies 
regarding matters of 
immediate concern. 

The deputies were upset 
by their inability yester- 
day to discuss Iordan’s 
decision to “observe” the 
Jan. S military exercises 
by Turkish, Israeli, and 
U.S. navies in the eastern 
Mediterranean. Despite 
repeated attempts by a 
number of deputies to dis- 


cuss the matter, Mr. Srour 
insisted the item was not 
on the agenda. 

The item, known as 
"current, urgent matters 
worth discussing,” was 
used by deputies to ques- 
tion the prime minister 
and his team over perti- 
nent government deci- 
sions or to discuss any 
day-to-day issues of con- 
cern. 

The item, though not 
mentioned in the House's 
internal regulations, 
became a tradition in 
recent Parliaments but 
was omitted with the 
beginning of the House’s 
ordinarv session on Nov. 
29. 

Mr. Srour told the 80- 
seat House yesterday that 


45 deputies handed him a 
petition asking the House 
to reinstate the item due to 
its relative significance. 

“Lately we have been 
coming to Parliament to 
discuss simple legislative 
matters, and to delete a 
letter here and a word 
there. 1 believe the House 
has a much more substan- 
tial role than that,” 
Deputy Mohammad Oran 
said. 

Even though some 
deputies differed on the 
technicalities regarding 
the reinstatement of the 
item, most of them agreed 
on its necessity. 

"1 agree with the 
deputies calling for the 
re introduction of this 
good tradition, because it 


enables us to handle sensi- 
tive issues that cannot 
wait.” Deputy Nazih 
Ammarin said. 

In previous Parliaments, 
each deputy wishing to 
discuss matters that would 
fall under this item, the 
last on the session's agen- 
da, was restricted to two 
minutes. 

Some deputies com- 
plained that the time allo- 
cated for them to speak 
was too short and asked to 
raise the time to three or 
five minutes. 

“Two minutes is not 
enough, and I therefore 
ask for five minutes, as 
long as deputies commit 
to discussing important 
matters that are of concern 
to the country as a whole 


and not to one's electoral 
district,'* Deputy Mansour 
Murad said. 

Other deputies argued 
over whether this item 
should fall first or last on 
the agenda. 

"I ask the House to leave 
the item as the last one on 
the agenda so that those 
who wish to speak will 
not leave at the beginning 
of the session." Deputy 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh 
said. 

The House, meanwhile, 
resumed its discussion of 
a draft customs law. which 
was carried over from the 
12th Parliament. A total of 
IS5 articles out of the 
law’s 256 have now been 
endorsed. 
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Early tax 
filers can 
benefit from 
discount — 
department 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Income Tax Department 
(ITD) Sunday announced 
that taxpayers can benefit 
from a six per cent discount 
on their income tax for 
1997 if they submit state- 
ments before the end of 
January. 

ITD Director Mansour 
Haddadin said his depart- 
ment has mailed income 
tax forms, which should be 
filled out and returned. 
Taxpayers who have no 
post office boxes will 
receive their forms through 
the local authorities in the 
various -gave morales, he 

Ti^yfcrs F - wfief fail to 
receive forms should 
enquire in person at the 
department or at its branch- 
es around the Kingdom for 
a settlement as soon as pos- 
sible, he said- 

Persons with complaints, 
enquiries, or suggestions 
pertaining to filing income 
tax forms can contact the 
ITD bv telephone at 
5535613. 

Citizens whose monthly 
income is JD500 or above 
are required by law to fill 
out ITD forms and provide 
particulars about their 
income during the pasr 
year. 
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* Exhibition of writing 
arabesque, miniature on 
jsilk by Hatouf Hijazi 
Tabba’a, at the Jordan 
Arts and Crafts Centre, 
Jabal Amman, 2nd Circle 
(Tel. 647858) until Jan. 
15. 

a Display of Bani 
Hamida handicrafts 
(rugs, cushions, and wall 
hangings') at Bani Hami- 
da House, Jabal Amman 
(Tel. 658696/7), until 
Jan. 5. 

* ^ “Modem Bulgarian 
An” at Baladna Art 
.Gallery, Gardens Street 
Hel. 5537598), until Jan. 

* Works by a hundred 
artists from Iraq, Syria. 
Sudan, Lebanon and Jor- 
dan at Hamourabi An 
'Gallery, Gardens Street, 
W Feb. 20 (Tel. 
5536098). 

* Works by contempo- 
rary Arab artists at Darat 
A1 Funun, Jabal Weib- 
deh. 


Higher Court postpones 
final ruling on weeklies 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Higher 
Court of Justice has for the 
fourth time in three months 
postponed a final ruling in 
the case presented by eight 
weekly newspapers con- 
testing the government’s 
interpretation of Article 24 
of the temporary Press and 
Publications Law.* 
According to officials, the 
Higher Court's final ruling 
on the case is expected to 
be handed down on Jan. 26. 

The eight weeklies accuse 
the government of violating 
the new press law imposed 
by the Cabinet on May 17. 

Article 24 of the law 
states that weekly papers 
should increase their “reg- 
istered" capital to 
JD300.000. The weeklies 
insist that the point does not 
mean, actually- paying, the 
junount, while the govern- _ 
Y meifrmsts£sit r d66si • - 

According to their inter- 
pretation of the law, most of 
the weeklies have adjusted 
their situation by “register- 
ing" the total amount 
requested and depositing 
only half in the bank. This 
did not satisfy the govern- 
ment. which insisted chat 
the capital must be fully 
deposited in cash in the 
bank. 


The government, there- 
fore, suspended 13 week- 
lies in September, and 
revoked their licences in 
November. Eight of the 
weeklies went to the High- 
er Court contesting the gov- 
ernment’s decision, claim- 
ing that the law was 
■■unconstitutional” and vio- 
lated their acquired rights. 

Nidal Mansour. editor of 
Al Hadath weekly, 
expressed disappointment 
with the postponement, 
saying dial “we had hoped 
that the Higher Court 
would have come up with a 
decision by now, but unfor- 
tunately it hasn't." 

The issue is no longer 
confined only to restric- 
tions on freedom of the 
press, but has gone beyond 
that to affecting people's 
financial interests and jobs, 
he said. . ' 

“About 300 people have 
lost their jobs since the 
weeklies closed down.. .it’s 
been four months now, 
press institutions have been 
severely damaged and Jor- 
dan's image abroad has 
been distorted by this law," 
he said. 

Hani Dahleh, one of the 
lawyers who filed the law- 
suit against the govern- 
ment, said the Higher Court 
postponed its verdict 
because there were new 


judges in the 10-member 
tribunal who needed to 
study the case. 

Hussein Mjalli. president 
of the lawyer’s association 
and another lawyer repre- 
senting the weeklies, said 
he was not surprised with 
the court's decision. 

“The case has certain 
peculiarities and it would 
not be strange if they con- 
sider it further," he said. 

Analysts have stated that’ 
the Higher Court is delay- 
ing its verdict pending a 
decision by the Lower 
House of Parliament, which 
is currently studying the 
law. 

Many deputies had 
expressed their opposition 
to the new law. aimed at 
restricting and clamping 
down on what officials in 
the government described 
as an unruly tabloid press 
. often accused of sensation- 
al writing and lack of cred- 
ibility. ' ■’ '" r - - 

During the House's first 
reading of the law, 30 out of 
the 73 deputies present 
voted in favour of sending 
it back to the government. 

“According to what we 
have seen so far from the 
new Parliament, we expect 
a positive attitude that will 
help in expanding the ceil- 
ing of freedom of expres- 
sion,” Mr. Mansour said. 


Ministry intensifies programmes during 
Ramadan to deal with homelessness 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment Sunday 

announced that it has 
launched a social security 
programme designed to 
protect street children and 
combat begging and 
homelessness in Jordan. 

Farouq Naghawi, the 
ministry's secretary gen- 
eral, said the ministry has 
intensified campaigns 
during the month of 
Ramadan to deal with 
homelessness. Special 
committees have been 
created to patrol the 
streets of Amman. Irbid, 
and Zarqa. working from 
seven in the morning until 
midnight to pick up young 
beggars and street chil- 
dren. he explained. 

The campaign, which is 
being carried out in asso- 
ciation with the Public 
Security Department, 
aims at temporarily 
entrusting the collected 
children with charitable 


and voluntary societies 
pending studies into their 
background and a final 
decision on their case. 

Homeless children will 
be taken care of by organ- 
isations working jointly 
with the ministry or by 
non-governmental organi- 
sations, according to Mr. 
Naghawi. The ministry 
will offer financial aid or 
rehabilitation programmes 
to the homeless and beg- 
gars on a case by case 
basis after each has been 
examined, he added. 

In a recent interview. 
Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Mohammad 
Mamser said the authori- 
ties last year picked up 
800 children and adult 
vagrants and beggars from 
the streets. The majority 
of those rounded up in 
June and July in Amman, 
Zarqa. and Irbid were 
boys aged between seven 
and 11 years, he noted. 

Dr. Mamser said the 


ministry was working on 
amending regulations to 
hold parents responsible 
for abusing their children 
and forcing them to the 
streets. 

The ministry, he added, 
wants to work out a pro- 
gramme to ensure that 
beggars and street chil- 
dren are successfully inte- 
grated into society. 

Mr. Naghawi said the 
ministry intends to open 
special centres for women 
beggars at Um Al Asaker 
town, to which the women 
can bring along their 
infants to stay with them 
pending a final decision 
on their cases. 

According to the Min- 
istry of Social Develop- 
ment. plans are under way 
to set up two rehabilita- 
tion centres to offer street 
children two to three-year 
vocational training pro- 
grammes to prepare them 
as useful citizens in soci- 
ety. 


News in brief 

Rifai meets with 
ambassadors 

AMMAN (Peira) — 
Speaker of the Upper 
House of Parliament Zeid 
Rifai Sunday met with 
Iranian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Mohammad All Sub- 
hani and discussed bilateral 
relations. Mr. Subhani 
commended Jordan s par- 
ticipation in the Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) meeting held in 
Tehran last month and 


praised HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan’s efforts, which he 
said contributed to the suc- 
cess of the conference. Also 
Sunday, Mr. Rifai received 
in two separate meetings 
Chinese Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Liu Baolai and Lord 
Waverly of Britain, member 
of the British House of 
Lords. Lord Waverly was 
accompanied by British 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Christopher Battiscombe, 
with whom he reviewed the 
Middle East peace process 
and the obstacles facing it. 


Company announces 
6-month export totals 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordanian-Indian Chemicals 
Company exported 130,000 
tonnes of phosphoric add 
worth $23.6 million to the 
Indian market during the 
last 6 months of 1997, com- 
pany sources said Sunday. 
The company, which 
became operational in July 
1997, aims to produce 
220,000 tonnes of phos- 
phoric acid, to be entirely 
exported to Indian markets. 


Point system for traffic violations 
scheduled to be enacted in April 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In a bid to 
improve road safety and 
reduce the soaring num- 
ber of car accidents, Jor- 
dan will launch new regu- 
lations on April 1 under 
which points will be col- 
lected to help authorities 
take action against repeat 
traffic offenders, officials 
said Sunday. 

Linder rules designed by 
the Ministry of Interior, 
points will be recorded 
for every major offence, 
such as failing to stop at 
red lights or driving a car 
without a proper licence. 

These points will be 
kept in the file of each 
Jordanian and foreigner 
holding a valid Jordanian 
driving licence. 

When drivers accumu- 
late 11 points, they have 
to attend a rehabilitation 
course at the state-spon- 


sored driving school and 
when they reach 12 
points, their licences will 
be revoked for two 
months. 

“This modern method is 
designed to reduce the 
number of traffic acci- 
dents in the Kingdom," an 
official source told the 
Jordan Times Sunday. 

The number of traffic 
accidents in the Kingdom, 
among the highest in the 
world, have increased by 
around 10 per cent each 
year. In 1996. 552 people 
were killed and 15,375 
injured in over 33.000 
reported road accidents. 

Points by violators will 
be registered after they 
pay any required fines or 
after the court issues a 
final ruling on settled, 
fines. 

Violations that are-- 
worth four points include 
driving without a licence, 
or under the influence of 


alcohol or drugs, failure 
to report to the nearest 
police station in the event 
of an accident leading to 
injury, using forged 
licence plates, and violat- 
ing one-way street rules. 

Other offences bearing 
similar penalties include 
transporting toxic or 
explosive substances in 
residential areas without 
obtaining the proper per- 
mit and failure to stop at 
red lights or use head and 
tail lights at night if 

streets are not lit. 

All traffic tickets issued 
by the police will be 
added to each driver's file 
as of April 1 via a com- 
puterised system, the offi- 
cial source said. 

Upon accumulating 1 1 
points, motorists will be 
forced to take a two-day 
(X*irses3t*he Jordan Trafr. 
fic Institute, supervised 
by/, the /Public Security 
Department. 


After they conclude the 
course, four points will be 
deducted from their file. 
They will be allowed to 
repeat the same procedure 
once every two years. 

If motorists exceed 12 
points, their licences will 
be revoked for two 
months. After that, every 
four points they collect 
will result in the revoca- 
tion of the licence for two 
more months. 

According to the new 
regulations, motorists can 
obtain information on the 
number of points they 
have collected. 

Insurance companies 
can also get information 
about a driver's record, 
including the number of 
times his/her licence was 
revoked but not the num- 
ber of points . he/sbe 
scored. 


Opposition groups denounce Jordanian 
participation in joint military manoeuvres 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
opposition groups and 
deputies Sunday lashed out 
at the government’s deci- 
sion to attend joint Ameri- 
can-Israeli-Turkish mili- 
tary manoeuvres scheduled 
for today, describing the 
decision as a “violation” of 
Arab security. 

"The decision is a dan- 
gerous setback to Jordan’s 
policy because it is a clear 
declaration of the King- 
dom’s dissociation from 
Arab and Muslim ranks.” 
said Deputy Ahmad Owei- 
di Abbadi in a statement 
that was made available to 
the Jordan Times. 

‘This does not match 
with government promises 
that it will enhance its rela- 
tionship with Arab 
states...lt is a clear threat to 
Arab and Muslim securi- 
ty," said Dr. Abbadi, an 
independent centrist politi- 
cian. 

Acting Minister of State 
for Information Affairs 


Nasser Lawzi told 
reporters Saturday thar the 
Kingdom accepted an invi- 
tation to attend the exercis- 
es and said the members of 
the team would be 
announced later. 

Informed sources said 
Brigadier General Hussein 
Khasawneh, commander of 
the Kingdom’s naval 
forces, is expecred to rep- 
resent Jordan in the 
manoeuvres. 

The five-day exercise in 
the eastern Mediterranean, 
codenamed Reliant Mer- 
maid, has drawn a wide 
range of criticism from 
several Arab and Muslim 
states, especially Iraq, 
Syria. Egypt, and Iran. 

Egypt and Syria, which 
spearheaded a campaign 
against the exercises, asked 
Ankara to halt all military’ 
cooperation with the Jew- 
ish state. 

Israeli and Turkish mili- 
tary officials said the 
games, which were sched- 
uled to take place in 
November 1996 bur were 
postponed several times. 


will focus on search and 
rescue operations in terri- 
torial waters and 
international airspace, in 
line with a ^military accord 
signed between Israel and 
Turkey in February 1996. 

A spokesperson for the 
Muslim Brotherhood 
movement denounced the 
government’s decision to 
participate, saying that it 
would be harmful to the 
Kingdom. 

"Joining military pacts 
with Turkey and Israel will 
not serve the interests of 
the country'." said Brother- 
hood member Jamil Abu 
Bakr. 

"The Turkish-lsraeti 
alliance is a threat to the 
Arab Nation," Mr. Abu 
Bakr told . the Jordan 
Tunes. 

"This alliance reminds us 
of the infamous pact in the 
fifties between Turkey and 
some Arab countries that 
was rejected then by the 
majority of Arabs,” said 
Mr. Abu Bakr. He was 
referring to the short-lived 
Baghdad Pact, which 


included Turkey and Iraq, 
then ruled by late King 
Faisal. 

A meeting grouping 
Islamist, leftist, and pan- 
Arab opposition parties is 
expected to be held today 
to discuss the issue. 

Secretary General of the 
Jordan Arab Socialist 
Ba’ath Party Tayseer 
Humsi said the exercise is 
a threat to the “national 
sovereignty" of some Arab 
states and would pave the 
way for more military 
cooperation between 
Turkey and Israel. 

“Our party rejects any 
Jordanian or Arab partici- 
pation in the man oeu- 
vres... and considers the 
decision a deviation from 
the principles of the Arab 
League and the joint Arab 
Defence Pact." Mr. Humsi 
told the Jordan Times. 

The decision to take pan 
in the manoeuvres is an 
"attempt to enhance the 
Zionist entity and its 
aggressive, imperialistic 
policies against the Arab 
Nation." added Mr. Humsi. 


Levy resigns, sparking crisis for Netanyahu 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

Israel’s promise of a troop 
puilback in the West Bank. 

President Clinton’s spe- 
cial Mideast envoy Dennis 
Ross is due to visit the 
region this week- On Jan. 
20 Mr. Netanyahu is 
expected to present a con- 
crete pullback plan at Lhe 
White House, and Mr. 
Clinton is to meet with 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat two days later, 
Israel and Palestinian offi- 
cials confirmed Sunday. 

Mr. Levy's strong con- 
demnation of the govern- 
ment's half-hearted peace 
moves appeared to make it 
difficult for him to go back 
this time. 


The government, he said, 
should seek to “further the 
peace process, which is 
good for Israel,” Mr. Levy 
said. "We could have 
derived advantages if we 
had led the process.” 

Instead, “there are those 
who think they can gain 
another week, another 
month, another two 
weeks," foresaking the ini- 
tiative and meaning that 
“we will have to give in 
later, under more difficult 
conditions." 

Mr. Levy. 60, has been 
the weakest link in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s coalition since 
their uneasy alliance 
began. 

First, Mr. Netanyahu 

once opposed the peace 


process and remains luke- 
warm about it. while Mr. 
Levy has emerged as an 
unequivocal supporter. 
Second, Mr. Netanyahu is 
committed to free markets 
while Mr. Levy leans 
toward active social policy. 

And some say the real 
problem is ego: the thin- 
skinned, Moroc can-bom 
Mr. Levy, a former brick- 
layer who rose through 
trade-union politics, has 
never abandoned his dream 
to be prime minister and 
cannot stand playing sec- 
ond fiddle to the younger, 
slicker Mr. Netanyahu. 

Mr. Levy, who immigrat- 
ed to Israel in 1957 when 
he was 20 and settled in 
Beit Shean, near the Jordan 


River, is a hero to many of 
his fellow Sephardim, or 
Jews of Middle Eastern 
descent. 

Mr. Levy said that if elec- 
tions are brought forward. 
Gesher would run indepen- 
dently — finally testing his 
real political strength in 
this constituency. 

In 1992, Mr. Levy helped 
bring down Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir by suggest- 
ing just before elections 
that the Likud Part)' was 
racist toward Sephardim. 
When he lost Likud’s lead- 
ership race to Mr. 
Netanyahu a year later, he 
bolted the party - and formed 
Gesher, only to link with 
Mr. Netanyahu just before 
the 1996 election. 



4 World News 


High winds, rough seas claim 
victims in stormy Europe 


MADRID t'AFP) — Fierce 
winds and rough seas along 
Europe's western and 
southern rims have claimed 
at least three new victims, 
and more bad weather was 
on the way, authorities said 
Saturday. 

Police in Spain said divers 
had found the body of a 22- 
year-old German tourist 
who was swept away while 
swimming on Gran Canaria, 
in the Canary Islands 
Friday. | 

Searches were ongoing in 
the islands for 16 people 
who were aboard a 
Morocdan fishing boat 
which sank Thursday dur- 
ing a storm. , 

But [rescue efforts had 
been called off for a French 
sailor presumed dead after 
he went missing off the 
Spanish island of Majorca 
in the Mediterranean, they 
said. 

The sailor, who was not 
wearing a life- vest, had fall- 
en into the storm-swept sea 
Friday from a boat heading 
to Algeria. 

Tempestuous weather 
across the British Isles and 
Ireland also led to a similar 


accident Saturday when 
Irish coastguards aban- 
doned a search for a 
Spanish sailor who fell 
overboard from a storm- 
lashed trawler at around 
09H40 GMT. 

A search involving a heli- 
copter and two other 
Spanish boats in the area, 
190 kilometres off Ireland’s 
west coast, took place in 
“appalling conditions.” 
emergency services there 
said. 

British and Irish roads 
have been closed out of fear 
that wind gusts of up to 145 
kilometres per hour and 
intense 1 rain could bring 
down Ujees. 

Several thousand people 
in the British Isles are with- 
out electricity, a number of 
properties has been dam- 
aged. and police have 
advised motorists not to 
make trips unless they wens 
unavoidable. 

Ferries have stopped 
operating on the west coast 
of Scotland, and a high 
number of roads and 
bridges were closed by high 
winds. 

Channel car ferries 


between France and 
England were delayed 
because of winds of up to 
100 kilometres an hour, 
authorities said. 

Thursday, two elderly 
people and a baby were 
killed in a road accident in 
Gloucester. England, 
blamed on the storms, 
which are associated with a 
cold, front from the North 
Atlantic moving across 
France and southern 
England. 

In Belgium, strong winds 
uprooted trees and traffic 
signs, cluttering roads and 
causing traffic accidents, 
firefighters said. But there 
were no reports of injuries. 

French meteorologists 
said even stronger storms 
were expected with a pow- 
erful depression developing 
Sunday moming off the 
coast of Cornwall, south- 
west England, and progress- 
ing towards the North Sea. 

The latest low pressure 
front would lead to strong 
winds in the English 
Channel and along Lhe 
Brittany coast, early 
Sunday. They predicted 
gusts of up to ISO kilome- 


tres per hour for Brittany. 

. Meteorologist Yves 
Paugam said: “The gusts 
will be in the rornado cate- 
gory. accompanied by very 
violent squalls.” 

Waves were expected to 
reach heights of 10 metres 
in the open sea. 

Inland regions of northern 
France were also expected 
tb experience strong gusts 
Sunday afternoon. 

Regional authorities have 
urged the public to tie dowm 
loose objects and to stay at 
home if possible. 

Friday, powerful winds 
uprooted a tree which 
smashed into a truck, killing 
the driver. 

Rooftops, chimneys and 
be 1 1 towers were also sent 
flying in areas across west- 
ern Brittany, where emer- 
gency services reported 
power cuts, traffic chaos 
and delays in rail services. 

For the third consecutive 
day some 600 tourists 
remained stranded on the 
islands of Molene and 
Ouessant off the Brittany 
port of Brest. They cannot 
return to the mainland until 
seas calm. 


E. Timorese Nobel laureate 
wants safe haven fpr guerrillas 
as precursor to truce , 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Nobel 
laureate Jose Ramos Horta 
said Sunday that his week- 
end appeal for an end to 
armed straggle by his com- 
rades in the East Timorese 
resistance was conditional 
on a gesture of goodwill .by 
Indonesia. 

Die exiled diplomat 
Saturday urged the resis- 
tance movement to cease- 
fighting and pursue a non- 
violent strategy of the sort 
“inspired by the great men 
of this century," in an essay 
in the International Herald 
Tribune. 

But he told AFP a unilat- 
eral ceasefire by resistance 
fighters could result in their 
capture or slaughter by 
Indonesian troops unless 
there was also an interna- 
tionally protected safe 
haven for the 1,000 guerril- 
las now active and their 
families. 

Mr. Horta, who has repre- 
sented East Timor's Fretilin 
movement at the U.N. since 
the former Portuguese 
colony was invaded by 
Indonesia in 1975, said he 
had been appealing for 
months for both sides to end 
armed conflict and seek a 
peaceful resolution. 

“But for the resistance to 
do that there also has to be a 
goodwill gesture by 
Indonesia, such as to release 
their East Timorese prison- 
ers and reduce the heavy 
presence of troops in the 
country." 

In the article, Mr. Horta 
also acknowledged errors 


by his side, saying that 
while Indonesia could not 
escape blame. East 
Timorese leaders had some- 
times acted with immaturity 
and "at other times with 
reckless irresponsibility." 

“We were the ones who 
unleashed a civil war that 
caused the deaths of hun- 
dreds of our own people. 
Some- in FretilirMwer^-par- 
ticuiarly violent during that 
period, creating Beep divi- 
sions and resentment in East 
Timor.’’ 

“Indonesia must improve 
the situation in East Timor. 
Political prisoners should 
be released; the widespread 
human rights violations 
must stop and Indonesian 
troop reductions should be 
carried out." 

Such steps, he argued, 
could lead to local autono- 
my and eventually a refer- 
endum on self-determina- 
tion for East Timor under 
U.N. auspices to work out 
the final status of the territo- 
ry- 

“The East Timorese resis- 
tance must cease their activ- 
ities and pursue a non-vio- 
lent strategy inspired by the 
great men of this century, 
Mahatma Gandhi. Martin 
Luther King and the Dalai 
Lama. 

“As Indonesia faces an 
increasingly difficult future, 
it cannot afford the econom- 
ic and diplomatic costs of a 
continuing occupation of 
East Timor.” 

More effort was required 
by the international com- 


munity to push Indonesia to 
“cut its losses in East 
Timor.” 

Mr. Horta. who shared the 
1996 Nobel Peace Price 
with East Timor’s Roman 
Catholic Bishop Carlos 
Belo. called on the interna- 
tional community to press 
harder for a peaceful solu- 
tion to the conflict, in which 
•independent sources say 
tens of thousands of lives 
have been lost 

Mr. Horta, who met South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela for talks in South 
Africa last year, said his 
people had experienced 
brutality of genocidal pro- 
portions, with the loss of 
around one third of its pop- 
ulation. 

“Our culture has been 
severely damaged, our peo- 
ple marginalised by the 
Indonesian immigrants, 
their land taken and the 
environment destroyed." 

President Suharto's 
Indonesian government suf- 
fered increasing interna- 
tional opprobrium and 
faced a looming recession 
following the collapse of its 
currency. “It is now clear 
that the end of his regime is 
near and East Timor’s free- 
dom is in sight." 

Both sides, he said, should 
"reflect on the East Timor 
tragedy and seek a negotiat- 
ed settlement. 

“...We East Timorese 
leaders must have the 
courage and humility to 
acknowledge our share of 
the tragedy." 


Australian 
bushfire 
threat eases 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Bushfires 
forced the closure of two 
national parks Sunday but rain 
and cooler weather eased the 
threat from the dozens of 
bushfires still blazing in two 
eastern Australian states. 

Victoria's biggest fire since 
1985 had destroyed more than 
32.000 hectares of Alpine 
National Park by Sunday 
moming as fire crews took 
advantage of -a cold (tool to 
establish control tines on the 
perimeter. 

But authorities, which had 
deployed nearly 500 firefight- 
ers. two fixed wing water 
bombers and four helicopters 
to fight the blaze, closed the 
main access road and asked 
visitors to avoid the area. 

Heavy cloud cover Saturday 
prevented the use of fire 
bombing aircraft after the 
blaze escalated Friday ripping 
through 20.000 hectares of the 
park. 

Visitors were also asked to 
avoid the Croajingolong 
National Park of eastern 
Victoria because of a second 
major fire which had covered 
3.700 hectares. 

In Sydney. Rural Fire 
Service spokeswoman Gilly 
Paxton said all the New South 
Wales fires were cither held 
within containment lines or 
burning in areas where they 
posed little threat. 

"Things are improving and 
look set to keep improving 
today." she said. 

‘■Obviously we're still 

working on a number of fires 
and there's still a lot of work to 
do but in general there’s no 
great problem.'' she said. 


We are not uncouth, lazy and ugly 
Aussies, says Australian government 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Reports 
here Sunday portraying 
Australians through Asian 
eyes as being njde. uncouth, 
lazy and hypocritical were 
slammed by the author of the 
study on which they were 
based and by the Australian 
government. 

" Reports published by 
Brisbane's Sunday Mail and 
by Sydney's Sunday 
Telegraph under the banner 
headline. “Ugly Aussies”. 
claimed Asians saw 
Australians as ungovernable 
and as ’congenital criminals 
because of their convict her- 
itage. 

It also quored the Centre for 
the Study of Australia-Asian 
Relations at Brisbane's 
Griffith University as saying 
that many Japanese and 
Koreans regarded Australia 
as “a semi-developed coun- 
try” while Japanese tourists 
found it “dirty" and “boring." 

But Australian National 


University (ANU) lecturer 
Alison Broinowski. who 
wrote the section on which 
the reports were based, said it 
had been taken out of context, 
adding: "This is tabloid jour- 
nalism at its most simplistic.” 

Immigration Minister 
Philip Ruddock whose 

department is responsible for 
vetting the thousands of 
applications from Asians who 
want to emigrate to Australia, 
said the newspaper reports 
were not backed up by facts. 

It was clear from the migra- 
tion programme, student visa 
enrolments and Asian visitor 
numbers, that the survey did 
not reflect reality', he added. 

But he said his greatest con- 
cern was that the study would 
be picked up by Australian 
correspondents for Asian 
medial and used to further 
damage Australia in the 
region. 

The newspaper reports said 
Australians thought of them- 


selves as technologically 
advanced, well-liked, trusted, 
egalitarian, friendly and a 
people seen as “honest bro- 
kers” through Asian eyes. 

But the reality, they said, 
was that South East Asian 
students found the standard of 
education in Australia low 
and Chinese and Vietnamese 
people considered Australia 
an inferior country to migrate 
to. 

Hong Kong citizens found 
Australians To be dishonest 
and Thais believed they were 
not safe to walk the streets in 
Australia. 

Ms. Broinowski said the 
chapter she had written was 
not a comprehensive survey 
of statistics and trends and 
relied on sources such as 
reported statements from 
Asian business people, stu- 
dents and newspaper reports 
from the region. 

She had examined a series 
of interviews in Chinese of 


Chinese people in Australia, 
who were more frank because 
they were speaking their 
native language. 

Some of their comments 
were "highly positive" and 
some were not. but they 
revealed the widespread 
Chinese perception of them- 
selves as coming from “a 
sophisticated society” with a 
lone history, in contrast to 
Australia’s short history of 
European settlement. 

Tourist exit surveys had 
shown that the vast majority 
had a good time in Australia 
and that only one person had 
made lhe comment that it was 
dirty and that he would not 
come again. 

The comment about dis- 
honesty in Australians by a 
Hong Kong resident was a 
generalisation drawn from 
the behaviour of now dis- 
graced former entrepreneur 
Alan Bond, who was jailed 
for fraud. 
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Arap Moi 

confirmed 

for 5th 
term 


NAIROBI CAP) 
Kenya’s election chief fa 
confirmed President 
Daniel Arap Moi as fa 
nations 


A man holds the fence of Kerity harbour as strong winds and huge waves break on 
the French Atlantic coast on Jan. 4 (AFP photo) 


India’s Hindu nationalists predict 
election sweep after positive poll 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India’s powerful Hindu 
nationalists Sunday said 
they would sweep the 
February-March general 
elections as a poll survey 
revealed they were pro- 
ceeding towards a clear 
majority. 

Lai Krishna Advani. 
president of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP. Indian 
People's Party), said he 
was “optimistic” the party 
would vastly improve its 
last election performance 
in 1996 when it was shy of 
absolute majority. 

’Mr. Advani said the BJP 
was the only national party 
to have “enlarged its base 
in the last one-and-a-half 
years" and the only bloc 
offering a prime ministeri- 
al candidate to voters. 

“Our increased support 
base is going to be with us. 
Even those who are not in 
our support base, those 
who disagree with us ... 
feel that BJP deserves one 
more chance, be -said jn 
an interview - with” the Asian 
Age daily. 

Meanwhile, a 'Survey Tor 
the Pioneer newspaper said 
the BJP and its six allies 
would win between 260 
and 270 seats in the in the 
545-member lower house 
of parliament. 

The survey, 
covering vot- 
ers across 17 
of India's 25 
states, sug- 
gested that 
BJP leader 
Atal Behari 
Vajpayee was 
the most 


it." Mr. Advani said. 

The Pioneer survey said 
the Congress I party, which 
sparked fresh elections 
when it abruptly withdrew 
its backing from a minority 
coalition government in 
November." would get 
between 130 and 150 seats. 

The 1 1 2-year-old 

Congress got 140 seats in 
the 1 996 elections. 

The survey said 24 per 
cent of those interviewed 
felt that Sonia Gandhi, the 
Italian-born widow of 
Congress former premier 
Rajiv Gandhi, was the best 
choice for prime minister. 

But most voters also said 
Gandhi, a powerful force 
in the party since her hus- 
band's 1991 assassination, 
could not spur the 
Congress on to victory' 
despite her decision to 
campaign for the party. 

Sixty per cent thought 
her role would not make a 
great difference. 

.Mr. Advani echoed the 
. sentiment. - — ■ 

“Maybe it will : provide 
» some i little :«:'pep-gfying- 
' injection. It won’t affect 
the overall political scene." 
he said. 

Sonia Gandhi has stead- 
fastly refused offers to lead 
the ailing Congress, head- 
ed by Sitaram Kesri, an 


favoured 

didace 


con- 

fer 


prime minister. 
Forty-eight per 
cent of the 
4.120 respon- 
dents in the 
January 2-3 
survey thought 
he was the best 
person for the 
job. 

The BJP won 
162 parlia- 
mentary seats 
in the 1996 
elections. Mr. 
Vajpayee took 
office as prime 
minister but 
had to quit 
after failing to 
prove parlia- 
mentary 
majority. 

“Our adver- 
saries have no 
prime ministe- 
rial candidate. 
That advan- 
tage the BJP 
has today. No 
other party has 


Sonia Gandhi to launch 
all-out campaign for 
India’s Congress party 

INEW DELHI (AFP) — Sonia Gandhi, the powerful 
'widow of slain Indian premier Rajiv Gandhi, will launch 
an all-out electoral campaign for her husband's embartied 
Congress party, news reports said Sunday. 

Sources in the Congress said the enigmatic Italian-born 
widow wanted to undertake gruelling tours across remote 
villages and tribal areas to boost the party's waning image 
before the February-March general elections. 

“She has said she will campaign for the entire period." a 
Congress leader was quoted by the Asian Age daily 
Sunday. “After all, she is a Gandhi.” 

The 51 -year-old Sonia, or “Madam,” has been a power- 
ful behind-the-scenes force in the Congress since her hus- 
band's 1991 assassination but has declined top party posts 
or a high-profile role. 

However, late last month she announced her decision to 
campaign for the party, dominated by her husband’s fami- 
ly during much of this century. Sonia Gandhi has not said 
if she would lead the party or contest elections, but she and 
her equally politically-naive daughter Priyanka, 25, have 
been requested by the party to siand as candidates. 

Analysts, however, say the 11 2-year-old party would not 
win the elections despite Sonia Gandhi's intervention. 

The Congress, which was led by Sonia Gandhi’s husband 
Rajiv, his mother Indira Gandhi and her father Jawaharial 
Nehru, has been wracked by corruption scandals, defec- 
tions and splits and a waning electoral appeal. 

The party suffered its worst electoral defeat in eeneral 
elections two years ago. 

Congress sources said they wanted Sonia Gandhi to 
launch her campaign from her husband's constituency in 
northern India or a small southern town where Rajiv 
Gandhi was killed by a suicide bomber. 


octogenarian. 

Mr. Advani said Mr. 
Kesri, whose leadership 
has witnessed high-profile 
defections from the 
Congress and increasing 
in-fighiing. had helped the 
BJP "become India’s domi- 
nant party. 

“I would not have 
reached the present point 
had it not been for friends 
like Sitaram Kesri. ! am 
deeply grateful, deeply 
indebted to him ... He talks 
of the party being a railway 
platform.” 

Referring to Indian inde- 
pendence hero Mahatma 
Gandhi’s statement that the 
Congress should be dis- 
banded after Indian inde- 
pendence from British 
rule. Mr. Advani said; 
“When the history of the 
Congress is written, it 
would be said that Mr. 
Kesri was the true 
Gandhian." 

The Congress, blamed 
for fuelling the political 
crisis by withdrawing sup- 
port 'to ' tHe~ United Front 
raipprity , .coalition o.y 
Rajiv Gandhi's murder, has 
no obvious prime minister- 
ial candidate. The Front is 
yet to formally choose a 
leader. 

Caretaker Prime Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujral has 
already 
said he 
would 
“think 
twice” 
before 
taking on 
the top 
job 
again. 

The 
survey 
said the 
United 
Front, 
which 
got 179 
seats in 
the last 
elections, 
was like- 
ly to be 
relegated 
to third 
place 
with 
between 
115 and 
125 
seats. 

Indian 
analysts 
have, 
however, 
predicted 
that the 
elections 
will 
again 
lead to a 
hung 
parlia- 
ment. 


South Korea to withdraw military 
attaches as cost cutting measure 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea will withdraw its 
military attaches from five 
countries and delay plans 
to set up office in two 
other places in a cost cut- 
ting move, the defence 
ministry said Sunday. 

A ministry spokesman 
said the existing offices in 
Venezuela, Burma. 
Greece, Austria .and 
Morocco would be closed. 
Plans to open offices in 


South Africa and the 
Ukraine would also be 
postponed. 

The move was the sec- 
ond foreign exchange cost 
cutting action announced 
by the South Korean mili- 
tary since South Korea 
was engulfed by Asia’s 
economic crisis lute last 
year. 

In December the min- 
istry, one of the govern- 
ment’s biggest dollar 


spenders, said it was sus- 
pending a number of for- 
eign equipment purchases, 
and expected to cut over- 
seas spending more drasti- 
cally this year. 

The ministry declined to 
give details of the deferred 
orders for security reasons 
but newspapers * said an 
order for C-130 transport 
planes had been affected 
was a project to beef U] 
coastal radar surveil lance. 


as 
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chaotic elections 

Independent monitors 

upheld the vote, calling h 
disorganised but an accu- 
rate reflection of the will Q f 
Kenya's people. 

Although still unable i 0 
provide complete, official 
results, the head of fa 
electoral commission said 
Saturday that Mr. Moi had 
secured the requisite 25 per 
cent of the vote m five out 
of eight provinces, a phi- 
rality of the total vote and a 
parliamentary seat, giving 
Mr. Moi his fifth strait 
term. 

It wasn’t dear whether 
Mr. Moi could be declared 
the winner outright before 
all the votes had been 
counted in Kenya's third 
multiparty elections since 
independence. Some 
reports said the formal 
swearing-in would take 
place as early as Monday. 

According to partial, offi- 
cial results. Mr. Moj had a 
lead of more than 400, Kin 
votes over his main chal- 
lenger. Mwai Kibaki. The 
next set of official results 
were expected Sunday. 

Electoral Chairman 
Samuel Kivuitu said he 
didn't expect results from 
the sparsely populated 
north.and two Nairobi con- 
stituencies to affect the 
ourcome of the race. 

Friday, Mr. Kibaki and 
third-place Raila Odmga 
protested the vote, sayinen 
was rigged and calling for 
a rerun within 21 days. 

While individual presi 
dential candidates can fill 
suit to contest results, Mr 
Kivuitu sard the camavj 
sion had rip povyer.ip. vog 
elections and call for a tiet 
vote. 

Opposition leaders com- 
plaining of widespread, 
serious irregularities suf- 
fered. another setback 
Saturday when a federation 
of independent Kenyin 
observers called the eke 
toral process satisfactory 
The observers urged 
Kenyans to respect the 
results, despite reports of 
scattered vote-buying and 
assorted organisational 
problems that created con- 
fusion and delays in v« 
ing. 

“It is clear that the logis- 
tical and administrate 
organisation of the cfcc 
tions was characterised 
chaos and inefficiency. 
Mutawa Musyimi, secre- 
tary general of the National 
Council of Churches ot 
Kenya, said. 

“Notwithstanding, ^ 
voting process was geni- 
ally handled well ^ 
polling station officials ano 
closely scrutinised by ptf? 
agents and poll waichff.’- 
As a result, the organi- 
sations conducting 
observation of the elec- 
tions have to conclude 
the results do, on 
whole, reflect the wishes 
the Kenyan voters,’ w 
said. . 

Slightly more than 9 ffl* 
lion of Kenya's 29 raihwj 
people were registers 
vote. 

He said the ruling 
influence over sure '!r 
radio and television. g cr ’7j 
mandering of elects 
constituencies in fc v0B T 
Kanu and bribery and'® 
buying — again blamed 
Kanu — bad increased te 1 ' 
sions. lowered confides 
the electoral process®”: 
failed to create a 
playing field. 

But overall — and 

pared to 1992 election 

he said, in the vast ntfl*- 
ty of cases, Kenyans » 
able to cast their 
without inW £ cr So' 
Before and after lhe ’ 
vote, the first *mdff 
tiparty system for 23 y • 
toil 1,500 pnpg’f 
killed and 300.&0 
placed in politically n* 
voted violence. - -it,; 

This time around, 
people were killed ) fl 

paign-related clashes- 
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Feud over custody of girl 
haunts Pakistan’s Bhutto family 


KARACHI (AFP) — Pak- 
istan's troubled Bhutto 
family is caught in a fresh 
public row with a bitter 
custody battle for the 
daughter of Mir Murtaza 
Bhutto, the slain brother of 
ousted premier Benazir 
Bhutto. 

Centre stage are Mur- 
laza's first wife Fauzia, the 
mother of 15-year old Fati- 
ma. and Murtaza’s widow 
Ghinwa, the girl’s 

guardian. 

= “She is my blood. She is 
my flesh," said Fauzia, 
who has rerumed here from 
her United States home to 
tile a custody suit in court. 

Ms. Fauzia, who has 
accused Ghinwa of kidnap- 
ping Fatima when she was 
three years old and "brain- 
washing” her, has vowed to 
win back her daughter “at 
any cost." 

The first hearing of the 
custody case is expected 
this month. 

Murtaza divorced Fauzia 
in 1985 after four years of 
marriage and married 
Ghinwa in 1988 while in 
exile in Syria. The couple 
lived there with Fatima 
until 1993 when Murtaza 
ended 16 year’s of exile 
and returned to Pakistan. 
The estranged brother of 
Benazir Bhutto was killed 
in a police shootout here in 
September 1996. Ms. 
Bhutto's husband, Asif Ali 
Zardari, has been charged 
with complicity in the 
killing. 


Fauzia, claiming 

Lebanese-born Ghinwa 
had prevented her reunion 
with Fatima, told reporters 
here she would not give up 
her struggle to secure her 
daughter. 

“She was taken away 
from me for no fault of 
mine. I am her real mother 
and 1 want her at any cost," 
said Fauzia, 37, who works 
as a teacher in Los Ange- 
les. 

“Obviously a real mother 
can give more love and a 
better future. It is up to 
Fatima whether she wants 
to stay with me in Pakistan 
or in America where I have 
very good family environ- 
ment." 

Ghinwa. the natural 
mother of Murtaza’s seven- 
year-old son Zulfikar Ali 
Junior, claims Fatima 
wants to remain with her. 

“Nobody can brainwash 
(her) as she is a very intel- 
ligent girl and she is free to 
do her own will." 

Fatima has made no 
secret of the fact she adores 
Ghinwa, saying: “She has 
given me all the love." 

In a letter to Fauzia 
released to the press Fri- 
day, Ghinwa urged her not 
to wage a public battle for 
the teenager. 

"Please spare Mir Mur- 
taza's children the humilia- 
tion of having their parents 
discussed in this frivolous 
and scandalous way in the 
columns of the press," 
Ghinwa wrote. 


A spokesman for Ghinwa 
said Fatima “is mature 
enough to decide whether 
she wants to live with 
Fauzia or with Ghinwa." 

Fauzia married Murtaza 
during his exile in 1981. 
Her sister Rehana married 
Murtaza’s younger brother 
Shahnawaz around the 
same time. 

The Bhutto brothers had 
gone into exile after their 
father, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, 
was toppled as prime min- 
ister in a military coup in 
1977. He was hanged two 
years later. 

In 1985, Shahnawaz was 
found dead under mysteri- 
ous circumstances in his 
apartment in France. The 
Bhutto family suspected 
Rehana was involved lead- 
ing to a rift between Mur- 
taza and Fauzia They 
divorced soon after. 

After Murtaza's death, 
Ghinwa took over leader- 
ship of his PPP-SB (Sha- 
heed Bhutto group) politi- 
cal 'party formed amid a 
feud with Benazir over 
who was the rightful heir to 
the leadership of the Pak- 
istan People’s Party (PPP) 
founded by their father. 

Benazir Bhutto’s govern- 
ment was sacked around 
two months after the killing 
of Murtaza and in the build 
up to the new election last 
February Fatima assisted 
Ghinwa with her cam- 
paigning. Fatima also said 
she intended to enter poli- 
tics in the future. 


Unabomber trial set to focus 
on Kaczynski’s mental health 
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SAQIAMENTO. Califor- 
nia (AFP) — The trial of 
suspected Unabomber 
Theodore Kaczynksi is set 
m open here Monday .when 
a. 12-member jury will hear 
prosecution arguments that 
the Montana hermit sent 
mail bombs killing two peo- 
ple in California. 

The 55-year-old Harvard- 
educated former math pro- 
fessor is accused of mailing 
bombs that killed two Cali- 
fornia men and faces sepa- 
rate murder charges in New 
Jersey for the murder of an 
advertising executive there. 

In all, the Unabomber is 
blamed for 16 attacks that 
also injured 23 people 
between 1979 and 1995. 

The star witness for the 
defence is Mr. Kaczynski’s 
own brother, David 
Kaczynski, who tipped off 
investigators that the 
Unabomber was in all prob- 
ability his reclusive, older 
brother. 

David Kaczynski is 
expected to testify that 
prosecution lawyers misled 
him into believing they 
would not seek the death 
penalty for Theodore, 
which he will face if con- 
victed of the last bombing, a 
1995 attack that killed Cali- 
fornia Forestry Association 
lobbyist Gilbert Murray. 

David Kaczynski is 
expected to play a pivotal 


role in another central issue 
of the trial — his brother's 
sanity — by testifying that 
his brother is. deeply emo- 
tionally disturbed and hope- 
lessly out of touch with 
reality. 

Mr. Kaczynski himself, 
however, has been resisting 
a defence based on his men- 
tal state. During jury selec- 
tion, he reacted angrily to a 
discussion of mental health 
experts, throwing his pen 
down on the table. 

Mr. Kaczynski is also 
believed to have threatened 
to fire his lawyers over the 
use of his mental health as a 
defence. 

He is represented by Quin 
Denvir, who unsuccessfully 
defended a suspect in the 
Billionaire Boys Club, and 
by Judy Clark, who got an 
acquittal for Susan Smith 
on charges that she drowned 
her two sons in a lake in 
South Carolina. 

Last week, the two 
lawyers withdrew their 
intention to call expert wit- 
nesses to testify that the 
suspected bomber suffers 
from paranoid schizophre- 
nia. 

But they arranged to ship 
the Spartan Montana cabin 
where Mr. Kaczynski lived 
without power or running 
water so jurors can tour it 
and potentially gain insight 
into his psychological 


makeup. 

The prosecution, mean- 
while, led by Robert Cleary, 
intends to portray Mr. 
Kaczynski as a cold-blood- 
ed, calculating killer who 
sought to spark a revolution 
that would overthrow West- 
ern technological society. 

Prosecutors will show the 
jury voluminous writings 
and encoded diaries found 
in Mr. Kaczynski’s cabin 
which they say contain 
details of the Unabomber's 
crimes. 

The evidence against Mr. 
Kazcynski also includes the 
typewriter that produced the 
Unabomber’s 35,000-word 
anti-technology manifesto 
and a carbon copy of the 
document — both items 
taken from the cabin. 

“The prosecution has a 
very strong ‘case,’’ observed 
Don Heller, a former feder- 
al prosecutor now in private 
practice. 

The identity of the nine 
women and three men on 
the jury will be protected 
until after the high-profile 
Unabomber trial is over. Ali 
said they could vote for cap- 
ital punishment under the 
right set of circumstances. 

Unabomber is an acronym 
used by federal investiga- 
tors to identify their sus- 
pect, whose early targets 
were university professors 
and airline executives. 
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Steroids found in Cunanan gym bag 
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MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 
— A gym bag that 
Andrew Cunanan left 
behind at the outset of 
an alleged killing spree 
contained steroids 
which are known to 
cause violent behaviour 
w hen abused, a newspa- 
per reported. 

Five vials of injectable 
testosterone — often 
used illegally by ath- 
letes to build muscle — 
were found at the apart- 
m ent of Jeff Trail, 
according to the Sunday 
edition of the Star Tri- 
bune. 

Investigators believe 
Trail’s slaying in April 
was the first committed 
b y Cunanan, who then 
went on a spree that left 
four others dead, includ- 
es fashion designer 
Gianni Versace. 

Cunanan, 27. who was 
known as a male prosti- 
[ UIe » killed himself in 
J bly a week after gun- 
ning down Versace. 


Miami Beach police 
recently released their 
investigative files show- 
ing they have no idea 
why Cunanan went on 
his alleged murderous 
rampage. 

Minneapolis police 
said the condition of 
Trail’s body and the 
amount of blood spat- 
tered at the apartment 
where he died indicated 
an attack of explosive 
rage. Trail, an acquain- 
tance of Cunanan’s, was 
bludgeoned to death 
with a hammer. 

The apartment was the 
home of David Madson, 
a former Cunanan lover 
and the second victim in 

the spree. . 

Testosterone is legally 
used as hormone thera- 
py. but Cunanan had no 
medical need for it, the 
newspaper said. Studies 
show steroid use can 
Jead to overaggressive- 
ness and violent behav- 
iour. 


Cunanan’s close 
friends said he had long 
boasted of selling illegal 
drugs, 1 primarily pre- 
scription drugs, includ- 
ing testosterone, the Star 
Tribune said. He also 
mentioned “smuggling a 
product from Mexico," 
adding that almost all 
illegal testosterone is 
smuggled from Mexico. 

The" Star Tribune said 
its information came 
from more than 2,000 
pages of documents and 
2.300 crime-scene pho- 
tos, as well as inter- 
views with hundreds of 
people across the coun- 
try, including investiga- 
tors, criminologists, wit- 
nesses, friends and fam- 
ily members. 

Officials did not test 
Cunanan's blood for 
increased levels of the 
hormone, and none of 
his friends saw him use 
steroids, nor did they 
remember him talking 
about using steroids. 


Supporter of deposed Cambodian prince 
arrested while under U.N. protection 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodian police have 
arrested a supporter of 
deposed co-premier Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh who 
was attempting to leave the 
country under U.N. protec- 
tion, diplomats and other 
officials said Sunday. 

Chau Sakhon. a military 
police commander and 
member of the prince's 
royalist FUNCINPEC 
party, was plucked from a 
United Nations vehicle at 
Phnom Penh’s airport Sat- 
urday as he waited to board 
a flight to Bangkok and 
Kuala Lumpur, they said. 

“We were accompanying 
him,” said David Hawk, 
the acting director of the 
U.N. Centre for Human 
Rights in Cambodia, who 
was present at the scene. 

“There were no guns 
drawn, but obviously the 
police had serious orders 
(to arrest him)," he said. 
"He was in the car." 

Mr. Hawk and diplomats 
familiar with the incident 
cautioned that Chau 
Sakhon’s case was an 
unusual one and might not 
mean that the Cambodian 
government had changed 
its policy regarding U.N. 
protection for the deposed 
prince's supporters. 

The government has 
allowed U.N. monitors into 
the country to observe the 
situation here following 
the prince's violent ouster 
in July after which more 
than 40 of his supporters 
were executed. 

Chau Sokhon had been 
convicted of drug smug- 
gling and imprisoned on 


smuggling charges in late 
June after a seven-tonne 
shipment of marijuana was 
seized in the southern port 
of Sihanoukville. 

The case had wide-rang- 
ing political implications 
as members of FUNCIN- 
PEC claimed the guilty 
party was in fact a promi- 
nent supporter of powerful 
Second Prime Minister 


Hun Sen who effectively 
deposed the prince. 

The main proponent of 
that view. Interior Ministry 
Secretary of Stare Ho Sob, 
was Lhe first of the prince’s 
supporters to be killed fol- 
lowing his ouster, executed 
while in police custody. 

Despite government 
assurances that an investi- 
gation into the execution 


would be forthcoming, no 
one has vet been arrested 
and FUNCINPEC officials 
claim he was killed in part 
because of his accusations 
in the Chau Sokhon case. 

Meanwhile Chau Sokhon 
remained in prison until 
Dec. 26. when a Phnom 
Penh appeals court over- 
turned his conviction and 
freed him. 


Local reports said the 
judges found there was not 
enough evidence to link 
him with the drug ship- 
ment and one court official 
was cited as saying the 
conviction had been politi- 
cally motivated. 

Three days later, the min- 
istry of justice effectively 
suspended the three 
appeals court judges who 
made the decision, trans- 
ferring them from the court 
to the ministry, claiming 
that the ruling had been 
"abnormal." 

Human rights workers 
and legal experts con- 
demned the ministry’s 
decision as a violation of 
the judiciary’s indepen- 
dence. but the ministry 
defended it and said it 
would not revoke the 
appeals court's decision. 

Officials instead said 
they would appeal the 
decision to the Supreme 
Court but ir was not clear if 
the appeal had been filed 
before Chau Sokhon was 
arrested at the airport. 

If it had. Chau Sokhon 
may have been legally 
barred from leaving Cam- 
bodia, Mr. Hawk said, 
adding that the U.N. had 
not yet decided what action 
it would take in the case. 

‘The issue is whether 
there was an appeal filed," 
he said. “We checked with 
the court and as of Friday 
we were under the impres- 
sion from the court that it 
had not been." 

Government and court 
officials were not immedi- 
ately available to comment 
on the matter. 


Pol Pot not in Cambodia — Thai FM 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Pol Pot is no longer 
in Cambodia, Thai Foreign Minister Sunn 
Pitsuwan said Sunday, though he did not 
know where the former Khmer Rouge 
leader had gone. 

“What I can say is that he is not in Cam- 
bodia now, but I don’t know his current 
whereabouts," Mr. Surin told AFP, follow- 
ing reports that the Khmer Rouge leader 
had fled to China. 

Mr. Surin said the information came from 
a source who did not know when Pol Pot 
left Cambodia. He also said, however, there 
was no “independent confirmation” of the 
story. _ 

In an earlier interview, Mr., Surin told the 
Nation daily: “Definitely, he is not in Thai- 
land.” 

Mr. Surin was referring to reports that the 
Khmer Rouge leader had fled to escape a 
possible war crimes tribunal linked to the 
Khmer Rouge’s 1970s rule when up to two 
million Cambodians died. 

Pol Pot was sentenced to house arrest for 
life at a show trial led by former comrades 
in August 

The bead of Cambodia's resistance army 
General Nbiek Bun Chbay was Thursday 
quoted by two Cambodia newspapers as 
saying Pol Pot fled to China last month. 

The reports were denied by the Cambodi- 
an and ' Chinese governments. The Thai 
military, which keeps a close watch on 
Cambodian affairs has so far made no com- 
ment 

But Nhiek Bun Chay told AFP Friday he 


could not confirm reports of Pol Pot’s 
flighL 

“It is not confirmed,” he said. “I am 
checking this information to find out 
whether it is true or not but I do not know 
if it is true yet.” 

The reports followed rumours in Decem- 
ber in Bangkok and Phnom Penh that Pol 
Pot had left his jungle home in northern 
Cambodia for medical treatment in China. 

Pol Pot architect of the killin g fields, 
presided over a reign of terror between 
1975 and 1979 when an estimated two mil- 
lion Cambodians, or a quarter of the popu- 
lation. died from torture, hunger and dis- 
ease. 

He said last year in an interview with the 
Far Eastern Economic Review that his 
“conscience was clear." In television pic- 
tures taken at the time, the 72-year-old 
looked frail and sick. 

Diplomats and analysts in Phnom Penh 
have said it is unlikely Pol Pot would find 
refuge in China — his former ally between 
1975-78 — given Beijing’s support for 
strongman Second Prime Minister Hun 
Sen, the sworn enemy of the Khm er Rouge. 

Khmer Rouge leaders turned on Pol Pot 
in August after his power struggle with the 
guerrilla group’s feared Chief of Staff Ta 
Mok. 

Remnants of the Khmer Rouge are cur- 
rently fighting government forces in north- 
western Cambodia alongside troops loyal 
to Cambodia’s ousted first premier Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh. 


Ducks may be next for slaughter 
in Hong Kong bird flu scare 



Cooked chicken food workers join the protest march 
towards government headquarters in Hong Kong to 
protest the way the government handled the mass 
culling of chickens to ward off the deadly ‘bird flu’ 
virus, which has killed four people (Reuters photo) 


American 

scientists 

r 

report 
new tech- 
nique for 
rebuilding 
breasts 

LONDON (AFP) — U.S. 
scientists have developed a 
new technique for rebuild- 
ing breast tissue using 
other cells from the 
woman’s body, the Sunday 
Times reported. 

The method could enable 
women who have had a 
mastectomy to avoid artifi- 
cial breast implants and 
regrow new breasts natu- 
rally. 

The project was launched 
by Reprogenesis, a firm 
based in Boston which 
works with university 
research teams in Anna 
Arbor in Michigan and in 
Charlotte in North Caroli- 
na. 

Nipples have already 
been reconstituted using 
the new technique and the 
first experimental grafts 
will start in a few months, 
the paper said. Over the 
following 12 months, 
experiments to implant 
bigger samples of breast 
tissue would be carried ouu 
the report said. 

“Our initial intention is to 
provide an option for breast 
cancer patients, but Lhe 
method could be used for 
cosmetic reconstructions 
and it has generated a lot of 
interest," said Shawn Sto- 
vall, a spokesman for 
Reprogenesis. 

Scientists said it should 
be possible in five years 
time to implant a whole 
breast and hopefully repro- 
duce lactation so recipients 
could breast-feed their 
babies. 

The paper said breast tis- 
sue was grown from a 
small sample of fat and 
blood cells taken from the 
buttocks or the thighs. 
These cells were placed in 
a biodegradable mould and 
treated with growth stimu- 
lants. Within 24 hours, they 
began to multiply to form 
new tissue. 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hundreds of protesters 
marched through Hong 
Kong Sunday demanding 
better compensation for 
the slaughter of 1.5 mil- 
lion chickens, as health 
sources said ducks and 
geese may also have to be 
culled to stamp out the 
deadly bird flu. 

Some ’700 chicken 
breeders, farmers, vendors 
and drivers, all affected by 
the chicken cull, marched 
to the government offices 
here carrying banners, 
streamers and posters, 
calling for compensation 
for lost incomes. 

More than 30,000 peo- 
ple, including drivers 
transporting the poultry, 
were temporarily out of 
work as a result of the 
government’s move, the 
Chicken Industry’s Labour 
Union said. 

It estimated 10 million 
Hong Kong dollars ($1.3 
million) has been lost 
siqce the cull began last 
week. 

Their protest came as 
sources warned that hun- 
dreds of thousands more 


birds may meet the same 
fate as the slaughtered 
chickens. Test results due 
early next week will show 
if they have been infected 
with the H5N1 virus, the 
sources said. 

Four people have now 
died from the virus and 
three others are in a criti- 
cal condition, from a total 
of 16 now confirmed cases 
and six suspected suffer- 
ers. 

There are about a million 
ducks, geese, quails and 
pigeons in Hong Kong. 
Those normally housed 
close to chickens in farms 
and markets have already 
been slaughtered as a pre- 
caution. 

The government has also 
engaged experts to test 
rats, cats, and dogs to see 
whether they could also 
transmit the virus, after 
officials admitted scav- 
enging animals had 
opened sacks of slaugh- 
tered chickens. 

"We need to be absolute- 
ly sure that the virus will 
not spread to other animals 
and that no animals infect- 
ed with the disease will be 


at large because they could 
be another transmission 
source,” a senior health 
official was quoted by the 
South China Morning Post 
as saying. 

"If we don’t take further 
steps to look into the 
potential natural reservoir 
of the disease, our efforts 
in killing all chickens will 
be in vain," he said. 

Meanwhile the protesters 
handed a petition to Chief 
Executive Tung Chee-hwa 
calling for immediate 
help. 

“We hope the govern- 
ment will meet with repre- 
sentatives from various 
trade unions, representing 
the poultry industry, to lis- 
ten to what they have to 
say.,, and their demands.” 
said legislator Tsang Yok- 
Sing. whose political 
party, the Democratic 
Alliance for the Better- 
ment of Hong Kong. 


helped organised the rally. 

Mr. Tsang said he hoped 
the government would 
form a taskforce ro tackle 
the crisis. 

“With no chickens, we 
have no other livelihood." 
said one market stallhold- 
er. The government has 
also banned indefinitely 
the imports of chickens 
from China, widely 
believed to be source of 
the H5N1 virus. 

"We’re only asking the 
government to assist us in 
this difficult period.’* she 
told reporters. 

The government has 
waived stallholder rents 
for the next three months, 
while chicken importers 
and farmers were to be 
paid 30 Hong Kong dollars 
($3.90) per chicken in 
compensation. 

Friday the government 
began registering those in 
need of public help. 


Philippine airports 
on alert for bird flu 

MANILA (AFP) — International airports in the Philip- 
pines have been placed on alert for smuggled goods and 
passengers from Hong Kong who could be infected with 
bird flu, an official said Sunday. 

All passengers from Hong Kong “are being checked (for 
the bird flu) by a doctor and interviewed” when they arrive 
at an airport here, said Agricultural Secretary Salvador 
Escudero. 

The move comes in spite of Hong Kong’s slaughter of 1.5 
million chickens in an efforr to stamp out the H5N1 virus, 
previously found only in chickens. 

Airport officials are also "seriously monitoring the entry 
of smuggled goods." from Hong Kong he added, to make 
sure the virus does not spread to the Philippines. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Escudero criticised Hong Kong officials 
for failing to do a “comprehensive study” on chickens 
before they were slaughtered to determine where the dis- 
ease comes from and how it is spread to humans. 

“The problem here is that not all those who were infect- 
ed by the disease had contact with chickens,” Mr. Escudero 
said. 

Two of the victims in Hong Kong are Filipina maids and 
President Fidel Ramos last week warned his country 
should "monitor carefully” developments over the tlu. 

Mr. Escudero, however, said that the Philippines has not 
“imported chicken and other meat since 1975,” from Hong 
Kong. 

He said the measures being taken were to avoid the 
spread of the bird flu here especially since the country has 
"some 115 million chicken and-9 million ducks.” 
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Inexplicable silence 

IF THE silence of the international community 
in the face of the growing carnage at the hands 
of savages in Algeria is shocking, the muted 
reaction of the Arab and Islamic countries is 
mind-boggling. The Organisation of Isl ami c 
Conference (OIC ) states have recently convened 
a historic summit in Tehran but failed to give 
the situation in Algeria the due attention it 
deserves. On the other hand, the apparent lack 
of interest by the Arab World cannot be 
explained in any meaningful way. We simply 
cannot dismiss our inaction as an attempt to 
stay away from the internal affairs of the North 
African Arab country. When tens of thousands 
of innocent Algerians, including infants and 
children, are being butchered in the most inhu- 
man way on almost daily basis we should not act 
as bystanders. How many more Algerians must 
have tbeir throats slit before the Arab and 
Islamic states rise to shoulder their responsibil- 
ity in working to halt the massacres. Our gov- 
ernments should be in the vanguard of those 
who have to move in a bid to stop the vicious 
crimes against humanity being perpetrated 
with apparent impunity in Algeria. It is more 
than ironic that at a time when the world is 
preparing the groundwork for commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, countless thou- 
sands continue to be slaughtered like sheep on 
the altar of Algerian politics. 

There has to be an immediate investigation 
into the atrocities so that their perpetrators can 
be identified, whoever they may be. In parallel 
with this, an initiative has to be taken with the' 
aim to put a speedy end to these crimes. Those 
found responsible have to be apprehended and 
prosecuted before an international tribunal as 
human rights criminals. No statute of limitation 
must apply on these atrocities as is the case with 
war crimes. 

Jordan, along with like-minded countries, can 
contribute to such an initiative by raising the 
issue in different international and regional 
fora. If there is a good cause for convening an 
Arab summit, it is now over the Algerian situa- 
tion. We cannot expect the other nations to 
become engaged with Algeria until and unless 
we Arabs and Muslims play the leading role. 
There can be no excuse or justification for 
watching helplessly. Now is the time to act. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al RaTs Fahed Fanek Sunday called on Jordan to re- 
consider its decision to attend the Turkish-Israeli-U.S. 
military exercises as an observer in order to safeguard 
its good relations with the Arab countries. Egypt. Syria. 
Iraq and other Arab states have displayed their dismay 
over Jordan's intended attendance at the joint exercises 
because they are firmly opposed to the Israeli-Turkish 
military axis and feel that this axis is an alliance direct- 
ed against Syria and other Arab states in the region. Dr. 
Fanek said. Israel has an interest in these exercises 
which shows that Syria is wjthin the Turkish-Israeli 
pincer's grip, while Turkey's interest is in posing a chal- 
lenge to Greece which was instrumental in lobbying the 
European Union to reject Turkey's application to the 
EU, according to the writer. He said the U.S.'s interest 
in Jordan's participation is lo show that its Middle East 
policies have not yet failed and that it still has triends in 
the region. Dr. Fanek said Jordan has no interest at aJ! 
in these exercises and should reconsider its decision 
because otherwise the gap between the government of 
Jordan and the Jordanian people will continue to widen. 

Al RaTs Sultan Al Hactab urged the concerned 
authorities to speed up investigations into the attack on 
the Iraqi commercial attache in Amman saying that it 
is in the best national interest to expose those who are 
trying to mar relations between the two Arab countries. 
The attack came in the wake of a successful visit to 
Baghdad by the minister of energy and mineral 
resources who secured a new and very favourable deal 
for Jordan's imports of Iraqi oil under very concession- 
ary terms. Hattab said that whoever the perpetrators 
might be. they can only be the enemies of Jordan and 
Iraq which have just overcome the negative effects of 
the execution of the four Jordanians in Iraq and agreed 
to maintain contact over the fate of the remaining 150 
Jordanian detainess in Iraqi jails. The writer said those 
behind the attack are clearly working to ruin good 
brotherly relations between Baghdad and Amman and 
derail Jordan's attempts at the international level to help 
lift the sanctions that are causing the Iraqi people 
aiiauisb. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


The pluses of being small and efficient 


RECENTLY. AT a meeting of busi- 
ness leaders and industrialists, it 
struck me that there is something 
inherently wrong about the way 
Jordanian businesses define their 
relationship with the public sector. 
Businesses want the public sector to 
stay out of business, while concomi- 
tantly they want the government to 
protect Jordanian industries — 
preferably forever — from the 
onslaught of better-made, lower- 
priced foreign products. Their 
dream: inputs would be imported 
duty-free and foreign goods would 
be heavily raxed. However, they for- 
get that what is an input to some is 
an output to others, and they tend to 
enjoy a selective type of amnesia 
when asked who is going to pay the 
high price of protectionism. This 
partnership/conspiracy of depen- 
dency, which they ask of the public 
sector is a product of years of hav- 
ing things done the old fashioned 
way, or more succinctly, the wrong 
way. 

C>ne example of the outcome of 
such a partnership is the obvious 
lack of efficiency in the private sec- 
tor. According to a study by the 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources. 10-35 per cent of the 
amount of electrical energy con- 
sumed by the industrial sector could 
be saved, which would in turn, 
reduce Jordan's energy bill by JD60 
million and possibly more, given the 
2.4 per cent oil price increase that is 
expected worldwide next year. 
Reducing Jordan's energy bill 
would positively impact the balance 
of payments and strengthen the fun- 
damental economic tenets upon 
which investment decisions are 
made. 

I have blamed some of the ineffi- 
ciency in the past on the fact that 
Jordan is dominated by small busi- 
nesses and claimed that small busi- 
nesses are not the long-term answer 
They are simply short-term, second- 
best types of solutions. This view 
seems to have been resonated, albeit 


indirectly, in an excellent study by 
Dr. Naseem Barham of the 
University of Jordan, The study 
determined that Jordan has only 3 19 
establishments (5.8 per cent of the 
total number of establishments) 
which employ more than 100 work- 
ers. and 218 establishments (3.9 per 
cent) which employ between 50-99 
employees. The number of estab- 
lishments that employ 25-49 work- 
ers is 429 or 7.8 per cent of the total 
number of establishments, while 
1.599 establishments (29 per cent) 
employ 10-24 workers each, and the 
remaining 2,949 (53.5 per cent) 
employ 5-9 workers per Firm. In 
other words. 82.5 per cent of 
Jordanian firms can be classified as 
smalk (employ less than 25 work- 
ers): 7.8 per "cent of the firms are 
viewed as medium (employ 25-49 
workers); and 9.7 per cent are clas- 
sified as large (employ over 50 
workers). Therefore, the majority of 
Jordanian businesses are small. 

If the domestic 
market does not care 
to compete , then and 
with very fittie gov- 
ernment interference , 
the market should 
become open for 
foreign competition . 

Why? 

Even though the Barham study 
does not address this question, it 
does point to several empirical find- 
ings which could be useful in identi- 
fying the answer. Businesses have 
started in Jordan via a quota system 
which bestowed import quotas upon 
individuals and families (this sys- 
tem which provides the ultimate 
form of protection to any industry 
and is banned by the World Trade 


Organisation (WTO) and its prede- 
cessor the General Agreement on 
Trade and Tariffs (GATT). Also, 
most businesses (72.1 per cent) are 
either general partnerships or sole 
proprietorships, with most of the 
partnerships being family partner- 
ships which makes lending to these 
enterprises very limited due to the 
high risk of this form of enterprise 
and therefore limits capital expan- 
sion options. Families tend to diver- 
sify their holdings, thus venturing 
into unrelated business activities 
(for example, one family went into 
textiles, vegetable oil and pharma- 
ceuticals) instead ' of specialising 
and enhancing the competitiveness 
of their businesses by creating more 
value added (which would have cre- 
ated larger markets for Jordanian 
goods abroad). Much of the invest- 
ment went into the construction 
industry which has been undir the 
tutelage and control of the public 
sector thereby placing the invest- 
ment role, indirectly, with the public 
sector. And finally. Jordanians start 
business late in life (38 years of age) 
compared to entrepreneurs located 
elsewhere in the region, possibly 
because they have to rely upon fam- 
ily resources and approval, which 
usually hinge upon whether the per- 
son is viewed by the family as 
mature or not. 

The Jordanian industry heeds 
more competition and less quotas 
and protection. If the domestic mar- 
ket does not care to compete, then 
and with very little government 
interference, the market should 
become open for foreign competi- 
tion. Subsidies to businesses should 
become a thing of the past. And pro- 
tectionism. in all its forms, should 
be removed from all aspects of 
Jordanian business: those who ask 
for greater taxes to be levied on 
some imports are actually asking 
consumer and nation to pay for their 
inefficiency. j 


Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Abdullah 
reroutes the ship of state 


By Robin Wright 

RIYADH — Two years 
after the Saudi monarch 
suffered a serious stroke, 
the kingdom has all but 
completed a quiet but 
decisive transition from 
ailing King Fahd to 
Crown Prince Abdullah 
Bin Abdul Aziz, a shift 
altering issues ranging 
from Gulf policies to U.S. 
relations, according to 
Western envoys in the 
kingdom and U.S. ana- 
lysts. 

"Abdullah, who was for 
decades a man of the 
future, has recently very 
much become the man of 
the hour," said a former 
U.S. official with contin- 
uing ties to the region. 

"It’s increasingly unac- 
ceptable to do important 
business without going to 
him first.” the former offi- 
cial said. "Even important 
Aramco correspondence 
is now signed by the 
crown prince for the 
king." Aramco is the 
Saudi state oil company. 

Significant changes in 
policy are already visible, 
most notably in economic 
policy. There is now new 
emphasis on austerity 
previously unknown in 
the oil-producing nation 

— with a rippling impact 
on allies. 

To help balance the bud- 
get. for example. Prince 
Abdullah is prepared to 
forgo some of the expen- 
sive U.S. military equip- 
ment and technology that 
poured into the kingdom 
for a quarter of a century 

— and channelled billions 
of petro-dollars back into 
American coffers, accord- 
ing to the diplomats and 
analysis, who include for- 
mer government officials. 

The transition also is 
beginning to shift Saudi 
Arabia’s approach to cen- 
tral diplomatic and secu- 
rity issues. As the king- 
dom reaches out diplo- 
matically to engage 
regional rivals once 
viewed as threats, includ- 
ing Iran. Saudi Arabia 
ultimately could become 
less dependent on the 
U.S. military, the sources 
say. 

‘These have always 
been two very different 


men.” a Western envoy in 
Riyadh said about the 
king and his half-brother. 
“Enough time has now 
passed to be able to see 
the differences.” 


security 


to 


Saudi 
America. 

Although major deci- 
sions usually involve fam- 
ily consensus. King Fahd 
widely is said to have 


“Abdullah, who was for decades 
a man of the future, has recently 
very much become the man of 
the hour.” 


The crown prince was 
initially hesitant to make 
decisions for fear of 
crowding King Fahd. who 
temporarily appointed 
Prince Abdullah to act on 
his behalf after a stroke in 
1995. The king is in his 
mid-70s. Prince Abdullah 
is just two years younger, 
but he is in far better 
health. 

King Fahd officially 
resumed power several 
months after his stroke, 
but unofficially continued 
to rely on Prince 
Abdullah because of the 
king's health problems. 
"He has been suffering 
from memory loss and 
limited powers of concen- 
tration for years,” said 
Simon Henderson, author 
of a report for the 
Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy. 

The king still receives 
visiting dignitaries; last 
month he met with the 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, and 
President Nelson 

Mandela of South Africa. 
But diplomats say King 
Fahd’s mental capabilities 
vary seriously. 


decided unilaterally in 
1990, during talks with 
the U.S. defence secrelary 
at the time. Dick Cheney, 
to allow half a million 
American troops into the 
kingdom after Iraq invad- 
ed Kuwait. 

The king also spent SI 
trillion to build a national 
infrastructure and a mod- 
ern army almost from 
scratch. Central to those 
efforts were American 
corporations. including 
airplane makers, telecom- 
munications companies, 
architects, health care and 
construction companies. 

Saudi purchases became 
so critical to the U.S. 
arms industry that certain 
equipment, including one 
of the most modern tanks, 
would not have been cost- 
efficient without them. 

In contrast to King 
Fahd. Prince Abdullah's 
main responsibility for 
the past 30 years has been 
commanding the National 
Guard, a force indepen- 
dent of the Defence 
Ministry that is partly 
charged with the king- 
dom’s security and its 
economic installations. 


Prince Abdullah is strongly in 
favour of security based on 
regional peace, even with 
long-standing rivals. 


The transition increas- 
ingly will be felt in 
Washington, (he sources 
say. although not neces- 
sarily in negative ways. 

King Fahd, who master- 
minded the modernisation 
of the country, is largely 
responsible for upgrading 
relations and then linking 


Through U.S. trainers of 
the National Guard, he 
developed close ties to 
Washington. Several U.S. 
major generals have 
served as advisers to him. 
even during tense rela- 
tions in (he 1960s and 
1970s. 

Yet despite those rela- 


tions. the crown prince is 
more of an Arab national- 
ist than is the king, and he 
is also a more devout 
Sunni Muslim and there- 
fore less tolerant of non- 
lslamic practices. Many 
of his closest advisers are 
Syrian and Lebanese, and 
his wife is Syrian. 

Prince Abdullah is 
strongly in favour of 
security based on regional 
peace, even with long- 
standing rivals. In a 
speech to the Islamic 
Conference summit in 
Tehran last month, the 
prince' called for coexis- 
tence with the predomi- 
nantly Shiite state, which 
has a vastly different 
political system. 

He then proposed Iran- 
U.S. reconciliation. “I do 
not think it would be dif- 
ficult for the brotherly 
Iranian people and for a 
big power like the United 
States to reach a solution 
to any disagreement 
between them” he said. 

The prince also differs 
on the peace process. 
“Abdullah is bolder than 
Fahd in seeing the bene- 
fits of an Arab-Israeli 
accommodation, but less 
patient” with the time it is 
taking to resolve the 
issue, a former senior 
envoy to Saudi Arabia 
said. "The king has been 
willing to give the benefit 
of the doubt to the 
process, whereas the 
crown prince is not.” 

Regarding the economy. 
Prince Abdullah wants to 
balance the budget — for- 
going the kind of big- 
ticket U.S. items his older 
brother favoured. While 
King Fahd believes 
Aramco and God always 
will provide for the king- 
dom, diplomats and ana- 
lysts say. Prince Abdullah 
is a pragmatist who is 
aware that expenses are 
growing as population 
grows, yet income is 
dependent on a finite 
amount of oil with mar- 
ket-driven prices and quo- 
tas. 

This article is reprinted 
from the International 
Herald Tribune. 


Human Rights File 
High commissioner’s 

lonely battle 


By Waleed M. Sadi 

MARY ROBINSON the new U.N. High Commissioner 
for Human Rights has tried in vain to establish herself as 
a "doer” when it comes to human rights violations by tak- 
ing on the recurrent crimes against humanity in Algeria 
and Rwanda. Her proposal to convene the U.N. 
Commission on Human Rights to debate the grim situa- 
tion in Algeria was rebuffed by the commission's mem- 
bers. a setback from which the High Commissioner 
sought to recover. Mrs. Robinson's other initiative, in the 
wake of her first failure, was to try to convince the com- 
mission that the periodic atrocities being perpetrated in 
Algeria are an international concern by calling on Algeria 
to accept an international investigation of these slaughters 
of innocent people, including women and children. 

On both counts she ruffled the feathers of the Algerian 
government which accused her of attempting to meddle in 
die country's internal affairs. 

There is noldoubt that the former president of Ireland, 
who took on the responsibility of heading the U.N. human 
rights efforts. 1 has been acting in good faith and cannot 
understand why anybody including the Algerian authori- 
ties would to object to her attempts to get to the bottom of 
the carnage. The merits of Mrs. Robinson's initiatives are 
clear enough. Systematic and grave human rights viola- 
tions are not only domestic issues but also international 
concerns. The entire U.N. human rights machinery is 
founded on the growing jurisprudence thar gross human 
rights violations are subject to international scrutiny. J 
Otherwise there is really no justification for the U.N. sys- ' 
tem to create such an expensive machinery to look into 
human rights abuses. Throat slitting, on such a wide scale, 
is barbaric and inhuman and demands immediate and 
effective measures that have not yet been taken. The per- 
petrators are a pack of sub-humans who deserve the sever- 
est punishment To witness watching the almost daily 
butchery without genuine reaction is really distressing. 

The consent of states to international investigation is 
still the rule of thumb, but there will come a day when 
even state acceptance of international surveillance would 
not be necessary'. The Algerian government has been dy- 
ing to combat these killings but has failed to arrest these 
atrocities. Hardly a day passes without the world awaken- 
ing to the shocking news of yet another wave of butchery 
in the north African Arab country. The Algerian govern- 
ment would have been well advised to cooperate with the 
High Commissioner since it loo has a vested interest in 
preventing the garotting of its citizens, and apprehending 
and punishing the guilty. Failing to do so on its own the 
Algerian govern mnet should have been the first to seek 
help from international quarters. And what better U.N. 
agency is there to do that than the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights represented in its new face by the new 
head of the U.N. human rights machineiy. A negative 
stance on the U.N. initiative is not really in the enlight- 
ened interest of Algeria. 

Short of full cooperation from Algeirs. still any interna- 
tional effort to put an end to the atrocities would be frus- 
trated, Without the deployment of U.N. peace keeping] 
forces, something which is clearly not in the cards even [ 
according to the High Commissioner's scenario, there is j 
really very little that the U.N. can do at this stage. At best. | 
U.N. observers can investigate the recurrent atrocities and i 
identify the culprits. Even then, without the unrestricted 
cooperation and assistance of the authorities, any such 
investigation would be incomplete. This is where the con- ] 
sent and cooperation of the Algerian goverment is sin qua 
non to any serious international effort to at least make a 
start in the effort to put an end to the carnage in Algeria. 
Unsuccessful in combatting the recurrence of crimes 
against humanity within its territory. Algiers should seek j 
assistance from international quarters to at least begin an 
end to the bloodshed. This is the essence of Mo- 
Robinson's case on the Algerian file. j 


LETTERS 


‘Reduced impact’ 

To the editor: j 

i 

IT WAS disappointing to read so distinguished an ! 
academic as Dr. Kama) Salibi make so many factual j 
mistakes in his article "CNN host shows non-con- , 
cem for Christians of the Holy Land” (Jordan Times- 
Dec. 31, 1997). The Church Mission Society (CMS)- | 
of which we are members, has nothing to do with r 
Christ Church in Jerusalem or with Rev'd Ray | 
Lockhart. CMS has a distinguished history in the i 
Near East, including founding the Ahliyy.ah j 
("CMS”) School in Jordan. It has no sympathy with 
Zionist Christianity and has been supportive of man) j 
issues of justice throughout the world, including (he • 
Palestinian cause. j 

Furthermore, although we are pastors of expatriate ; 
congregations, we are certainly not part of the j 
Church of England. Like Dr. Salibi. we are part of j 
the Arab Episcopal Church, which is indeed o ver ' * 
whelm ingly Arab. We are pleased to serve under | 
Arab bishops and alongside Arab priests and Aroh j 
congregations. 

We are as unhappy as Dr. Salibi with any non-con- j 
cem for Palestinian Christians, but regret that tiff i 
impact of his article was reduced by the inaccuracies ; 
mentioned above. - ] 

i 

Rev’d John Chiton* j 

Vicar, AW Saints . 

Beirut I 

Rev’d Stephen Griffi^ j 
Chaplain to Syria t 

P-S. There is a double sadness in writing this let** i 
ihe natural person to write was Rev'd Derfl* \ 
Hcame, Chaplain in Jordan. Sadly he died sudden 1 ) ; 
of a heart attack on Dec. 29th. May he rest in pw tf ] 
with the Lord he loved. • 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contribute 
jrom its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. 
intended for publication should contain the writer's J 
name and preferably address as well. Names can 
withheld upon request but onh under special ci# 11 
stant es. Letters are subject to editing and abridges- 
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By Guillermo Altares 

France Press? 

MADRID — Spain's popu- 
lar King Juan Carlos will 
celebrate his 60th birthday 
today with a simple, family 
celebration in the style that 
has endeared him to his 
countrymen and won him 
respect as the best defence 
of their young democracy. 

The sole public event to 
mark the monarch's birth- 
day will bee concert at the 
newly reopened Madrid 
opera. But typically, the 
royal household has down- 
played this, stressing that it 
coincides with the annual 
celebration of Los Reyes, 
or the feast of the 
Ephiphnny, one of the key 
Christmas season events in 
this traditionally Catholic 
country. Discretion remains 


one of Juan Carlos' strong 
points, a fact widely appre- 
ciated by Spaniards horri- 
fied by the scandals that 
surround some European 
royalty. In a poll last year. 
S4 per cent of people sur- 
veyed gave "good” or 
“very good” marks for their 
king's conduct. 

The Bourbons of Spain 
emerge as a simple, mod- 
em royal family ihat has 
avoided lavish displays of 
wealth or privilege. They 
also cost Spain relatively 
little. The Spanish royal 
family's budget in 1997 
was about 990 million 
peserus. or $6.6 million. 
This was less than that of 
the Dutch royal family — 
S6.8 million — and less 
that rhat of monarchies in 
smaller countries such as 
Sweden — $9.6 million — 



King Juan Carlos, father of the bride, escorts 
Princess Cristina into Barcelona's Gothic cathe- 
dral last October. The princess wed Basque 
sportsman Inaki Urdangarin <afp photo) 


30 years ago — 


By Jan Tucek 

A genre France Press e 

PRAGUE — Thirty 
years ago. the ouster of 
Stalinist ruler Antonin 
Novotny touched off the 
“Prague Spring” liberali- 
sation movement. 

Czechoslovakia's brief 
but explosive break from 
communist oppression 
that spread defiantly 
until it was crushed by 
Soviet tanks. Novotny, 
the long-time chief of 
the Czechoslovak com- 
munist party, was 
replaced on Jan. 5. I96S. 
by Alexander Dubcek. a 
Slovak whose support 
for democratic reforms 
was the catalyst for this 
flowering of free expres- 
sion. Though it turned 
out to be only a short- 
lived aside in Cold War 
history, the “Prague 
Spring” movement 

caught world attention 
and came to symbolise 
the intellectual revolt 
behind the Iron Curtain. 
It was to inspire the final 
chapter two decades later 
when the 1989 Velvet 
Revolution brought a 
peaceful end to the com- 
munist era here. 

The infamous party 
session that precipitated 
•the events of 1968 had 
resumed work — after a 
break for Christmas and 
New Year's festivities 
— on Jan. 2, clouded by 
a power struggle brewing 
since the previous 
autumn. Novotny, who 
had been Czechoslova- 
kia's party chief since 
1953 and head of state 
since 1957, had seen his 
leadership called into 
question, not only over 
his government's poor 
economic performance 
but also because of his 


perceived arrogance 
towards the Slovaks and 
his brutal repression of a 
student demonstration in 
the capital in late Octo- 
ber 1967. Despite his 
promises of "economic 
reform” and “socialist 
democrulisation” in his 
New Year's speech, 
Novotny was forced to 
give up his post as party 
first secretary on Jan. 4, 
1969 after a long and 
tense debate. A politburo 
session, held as always 
behind closed doors, 
finally chose Alexander 
Dubcek, a 46-vear-oId 
Slovak, as his successor. 

Dubcek was seen as the 
perfect compromise can- 
didate — agreeable to 
both the “orthodox” 
communists but also to a 
forceful wave of reform- 
ers close to then influen- 
tial economist Ota Sik. 
Officially elected party 
feader on Jan. 5, 1968, 
Dubcek initially gave the 
impression that he had 
been thrust into power 
acainst his will but then 
quickly set the stage for 
changes that made him 
the symbol ot "Prague 
Spring.” 

Novotny held on to his 
post as head of state until 
March 196S. when he 
resigned and was suc- 
ceeded by General Lud- 
vik Svoboda. the former 
commander 9* 

Czechoslovak troops in 
the Red Army during the 
war. The ' following 
month. April 1968. a new 
government was named, 
led by reformer Oldrich 
Cernik, one of the men 
who 'helped orchestrate 
the fall of Novotny. It 
was his nomination, the 
party’s decision to adopt 
a “programme of action 
to introduce “socialism 


or Denmark — $8.5 mil- 
lion. It is also far inferior 
to distant relatives, the 
Windsors of Britain — 
who are related through a 
Greek branch of the family 
to J nan' Carlos' wife Queen 
Sofia. A total £7.9 million 
pounds ($12.75 million i 
has been accorded by the 
British parliament to 
Queen Elizabeth, her hus- 
band and her mother alone. 

But Juan Carlos refuses 
to take his popularity for 
grunted. "It takes a lot for 
a monarchy to become 
deeply-rooted in the heart 
of a nation. God willing. I 
will continue to work so 
that Spaniards accept (his 
person they so touchingly 
call Juan Carlos," he said in 
a long interview published 
in book form by write Jose 
Luis de Vilallongu. 

Though the Bourbon 
dynasty has reigned in 
Spain since the start of the 
I Sih century, recent history 
illustrates just how close it 
came to collapse. Juan Car- 
los was bom on January 5. 
1938, in exile in Rome 
where his family found 
refuge after a republic was 
proclaimed in Spain in 
April 1931. His wife. Sofia 
of Greece, is also a member 
of a deposed royal family. 
His father, Don Juan, duke 
of Barcelona who became 
head of the Spanish royal 
family on the death of his 
father Alfonso XIII in 
1941, has gone down in 
history as "son of a kina, 
father of a king, but never 
king.” Juan Carlos' chance 
to return home came 
towards the end of dictator 
Francisco Franco's rule 
when in 1969. Franco des- 
ignated the prince as the 
future king and his succes- 
sor as head of state. After 
Franco's death in Novem- 
ber 1975, Juan Carlos was 
sworn in as king. 

As head of state though 
without real powers. Juan • 
Carlos presided over the 
formal dissolution of insti- 
tutions set up under the 
Franco regime and helped 
guide the" country to free 
elections in June 1977. 
With Spain still tom by 
memories of its bloody 


three-year civil war from 
1936 to 1939 and Tour 
decades of dictatorship 
under General Franco. 
Juan Caries had the fore- 
sight to stay out of politics 
and act instead us a guaran- 
tor for a nascent democrati- 
sation started two years 
earlier at Franco's death. 
One of his biggest tests in 
this role came in the 
attempted coup d'etat by 
right-wing military officers 
on February 23. 1981. 

That day. while an officer 
in (he Spanish Civil Guard, 
Lieutenant Colonel Anto- 
nio Tejero, terrorised 
deputies, holding them at 
gunpoint in parliament 
while the nation watched 
live on television. Juan 
Carlos swept into action to 
foil the coup. The king 
telephoned each of the lop 
1 1 army generals and per- 
suaded them not tu join in. 
The following morning the 
coup was aborted. 

One of the stories from 
that day that continues to 
be told, says Juan Carlos 
brought his son, Felipe, 
then 13, into his office with 
him and told the boy, 
“Watch what you have to 
do when you are king.” 
Whether true or not. it dis- 
plays the public admiration 
that surrounds Juan Carlos. 

While basking in popu- 
larity at home, the king has 
also been a skillful publi- 
cist both for himself and 
Spain abroad. Since 1976. 
he has made S3 trips and 
official visits around the 
globe, all the while shield- 
ing his private life from the 
tabloid press and scandal 
sheets. He clearly has tried 
to transmit his values and 
vision of the monarchy to 
his children, princesses 
Elena, 35, and Cristina, 33, 
and especially to his son 
Felipe, prince of Asturias 
and heir to the throne, who 
will celebrate his 30th 
birtfuJayTaiei 1 this month" on 
Jan. 30. 'The only one of 
Juan Carlos' children still 
not married. Felipe too is 
well-liked by Spaniards — 
rating 84 per cent support 
in a recent poll — and is 
considered one of Europe's 
most eligible bachelors. 



Above King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia of Spain. Below, a earlier photo of the Spanish monarchs 
with their children (from left) La Infanta Elena, La Infanta Cristina and Prince Felipe <afp photos) 



start of Prague Spring 



Alexander Dubceck receives a doctor honoris causa at the University of 
Bologna, Italy, Nov. 12, 1988 when he was permitted by the Czechoslovak 
authorities to go abroad (Sygma photo: L Bertolucci) 


Charity banquets at mosques feed 
the poor, needy during Ramadan 


with a human face” and 
tentative reforms to 
implement a mild form 
of market economy that 
put the liberalisation 
process that had started 
off in January, into full 
swing. 

Then Soviet leader 
Leonid Brezhnev, watch- 
ing from a distance in 
Moscow, repeatedly 
warned Prague to keep 
liberalisation in check. 
When a final warning 
went unheeded in July, 


Warsaw Pact troops and 
tanks invaded in August 
1968 to crush this new- 
found freedom and re- 
establish a totalitarian 
regime. Students and 
workers tried to resist 
with riots and demon- 
strations, but press cen- 
sorship was reimposed 
and reformers were oust- 
ed in what sealed a 
return to old-style con- 
straints that carried on 
for another 20 years. 
Dubcek himself was ban- 


ished from the public eye 
during the days of pro- 
Soviet “normalization," 
reappearing only in Nov. 
19S9 during the coun- 
try’s Velvet Revolution 
as communist rule col- 
lapsed across the old 
Eastern bloc. He became 
speaker of the new post- 
communist parliament, 
but died on Nov. 7, 
1992, from injuries in a 
mysterious car accident 
that has never been 
clearly explained. 


By Ahmad Kfaatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hundreds of 
charity banquets have 
sprung up at the Kingdom’s 
mosques to feed Jordan's 
poor and needy during the 
Holy Month of Ramadan. 

The banquets, known as 
“Mawa'ad A1 Rahman.” 
reflect the spirit of 
Ramadan, which encour- 
ages acts of mercy and giv- 
ing. 

Outside several mosques, 
poor Jordanians, many of 
them families, waited to get 
to the tables to eaL 

"Thank God we have 
these banquets, or else we 
would have died from 
hunger.” said street vendor 
Msameh Ahmad, 46, a 
father of seven. 

The banquets offer 
Ramadan specials such as 
dates, yoghurt bread, meat, 
chicken, rice, fruits, and 
sweets. 

They are sponsored by the 
Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs, which 
invites restaurants to take 
part in a food tender to sup- 
ply these banquets through- 
out the duration of 
Ramadan. 

In parallel, dozens of non- 
governmental charities, 
many of them chaired by 
Royal family members, are 
organising similar functions 
for Jordan’s orphans and the 
poor. Many are involved in 
campaigns to collect 
money, food, and other 
donations. 

‘These banquets ensure 
the spirit of Ramadan,” 
Hamdi Murad, the min- 
istry's assistant secretary 
general, told the Jordan 
Times. 

“From an Islamic point of 
view. Mawa'ad A1 Rahman 
is one of the oldest methods 
in Islam to express the 
importance of family Jinks, 
brotherhood, and social sol- 


idarity,” he said. 

“They also help preserve 
the dignity of needy people, 
regardless of their race, reli- 
gion, or colour, by keeping 
them away from begging.” 
The ministry’s Zakat 
(alms for the poor) Fund, 
which launched the idea of 
these banquets years ago. 
also offers clothes, station- 
ary. and money to needy 
Jordanians. It relies on 
alms, one of die five basic 
pillars of Islam, and on 
donations from wealthier 
Muslims. 

“ From an 
Islamic point of 
view , Mawa'ad 
At Rahman is 
one of the 
oldest methods 
in Islam to 
express the 
importance of 
family links, 
brotherhood, 
and social 
solidarity ” 

According to official fig- 
ures, around 30 per cent of 
Jordan's 4.2 million people 
live below the poverty line. 
Unemployment is officially 
put at 15 per cent and unof- 
ficially at between 22 and 
27 per cent. 

Dr. Murad said the min- 
istry wanted to widen the 
concept of Mawa’ad A1 
Rahman by setting up year- 
round Takiyehs (Muslim- 
style hospices offering free- 
food to the poor) across die 
country. 

“I believe this will benefit 
all the needy people,” Dr. 
Murad said. 


He said the ministry fol- 
lowed a certain mechanism 
to ensure that food and aid 
reached the needy by form- 
ing several committees to 
study cases of impoverished 
families, regardless of their 
religion or nationality. 

Dr. Murad said the 
Mawa'ad A1 Rahman menu 
is comprehensive in terms 
of the meal’s variety' and 
nutritional value. 

"Every year the ministry 
announces a lender and asks 
several well-known restau- 
rants in all districts to pre- 
pare meals that have all nec- 
essary nutrients.” he stated. 

He said special cards 
would be distributed in die 
future to enable needy Jor- 
danians to benefit from 
diese banquets. 

"Sometimes the ministry 
.ensures the transportation 
of the poor families to These 
food centres and in some 
cases, delivers food to their 
homes if they have a diffi- 
culty in moving.” 

HRH Princess Bnsma 
hosted an iftar banquet for 
125 orphaned children 
under the month-long 
Ramadan Charity Cam- 
paign launched by the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF) to col- 
lect food and in-kind dona- 
tions. 

Princess Basnia. who 
chairs the institution, initiat- 
ed the drive in 1991. 

She also spoke with chil- 
dren from various orphan- 
ages and watched them sing 
and dance. 

In the past seven years, 
the QAF collected JD1.3 
million from these cam- 
paigns and helped 750.000 
people. 

Jordan's Rotary Clubs are 
also organising similar 
activities, launching iftar 
banquets for the poor and 
collecting money and other 
donations. 
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Saudis launch reforms to revive economy 



ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The Saudi cabinet's deci- 
sion to privatise the Gulf 
kingdom's vast telecommu- 
nication sector will pave 
the way for similar opera- 
tions in other sectors, Saudi 
economic experts have 
said. 

“It is the first major 
reform measure in Saudi 
Arabia's successive devel- 
opment plans and I believe 
it would open the door for 
similar steps in other sec- 
tors," said Ihsan Abu Huiei- 

ka, a prominent Saudi econ- 
omist. 

Mr. Huleika called the 
move “the beginning of the 
long-awaited reform pro- 
gramme announced by the 
government three years 
ago” to revive its oil-depen- 
dent economy and attract 
capital. 

“It reflects (the govern- 
ment's) seriousness in 
implementing economic 
restructuring programmes 
and expand the role of the 
private sector in domestic 
development." he told AFP 
from Riyadh. 

The Saudi cabinet decid- 
ed to set up a joint-stock 
company in participation 


with the private sector 
within six months to oper- 
ate the country’s telephone 
and telegraphic services. 

The cabinet statement 
gave no details of the Saudi 
Arabian Telecommunica- 
tion Company, but bankers 
expected the government to 
have a large shareholding in 
the venture given the vast 
investments needed for that 
sector. 

Saudi Arabia, its econo- 
my hurt by fluctuating oil- 
prices. approved a reformist 
five-year plan that started 
in 1995. 

It said privatisation would 
include profitable sectors 
such as telecommunication, 
the postal service, airports, 
electricity, water and other 
services. 

But the programme was 
delayed apparently after a 
surge in crude prices in the 
following two years filled 
its coffers and boosted the 
economy. 

“Privatisations in Saudi 
Arabia will ease the finan- 
cial bunden on the govern- 
ment, secure financing for 
future projects and attract 
investment by the private 
sector which has huge 


capabilities," Mr. Abu 
Huleika said. 

“The decision is very sig- 
nificant as the telecommu- 
nication sector has a partic- 
ular characteristic, which is 
that there should be contin- 
uous investments in it to 
ensure its viability and 
development.” he added. 

The decision coincided 
with plans to expand the 
telecommunication sector 
to face a rapid increase in 
demand due to growing 
population and business. 

Between 1995 and 2000, 
nearly 1 .5 million new tele- 
phone and telegraphic lines 
are planned on top of the 
current 1.7-million-line 
network. 

The project will cost 
around $4.5 billion while 
more than S10 billion will 
have to be spent on other 
telecommunication projects 
until 2010. Tens of billions 
of dollars are also needed 
for expansion of other sec- 
tors. 

Saudi Arabia, which has 
the biggest economy in the 
22-member Arab League, is 
also planning to sell pan of 
its national carrier. Saudia, 
to the private sector. 


For this purpose, it has 
embarked on restructuring 
the airlines for it to operate 
on a commercial basis. 

“There is a decision by 
the government that public 
enterprises which will be 
privatised should be prof- 
itable. It is a pre-requisite in 
the reform programme as 
this will encourage private 
contribution.” a Saudi 
banker said. 

Bankers said they expect- 
ed the sell-offs in Saudi 
Arabia to fetch the govern- 
ment more than $20 billion, 
ease its financial problems 
and allow it to channel 
more funds into other 
development projects. 

“The ‘ decision on 
telecommunication is pan 
of the country’s programme 
to privatise government 
institutions.” said Hamad 
Al Sayari, governor of the 
Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency (central bank). 

r it is intended to upgrade 
the efficiency of such ser- 
vices so they will run on a 
commercial basis, boost 
revenue and serve the 
national economy.” he told 
the United Arab Emirates 
daily Al Ittihad. 


Japan economy contracting — OECD 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's 
economy, hit by slack 
domestic demand, the 
financial crises across 
Asia and problems in its 
own Financial sector, is in 
the midst of a contraction, 
the Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) has 
said. 

The OECD, noting the 
importance of Japan to the 
health of the rest of the 
29-nation group, said 
things were bad enough in 
Japan earlier this year and 
that they had got worse. 

The report, part of the 
annual survey of OECD 
nations, avoided the polit- 
ically sensitive word 
“recession," instead 1 say- 
ing: "In Japan, where the 
expansion that started in 
1996 faltered during 1997. 
the recovery has become 
increasingly fragile.” 

It predicted, however, 
that the gross domestic 
product (GDP), the value 
of all economic output, 
would show a 0.7 per cent 
contraction (at an annual 
rate) for the second half of 
this year. That is one of 
the standard — although 
not definitive — defini- 
tions of a/ecession. 

It said this slump would 
cut growth in the GDP to a 
mere 0.5 per cent this 
year, lower than the 0.8 
per cent predicted in a 


report issued iu December 
and down sharply from 
the 2.3 per cent forecast in 
June. 

It said the future did not 
look much brighter with 
growth projected at 1.7 
per cent in 1998. down 
from the June forecast of 
2.9 percent. For 1999, it 
put growth at 2. 1 per cent. 

The OECD presented a 
now-familiar series of rec- 
ommendations for the 
Japanese government: 
Shore up the banking sec- 
tor with public funds, 
don’t try so hard to quick- 
ly wipe out the govern- 
ment budget deficits and 
watch out for a ending 
squeeze that could hit 
small arid mediunf-s&ed 
companies. ;; • 

• “In Japan, recent eVents 
have highlighted the 
underlying weaknesses of 
the financial sector. 
Already fragile balance 
sheet positions of some 
banks have been affected 
by tailing equity prices, 
reinforcing the need for 
authorities to act promptly 
and effectively to restore 
confidence in the financial 
sector." said the] report, 
written in early November 
before the collapse of 
number four broker 
Yamaichi Securities. 

It weighed into an ongo- 
ing domestic political bat- 
tle by saying that restoring 


confidence would require 
“the use of government 
funds, as was the case in 
other OECD countries 
confronted with banking 
crises during the 1980s 
and early 1990s." 

It noted that the fall in 
share prices had worsened 
the financial state of some 
banks since they could no 
longer cash in profits on 
shares to write off bad 
loans. It said that unless 
the government tackled 
the issue of the financial 
sector, lenders could 
become more caurious. 

“This could result in dif- 
ficulties for smaller and 
medium-sized companies 
dependent on credit for 
co their expansion, so further 
weakening growth." the 
“ report said. 

It also said that the gov- 
ernment. which has been 
primarily concerned with 
. cutting Japan’s massive 
budget deficit, must be 
tuned to "secure the pre- 
sent recovery." 

It suggested tax cuts 
now that could then later 
be offset by cuts in gov- 
ernment spending. But it 
said such cuts should be 
permanent so that the tra- 
ditionally thrifty Japanese 
resist the urge to put the 
money into savings 
instead of spending it 
because of their own wor- 
ries about the future. 


Egyptian 
parliament 
endorses 
income 
tax cuts 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt's parlia- 
ment has enacted legislation 
that reduces the maximum 
income tax rare to 40 per cent 
from 48 percent, state television 
said. 

The law also increases tax- 
free income allowances to a 
maximum of 3,000 pounds 
($884) from 1.680 pounds. The 
new tax rales range from 20 per 
cent on the first 2.000 pounds to. 
40 per cent on more than 16.000 
pounds, the television said. - 

Finance Minister Mohieddin 
Al Gharib told parliament the 
changes were in line with "gov- 
ernment policy to ease burdens 
on citizens, particularly low- 
income people..and encourage 
investment,’’ 

He said last week that the cuts 
would cost the treasury about 
245 million pounds a year, but 
forecast that the gross tax 
receipts would not fall because 
of rising incomes. 

Egypt’s gross domestic prod- 
uct is expected to grow by at 
least 52 per cent in fiscal 
1997/S (JhJy-June) from 5.1 per 
cent in 19967. 

Egypt last changed its income 
tax structure in 1994. 


U.S. risks overheating, may 
have to cut rates — IMF 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The U.S. economy is grow- 
ing at an unsustainable rate 
and federal reserve policy- 
makers may be forced to 
raise interest rates in the 
near future to cool it off, the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has said. 

In its Interim World Eco- 
nomic Outlook, the fund 
said there was little reason 
to expect growth in the 
world's top economy, now 

in the seventh year of an 
unbroken expansion, to 
slow significantly despite a 
raging financial crisis in 
Asia. 

Interest rates would have 
to be raised if growth did 
“not slow to a sustainable 
pace.” the report said. The 
IMF expects the U.S. econ- 
omy to expand by 2.4 per 
cent this year after output 
grew an estimated 3.5 per 
cent in 1997. 

"If it were not for the 
weakness in Asia and its 
expected effect on the U.S. 
economy, (because) what 
has clearly been an unsus- 
tainable path over the past 
one and a half years, the 
Fed would have tightened 
in November and Decem- 
ber." IMF chief economist 
Michael Mussa told a news 
conference.. “IThat would 
have been reasonable and 
prudent." 

The U.S. central bank has 
left i interest rates 
unchanged since March, 
when it bumped up the key 
overnight Fed funds rate by 
a quarter-percentage point 
to 5.5 per cent. It has since 
resisted from raising rates 
amid the expectation of a 
slowdown in growth and 
the apparent lack of strong 
inflation pressures. 


For now. the IMF 
acknowledged that was the 
right policy, saying higher 
interest rates at this point 
risked unsettling already 
jittery global financial mar- 
kets even more. The rate 
outlook for next year^how- 
ever. depended on the 
extent to which the turmoil 
in Asia would affect the 
buoyant U.S. economy. 

Already, the international 

community has put up 

more than $100 billion in 
emergency help for South 
Korea. Indonesia and Thai- 
land. the hardest-hit of the 
former “Asian Tigers." 

Lower demand from Asia 
is expected to put a lid on 
U.S. exports while also 
keeping inflation in check 
as producers from the 
region slash prices of goods 
they sell to the United 
States in a bid to gain mar- 
ket share. 

If the turmoil in the 
region worsened, the IMF 
said policy makers in North 
America and Europe may 
actually have to lower rates 
to prevent the situation 
from spiralling out of con- 
trol. 

“In such a scenario, there 
could be a need for timely 
monetary easing to arrest 
an escalating downturn,” it 
said. 

The report noted that the 
key risk for growth in the 
major developed nations, 
including the United States, 
was a worsening of finan- 
cial problems besetting 
Japan, the world's number- 
two economy. "The key 
near-term risk for the 
advanced economies 
involves a possible intensi- 
fication of the slowdown in 
Japan." it said. 



InterContinental Jordan visits to 
the SOS Village and the Italian Hospital 

PART OF the twelve days activities before Christmas, an 
InterContinental team visited the SOS Village. The team 
was headed by Mrs. Soper, wife of the hotel's general 
manager and Lhe Public Relations Director Ms. Aslou. 
They passed by the twelve homes in the village to wish 
everybody Merry Christinas & Happy New Year and 
thanked the mothers of these homes for the superb caring 
and attention given to the children. 

Another team visited the Italian Hospital. The team 
thanked the hospital nurses and the management for their 
excellent service given to the Jordanian community. 

The hotel presented the nursing staff with some small gifts 
and wished them all the success for the years to come. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Wilfiams 


ACROSS 

1 Eight bits in a 
computer 

5 Touches up 
against 

10 Actress Gilbert 

14 Thoroughfare 

15 Dogma 

16 Hoof beat 

17 Martial _ 

18 _ Selassie 

19 Famous cookie 
man 

20 So tar 

21 Diamondback 

23 Sierra 

25 Shot _ 

26 1921 Chaplin 
film 

28 Homelss feline 

33 Temporary 
residence 

34 Kilmer classic 

35 Botheration 

36 Braun and 
Gabor 

37 Ostrich ■* 
relatives 

38 Traffic word in 
an octagon 

39 Aviv 

40 Pulverize 

41 Fireworks 
ingredient 

42 Dragon's mouth 

44 Bank employee 

45 Lubricant 

46 The Lost 
Galleon" poet 

47 Utile Big Horn 
or Gettysburg 

52 -Magnon 

55 On the briny 

56 Of ocean 
motion 

57 Highlander 

58 Formal dance 

59 valuable 
discovery 

60 Smeltery waste 

61 Big galoots 

62 Conger catcher 

63 ‘The Four 
Seasons" star 

down 

1 Donkey's 
lament 

2 Time tong 

past 
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By Matthew Higgins 
Concord, NJi 


3 Snitch 

4 SuHivan and 
McMahon 

5 Conveniently 
placed 

6 Defeats 

7 One condo 

8 Express with 
words 

9 Church tops 

10 Meager 

1 1 mater 

12 Swindle 

13 Church area 

21 Vex 

22 Takes to court 
24 Just gets by 

26 Eight letter of 
the Greek 
alphabet 

27 Craft starter? 

28 Type of stage 

29 Siar part 

30 Open audition 

31 Love deeply 

32 Drunkard 
34 In this way 

37 Wheel of 
fortune? 

38 Delta deposit 
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40 Mario's 
husband 

41 Nebbish 

43 Bottom lines 

44 More lofty 

46 Toss 

47 Alls last name 

48 Immediately, in 
memo-sse 


49 Phone opener? 

50 Give the ax 

51 Religious 
statue 

53 Be a bookworm 

54 Gymnast 
Korbut 

57 Young women’s 
grp. 


Peanuts 
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HE'5 PROBABLY ONLY 
WORTH FIFTY CENTS 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 1998 
| By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You are quick, powerful and 
decisive. All you lack is the ability to get organised. This is 
how you get into these chaotic situations. So make lists. 
Arrange them in order of what needs to be done first This will 
make the whole rest of the day lot more pleasant not only for 
you, but for eveiyone else. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Travel plans could be 
delayed. It’s difficult to get out on time, and the sense of 
urgency is disruptive. It’s worse if someone is panicking 
bemuse it looks like you'll be late. Just do what you tan to 
keep things flowing. You’ll be a calming influence, and this 
morning that will be very much appreciated. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Games could get in the way 
of something you need to do for extra money. You can do the 
job after you play the games, or you could do it the other way 
around. That’s an easy ore to figure out Go ahead and get tfe 
work out of the way early, or you won’t be able to relax la et 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) What you thought was safe 
is dangerous, and what you thought was dangerous is safe. 
How to tell the difference? That’s die lesson for today. Pay 
attention, because this quiz is inking place in real life. The key 
to your success is to leam. So do it as quickly as possible. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) If you’ve been planning a trip, 
schedule it for the afternoon. In the morning, finish chores, 
take care erf obligations and pay off bills. The way to have fan 
is sample. All you have to do is everything you said you would 
do. Once that’s all done, life becomes a lot more fim all by 
itself. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) there’s work to do 
and you don't feel like doing it This looks like spiritual work. 
There are things to learn today that could difficult and chal- 
lenging. This is actually very good for you. So instead of 
being cranky at the person who’s pushing you, thank him or 
her for helping you learn. I 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Every leaning on you, 
and not vety politely, either. Actually, maybe you’re just in a 
testy mood today. Your attitude or your presence speaks as 
loudly as anything you say. Lighten up, and the others might, 
too. Know any good jokes? Of course you do. Tell them. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Today you’ll leam 
through working. This project looked like it was going to be 
easy when you started. Now you’re getting to die tough pan 
You don’t have to do it all by yourself. Get a friend who has 
the expertise to come along. Have a great time while you're 
aiit 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Some- 
body you care for is showing you in the right direction. You 
don't like commitments. Tins person is not asking for one. 
and that’s so nice you might juk make one out of die good- 
ness of your heart Thar would be intelligent This is an 
empowering relationship, and it’s sitting there waiting for 
you. 

CAPWCORN: (December 22 to January 2 0) There are sev- 
eral indicators dial you'll be staying home today,- or at 'bast 
you should be. It looks like there’s something there that needs 
to be completed There may even be some kind of a break- 
down. No problem. "Breakdown" is your middle name! 
Enjoy. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You’ve been read- 
ing about it, or listening to a person with more experience 
Now’s the time to see if this advice really works. If it dres, 
you'll save quite a bir of money. If it doesn’t you are only out 
a little time. Actually, it looks like a go. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You have the money, 
but you're going to invest it in your business or something to 
advance your career. Somebody on your team wants you to 
spend it on other things. You don’t have to go along with that 
Don't worry. You can have a fabulous time for free. 

Birthstone of January. Garnet — Rose Quartz 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Next time you blow in my ear, 
spit your gum out first!” 
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MoGA starts planning for another 
two tunnels in downtown Amman 


** THE MUNICIPALITY of Greater 
Amman (MoGA) has begun the necessary 
studies to open a new vehicle tunnel from 
King Hussein Street / near the Ministry of 
Finance to JabaJ Ai Weibdeh / near Samir 
Rifai School at the entrance to Wadi Suqra 
Street. The project would complete the 
Wadi AI Haddadeh tunnel which the 
MoGA Finished last year at a cost exceed- 
ing JD3.5 million. 

According to a source at MoGA the iwo- 
lane tunnel will be 600 metres long and 
13.40 metres wide. The cost of construct- 
ing the tunnel is expected to be around 
JD5 million excluding various other costs. 


After completing this tunnel, the source 
added. MoGA will start construction of 
another tunnel that will cross JabaJ 
Amman. The second tunnel, which will 
also be 600 metres long will start near the 
entrance to Wadi Saqru street / Samir Rifai 
School and stretch to Ras AI Ain / Omar 
Matar Street. 

The three tunnels (Wadi AI Haddadeh. 
Jabal AI Weibdeh and Jabal Amman) will 
form a central ring-road that can be used 
as an alternative to the downtown roads 
which presently face daily traffic jams (AI 
Ra'i). 


Internal dispute rocks merger discussions 
between insurance companies 


** DESPITE HAVING the approval of 
their general assemblies, four insurance 
companies have failed to merge. Informed 
sources said that unexpected "internal dis- 
putes on who would be running the new 
entities, have cut short the merger discus- 
sions before reaching the final stages. 
Other internal sources attributed the fail- 
ure to merge on disagreements between 
the parties and on differences regarding 
fundamental issues that were agreed upon 
at the stan of the negotiations. 

The next step that the companies have to 
follow now is to call for an extraordinary 


meeting of their general assemblies to can- 
cel the decisions to merge and to approve 
raising their capital by capitalising 
reserves. 

According to Raouf Abu Jabcr. president 
of the Jordanian Federation of insurance 
Companies, a row has killed the proposed 
merger between the Arab Union 
International Insurance Company and the 
Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance 
Company. The other failed merger was to 
have been between the Jordan Gulf Insur- 
ance Company and the Universal Insur- 
ance Company (AI Ra’i). 
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US Dollar 

- 

1.8020 

0.6079 

1.4636 

132.35 

1.4260 

1774.64 

2.0302 

6.0300 

DEMark 

0.5549 

- 

0.3370 

0.8121 

73.42 

0.7909 

984.27 

1.1266 

3.3459 
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1.8450 
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3.3397 

9.9194 
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153.34 
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16.04 
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0.4004 

Jordan. 


Aqel sees EU partnership accord 
creating unfair competition 
for local financial institutions 


Jordan’s second 
Islamic bank will open 
for business on Feb.l 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The partner- 
ship deal that Jordan signed 
with the European Union 
(EU) in November will cre- 
ate unfair competition 
between European and 
local financial institutions 
“which have limited 
sources of technical experi- 
ence and knowledge,” a 
recent study has revealed. 

Mifleh Aqel. regional 
manager at the Arab Bank, 
indicated in the study that 
the European potential to 
own foreign financial 
establishments in Jordan 
will result in having control 
over a number of local 
institutions. 

“This will create unequal 
competition that will not be 
in favour of Jordanian 
banks." said Mr. Aqel. 

On the other hand, such a 
step will lead to an inflow 
of capital, technical exper- 
tise. higher standards of 


AMMAN (AFP) — The Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social 
Development has granted Jor- 
dan a $20 million loan to fund 
its battle against poverty and 
unemployment, officials said 
Sunday. 

The loan, which has been rat- 
ified by the government, will 
finance infrastructure develop- 
ment projects in poor regions 


finance and services — 
inducing local establish- 
ments to follow suit. 

According to the study, a 
free trade market will also 
create industrial competi- 
tion due to extensive use of 
technology, especially that 
the EU is seeking new mar- 
kets to reinforce its exports. 

“Our inability to compete 
will weaken the industrial 
sector, and, as a result, 
banks will face serious debt 
problems.” Mr. Aqel wrote. 

To face these challenges, 
the study stressed the need 
to strengthen the financial 
sources of these institu- 
tions. 

“We also need to speed up 
issuing the rest of the laws 
related to Financial institu- 
tions in Jordan,” Mr. Aqel 
added. 

The study also stressed 
the need for qualified man- 
agers to enable them to face 
the free market. 

In addition, he called for 
joint investments in the 


and in Palestinian refugee 
camps. Ministry of Planning 
said. 

The loan, granted in Kuwaiti 
dinars, is repayable in 33 six- 
monthly instalments and carries 
an interest rate of 4.5 per cent, 
the ministry said. 

The Kuwait-based fund, 
which was set up by the Arab 
League, has granted Jordan a 


areas of technology and 
communications and for the 
introduction and expansion 
of modem banking tools. 

He said the move towards 
market liberalisation and 
free trade was becoming an 
international trend. “We 
have to follow thar (trend) 
while ensuring minimum 
damage.” he emphasised. 

He said he was not advo- 
cating ideas to combat 
greater openness “because 
this will keep us out of 85 
per cent of the international 
economy.” 

“But we have to draw 
lessons from the experience 
of South Asian countries. 
Openness has to go hand- 
in-hand with the comple- 
tion of financial reform 
policies so that we have 
strong financial institutions 
capable of facing the chal- 
lenges of economic globali- 
sation and greater open- 
ness," Mr. Aqel concluded. 


six-year grace period on the 
loan. 

Jordan launched a $600 mil- 
lion three-year programme in 
May to eradicate poverty and 
unemployment. One in five Jor- 
danians are out of work, accord- 
ing to unofficial figures, while 
humanitarian groups say half 
the 42 million population lives 
below the poverty line. 


ByTareqAyyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jordan's second 
Islamic commercial bank will 
open its gates to the public on 
Feb. 1, a -spokesman for the 
bank said Sunday. 

The Islamic International 
Arab Bank (BAB), a sub- 
sidiary of Arab Bank which is 
the Kingdom's largest finan- 
cial institution, will have a 
JD40 million capital, its direc- 
tor general Jamil Dasouqi 
said. 

The bank’s four branches, 
one in Irbid and the rest in 
Amman, will operate accord- 
ing to Islamic Sharia rules. 

“This means die bank will 
not pay interest for the money 
it receives from the clients or 
for loans they take from the 
bank," Mr. Dasouqi told the 
Jordan Times. 

“The success of Islamic 
banks in the Arab and Muslim 
World, and the many requests 
we received from our clients 
in the Arab Bank to launch 
such a venture, prompted this 
step,” Mr. Dasouqi added. 

The Holy Koran outlawed 
“Riba” — which has been 
translated to mean interest or 
usury. 

The 1IAB will ^operate 
according to several Islamic 
financial rules such as 
Murabaha. Mudaraba. Ijara, 
Musharka and Silim when 
doing business. 

The Islamic Development 
Bank. Jordan's first financial 
institution to implement 
Sharia rules, began operations 
across the Kingdom several 
years back 

“We are optimistic that we 


will succeed in our venture 
because IIAB was created 
upon demand from our clients 
who trust our work,” said Mr. 
Dasouqi. 

Islamic banks allow joint 
ventures, partnership and prof- 
it-sharing agreements which 
big Western banks, with their 
global reach, can sometimes 
execute better than traditional 
Islamic institutions. 

Mustaq Parker, the publisher 
of die London-based Islamic 
Banker Magazine, said in 
December that Islamic banks 
across the globe were a 
"growing niche market." 

He said some $100 billion 
were invested in Islamic bank- 
ing accounts worldwide and 
predicted an annual growth 
rate of 12 per cent or more. 

Islamic financing actually 
has its roots in the camel cara- 
vans that used to ply the Ara- 
bian deserts. 

Wealthy merchants would 
put up the money for traders to 
buy and transport goods, prof- 
iting from a successful cara- 
van or losing heavily if it was 
seized by bandits or lost in the 
desen. 

Prophet Mohammed, him- 
self a merchant, accepted this 
system and rejected the alter- 
native which was financing by 
money lenders at a very high 
rates. 

About 75 retail Islamic 
banks operate worldwide, 
with Malaysia and Turkey 
among the strongest markets. 

In Iran and Sudan, two 
countries with Islamic 
regimes, all domestic transac- 
tions are governed by Islamic 
banking rules. 


Arab fund lends Jordan 
$20 million to fight poverty 
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Largest Arab 
bank to lay 
off staff in 
restructuring 
plan 

MANAMA (AFP.) — The 
Arab world's largest banking 
group, Arab Banking Corpora- 
tion (ABC). Saturday 
announced it was to lay off staff 
in a restructuring plan aimed at 
streamlining its operations. 

The group will restructure 
around two main bodies, the 
banking unit anrf the invest- 
ment group, ABC said in a 
press release from its headquar- 
ters in Bahrain. 

ABC’s Arab and 
international banking opera- 
tions will be consolidated with- 
in die banking unit, and the 
Investment Group will take 
charge of ABC's portfolio of 
in vestments, under the plan 
conceived with the participa- 
tion of U.S. firm Arthur Ander- 
sen, said the press release. 

‘The implementation of the 
plan will result in the consoli- 
dation of a number of functions 
within the bank, with a conse- 
quent reduction in staff.” it 
added, without specifying the 
projected number of lay-offs. 

The restructuring has been 
decided after weak results post- 
ed by the group which only 
achieved $116 million in net 
profit in 1995, representing 
only 0.55 per cent return on 
assets, estimated at $23 billion 
in 1996. ABC is owned by the 
governments of Kuwait. Libya, 

I the emirate of Abu Dhabi and 
private investors. It specialises 
in the financing of trade 
between Arab countries and the 
rest of the world. 
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Early touchdown seals 



7-6 win for Steelers 


PITTSBURGH (AFP) — 
Kordell Stewart raced 40 
yards for a touchdown early 
in the first quarter and 
Pittsburgh made it stand up 
in a 7-6 victory over New 
England Sunday in the 
National Football League 
playoffs. 

The Steelers forced four 
turnovers, including two in 
the last two minutes, and 
advanced to the American 
Conference championship 
game for the third time in 
four years. 

Pittsburgh either will host 
Denver or visit Kansas City 
in the battle for the AFC 
tide — and a Super Bowl 
» berth — on January II. 

The Chiefs were to host 
the Broncos in their second- 
round game on Sunday. 

New England was limited 
to a pair of field goals by 
Adam Vinaderi and fell two 
games short of a return to 
the Super Bowl in their first 
season under coach Pete 
Carroll. . 

The Patriots had pounded 
the Steelers at New England 
in this same round of the 
playoffs en route to the 
Super Bowl last year. 

Linebacker Jason Gildon 
recovered a pair of fumbles 
for the Steelers, who won 
for the 22nd time in their 
last 24 games at Three 
Rivers Stadium, including a 
4-0 playoff mark in that 
span. 

The second recovery came 
after backup left end Mike 
Vrabel stripped quarterback 
Drew Bledsoe of the ball 
and Gildon pounced on it at 
the Pittsburgh 34 with 1:44 
to play. 

“With the situation we 
were in, that was the biggest 
play of my career and hope- 
fully there will be more in 



Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker Jason Gildon (92) recovers a fumble by New England 
Patriots quarterback Drew Bledsoe (L) late in the fourth quarter of their AFC play- 
off game at Three Rivers Stadium in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as Patriots Zefross 
Moss (77) moves in too late to help. Bledsoe fumbled the ball on a sack by Steelers 
defensive end Mike Vrabel (96). The fumble ended the Patriots late drive to score as 
they lost to the Steelers 7-6 (Reuters photo) 


the future.'’ said Vrabel. 

The Patriots got back the 
ball in the final seconds 
before linebacker Levon 
Kirkland intercepted a long 
pass by Bledsoe to seal the 
win. Bledsoe completed 23- 
of-44 passes for 264 yards 
and was intercepted twice. 

“Our defence played hard 
all game, particularly early 
when we didn't have field 
position,'' said Steelers 
coach Bill Cowher. “I 
thought we came up with 
some big plays.” 

The Patriots were able to 
contain Jerome Bettis, yvho . 
was held to 67 yards on 25 
carries after rushing for 
1,665 yards in the regular 


season. 

But they could not muster 
enough offense and lost in 
their sixth straight visit to 
Pittsburgh. 

‘Those guys said to them- 
selves, we’re not going to 
let the Steelers run the foot- 
ball” Bettis said. 

“They had eight guys on 
the line and the linebackers 
just three yards back." * 

Stewart was the Steelers* 
leading rusher with 68 yards 
on 11 carries and completed 
14-of-31 passes for 134 
yards with one interception. 

The Patriots again played 
without leading rasher 
Curtis Martin, who missed 
his fifth straight game with 


groin and abdominal 
injuries. Tight end Ben 
Coates, wide receiver Terry 
Glenn and kick returner 
David Meggert also saw 
limited duty due to injury. 

The Steelers struck early 
when Stewart scampered 
around left end and raced 
for a touchdown on the 
team's opening possession 
with 9:49 left in the first 
quarter. 

The drive included a pair 
of 10-yard passes from 
Stewart to Charles Johnson 
and began after rookie cor- 
nerback Chad Scott inter- 
cepted Bledsoe and returned 
it 27 yards to the Steelers 
38. 


49ers 

beat 

Vikings 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 
— Steve Young threw for 
224 yards and a touchdown 
and linebacker Ken Norton 
returned an interception for 
a score as San Francisco 
routed Minnesota 38-22 
Saturday in the National 
Football League playoffs. 

San Francisco will host 
either Tampa Bay or 
defending Super Bowl 
champion Green Bay next 
week in a battle for the 
National Conference title 
and a Super Bowl berth. 

It will be the seventh 
NFC title appearance in 10 
years for the 49ers, the first 
since the 1 994 season when 
they went on to win their 
fifth Super Bowl crown. 

Mixing precision passing 
with an effective running 
game led by Terry Kirby, 
Young directed four touch- 
down drives, capping the 
third one with a 15-yard 
pass to Terrell Owens for a 
31-14 lead with' two min- 
utes left in the third quarter. 

Just 47 seconds after the 
49ers had grabbed the lead 
for good on Kirby's one- 
yard touchdown run, 
Norton stepped in front of a 
lazy pass by Minnesota’s 
Randall Cunningham and 
raced 23 yards untouched 
into the end zone for a 21-7 
lead with 5:41 left in the 
second quarter. 

Young completed 21 -of- 
30 passes without an inter- 
ception and also ran for 37 
yards. Kirby, starting for 
injured 1,000-yard rusher 
Ganison Hearst, picked up 
120 yards on 25 carries, 
including another one-yard 
scoring burst with 7:32 to 
play. 


Australia crush Sweden 
in Hopmaii Cup 


PERTH (AFP) — 
Australia swept to a 3-0 
victory over Sweden at the 
start of the AS 900, 000 
(.$587,000) Hopman Cup 
tennis mixed teams tour- 
nament St Burs wood 

Dome here Sunday. 

Annabel Ellwood scored 
an upset win over the 
higher-ranked Asa 

Carlsson in the women's 
singles before World No. 2 
Patrick Rafter overcame 
Thomas Enqvist in the 
men’s singles. 

Ellwood won in straight 
sets 6-4.6-4, while Rafter 
outlasted Enqvist 6-3.1- 
6,7-5 in 94 minutes. 

Then, in the “dead" 
mixed doubles, Rafter and 
Ellwood beat the Swedish 
pair 6-2, 6-4. 

Ellwood, 19, is ranked 
only 93rd, compared with 
Carlson’s 45th position. 

But the young Australian 
romped to victory after 
overcoming a nightmare 
start in which she trailed 
0-3 in the opening set. 

Conquering her nervous- 
ness, EU wood fought back 
tenaciously to wrap up the 
set in 43 minutes. 

With that success under 
her belt, the Australian 
stormed home in only 41 
minutes in the second set. 

Ellwood said later. “I 
was extremely nervous 
and it was good to get a 
win on the board — one of 
my best wins. Truly, I did 
not expect to win. Happily, 
the pressure is off me 
now” 

In the men's singles. 
Rafter began in dynamic 
style, breaking his oppo- 
nent in the fourth game 
and winning the first set in 



Patrick Rafter 

<4 only 24 minutes. 

But Enqvist. ranked 
28th, rallied superbly in 
the second set. breaking 
Rafter’s service in the sec- 
ond, fourth and sixth 
games as he levelled at 
one set each. 

In the decisive third set. 
Enqvist broke service in 
the opening game, and 
held his own serve to lead 
2-0, but Rafter broke back 
in the fourth and 12th 
games to ' beat a gallant 
opponent. 

Rafter, playing in 


Australia for the first time 
since winning the U.S. 
Open last year, said: “I felt 
really good in the first set, 
and then my intensity 
dropped. I was very lucky 
to get back into it" 

He said he still needed a 
few more matches to be at 
peak fitness. 

“People are thinking I 
am some sort of genius 
(after the U.S. Open win), 
but I am just the same 
player," he said. “So there 
was a bit of nervousness at 
the start today." 


SCOREBOARD 


Australian women’s hardcourt championship 
1st round 

Magu Serna (Spa) 


Rita Grande-(Ita) 


Maria Vento (Ven) 

6-3, 6-4 

Patty Schnyder (Swi) 

6-4, 6-4 

Elena Likhovtseva (Rus) Olga Barabanschikova (Bel) 

2 - 6 , 6 - 1 , 6-1 

Hopman Cup 

Australia bt Sweden 3-0 

Patrick Rafter Thomas Enqvist 

6-3, 1-6, 7-5 

Women's singles 

Annabel Ellwood Asa Carlsson 

6-4, 6-4 
Mixed doubles 

Rafter/Ell wood Enqvist/Carlsson 
6-2. 6-4 


NBA 

Indiana 

Cleveland 

Chicago 

San Antonio 

New York 

Minnesota 

Portland 

Boston 

Utah 

LA Clippers 


89 

95 

105 
84 
88 
109 
97 

106 
97 
97 


Toronto 

New Jersey 

Detroit 

Miami 

Orlando 

Denver 

Houston 

Milwaukee 

Atlanta 

Dallas 


77 

81 

96 

77 

84 

87 
95 
99 
82 

88 


Spanish league 

Beds 3 Real Madrid 

English Third Round FA Cup matches plus English 
and Scottish League matches: 


Arsenal 
Barnsley 
Blackburn 
Bristol Rovers 
Cardiff 
Charlton 
Crewe 

Crystal Palace 

Derby 

Grimsby 

Leeds 

Leicester 

Liverpool 

Man City 

Portsmouth 

Preston 

QPR 

Rotherham 
SheffUtd 
Swindon 
Watford 
West Ham 


Port Vale 

Bolton 

Wigan 

Ipswich 

Oldham 

Nottm Forest 

Birmingham 

Scunthorpe 

Southampton 

Norwich 

Oxford Utd 

Northampton 

Coventry 

Bradford 

Aston Villa 

Stockport 

Middlesbrough 

Sunderland 

Bury 

Stevenage 
Sheff Wed 
Emley 


Anand beats Karpov in 2nd 
gam e for FIDE crown 


LAUSANNE (AFP) - Viswanathan 
Anand of India defeated Russian master 
Anatoly Karpov here on Saturday mgh L m 
the second game of the World Chess 
Federation (FIDE) championship tourna- 
ment. . 

The win took the score to one game each 
in the six-game final in which Karpov is 
defending his crown. Karpov won the first 
game on Friday. 


The two grand masters are due to play 
their third game on Sunday. 

The tournament is. taking place at the 
Olympic Museum on the shores of Lake 
Geneva and is due to rim until January 9. A 
tie-break will be played if the six games 
result in a draw. The winner of the tourna- 
ment will pocket $1.37 million. The loser 
gets $768,000. 



Swedish Yacht EF Language skippered by American Paul Cayard is surrounded by 
chase boats as it passes Sydney Harbour Heads while leading after the start of the 
fourth leg of the Whitbread Round the World Race boats, January 4. The leg. from 
Sydney to Auckland in New Zealand covers 1,270 nautical miles (Reuters photo) 

Swedish yacht leads Whitbread 
after Toshiba blows start 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 

Swedish yacht EF 
Language led the nine- 
yacht fleet after four-times 
America's Cup winner 
Dennis Conner jumped the 
gun at the start of the fourth 
leg of the Whitbread 
Round-the- World race here 
Sunday. 

• EFi Language, nsfeipperad 

by American Paul Cayard 
and leading.the.points, table., 
exited Sydney Harbour with 
British entry Silk Cut just 
17 seconds behind as the 
fleet began the 1,270 nauti- 
cal mile trip to Auckland in 
New Zealand. 

Norway's Innovation 
Kvaerner rounded the mark 
in third place, 30 seconds 
behind EF Language and 
closely • followed by 
Swedish Match. 

A number of yachts had 
difficulty unfurling their 
headsails, including 


Swedish • Match, Chessie 
Racing and Merit Cup. 

All nine are identical 
Whitbread 60s designed 
specifically for the 31,600 
nautical mile race. 

Conner, chairman of the 
Toshiba/Teara Dennis 
Conner syndicate, had 
decided to skipper the yacht 
\,onIy**wAi'dfW bftfore,,&e 
start of the fourth leg. But 
: . he vas, -forced ?tci trail : the 
fleet after being recalled 
from a false start 
As the fleet headed into 
the Pacific, EF Language 
still led Silk Cut Innovation 
Kvaerner. Swedish Match, 
Merit Cup and Brunei 
S unenergy while Chessie 
Racing and Conner’s 
Toshiba passed EF 
Education to take seventh 
and eighth positions. 

The all-female crew of EF 
Education also had headsail 
trouble which gave Conner 


the chance to move up the 
order by one boat 
T think the guys showed 
they have the potential to 
sail with the leaders, having 
led four of the five days in 
the last leg and I think over- 
all they did a pretty darned 
good job," Connor said. 
Thousands crowded the 
• clifftops at the ^•■harbouri"-, 
' entrance while !a. spectator 
'■'fleet’ •swel^d t to'taw4f'3lJ0 *1 
craft as the yachts manoeu- 
vred for an hour and a half 
before the start 
The seventh Whitbread 
race started in 
Southampton, England, on 
September 21 and the race 
leaders are expected to 
cross the finish line back in 
Southampton in late May. 

The fleet is expected to 
complete the 1,270' nautical 
mile leg to Auckland in five 
days. 



passes a gate on the first ran of the men’s World Cop 
mkranjskaGora on January 4. Sykora won the race with a combined 
tune of one minute 37.93 seconds (Reuters photo) 
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CINEMA 


TEL: 634 144 


George Clooney &. 
Nicole Kidman ... in 

the. 

PEACEMAKER 


Shows: 12:15, 2:15, 6:30, 




8:30, 10:30 




PHILADELPHIA "2 

“v i 

Mickey Rourke & 
Angie Everhart ... in 

ANOTHER 9-1/2 
WEEKS 

Shows: 12: 15, 2:15. 6:30, 




8:30, 10:30 


A, 


CINEMA TEL6W23S 

PLAZA 

SCREAM 

Shows; 12:00, 6:30 

ALMASEER 

(Arabic) 
NourAl Sharif 
Shows: 8:30. 10:45 

HERCULES 

Shows: 2:00 p.m. 


A. 


S' CINEMA TEL677420 S. 

^ CONCORD J 

COVCOkD *1- 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 12:15,2:15 

MURDER 1600 

Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCOftP 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


l 


ONSMA TEL: 079 334 JO 

GALLERIA 2 




ABDOUN 

Demi Moore ...in 

THE JUROR 

Shows: 8:30, 10:30 

GEORGE OF 
THE JUNGLE 

Shows: 2:00, 6:30 
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CtNEMA TEL 079 33430 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

Jim Carrie... in 


A 


THE CABLE GUY 

Shows: 2:00. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
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girihui Viwncya 

TEL: 625155 
NOW ON DAILY _ 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE : 
OF PEOPLE;: 

Starring HishamYctncs 
and Amal Dwb&as.S' ...J 

For reservation* call: 640155,'^^ 
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INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
jrjjc Smits, the only Indiana 
siaxter who played in the 
fourth quarter, had 24 points 
and 13 rebounds as the Pac- 
ers beat the Toronto Raptors 
89-77 Saturday night. 

It was Indiana's 11th 
straight victory over Toron- 
to, which has never beaten 
the Pacers in its three-year 
NBA existence. 

The Indiana bench, led by 
Travis Best with II points 
and Fred Hoiberg with 10, 
combined for 43 points and 
accounted for all but three 
of the Pacers’ points in the 
fourth quarter. 

John Wallace led Toronto 
with IS points. 

• San Antonio Spurs 84, 
Miami Heat 77: In Miami, 
David Robinson had 27 
points and 12 rebounds and 
the San Antonio Spurs won 
for the 10th time in 11 
games, beating the Miami 
Heat in a battle of division 
leaders. 

Miami centre Alonzo 
Mourning missed the final 
quarter after suffering a cut 
in his left palm that required 
seven stitches. He was back 
on the bench with four min- 
utes remaining but didn’t 
return to the game. 

Tim Duncan had 22 points 
and 11 rebounds for San 
Antonio, which began the 
night tied with Utah for first 
place in tjie Midwest Divi- 
sion. 

Mourning scored 1 8 
points in 32 minutes for 
Atlantic Division leader 
Miami, but bad no rebounds 
in the first half and finished 

widijaBbfive.^rt, . • 

• Cleveland _ Cavaliers 
95, New Jersey Nets 81: In 
Cleveland, Shawn Kemp 
had 21 points and 10 
rebounds, dominating rook- 
ie Keith Van Horn and lead- 
ing the Cleveland Cavaliers 
over the New Jersey Nets. 

Kemp took control of a 
turnover-plagued game in 
the closing minutes of the 
third period and held Van 
Horn to 15 points on 5-for- 
16 shooting. 

Derek Anderson had IS 
points, seven assists and six 
rebounds for Cleveland, 
while Cedric Henderson 
scored 17 points for the 
Cavs. 

Van Horn, the No. 2 pick 
in the NBA draft who was 
averaging 21.5 points, start- 
ed 2-for-ll from the field. 
Kemp was . 10- for- 14 and 
recorded the 1,000th block 
of his career — against Van 
Horn. 

• Chicago Bulls 105, 
Detroit Pistons 96: In the 
Detroit suburb of Auburn 
Hills, Michael Jordan 
scored 34 points and Dennis 
Rodman grabbed 1 8 
rebounds as the Chicago 
Bulls bear the Detroit Pis- 
tons. 

Rodman now has 10,822 
career rebounds, moving 
him into 20th on the NBA's 
career rebounding list past 

Unhappy 
New Year 
for Real 

MADRID (AFP) — Reign- 
ing Spanish champions Real 
Madrid had an unhappy start 
Jo the New Year when they 
slid to a 3-2 defeat at Reiis 
in Seville on Saturday, their 
first away loss of the cam- 
paign. 

The surprise loss left Real 
a point adrift of bitter rivals 
and league leaders 
Barcelona having played 
two games more than die 
Catalan club, who beat them 
at the Bemabeu in early 
November. 

Barca can now go four 
points clear if they win at 
lowly Salamanca on Mon- 
day. 

Third-placed Real 
Sociedad can close the gap 
on Real to four points if they 
bear midtable Mallorca. 



Manchester United crush Chelsea 


Houston Rockets' Charles Barkley slams past the Portland Trail Blazers during first 
quarter action. The Rockets were hosting the Blazers at the Compaq Center in Hous- 
ton (Reuters photo) 


Jack Sikma (10,816). 

Ron Harper scored 21 
points for die Bulls, while 
Toni Kukoc added 13. 

Grant Hill led the pistons 
with 31 points, seven 
rebounds and six assists. 
Jepry Stackhouse added 22 
points and Joe Dumars 17. 

• New York Kmcks-88; 1 
. Orlando Magic 84: In New 

York, Allan Houston drove 
around Gerald Wilkins and 
made a running bank shot 
over Rony Seikaly’s out- 
stretched arm with 31 .8 sec- 
onds left, deflating Orlan- 
do's comeback and leading 
the New York Knicks past 
the Magic. 

It was the Knicks’ third 
win ?n five games since los- 
ing Patrick Ewing to a sea- 
son-ending wrist injury. 
Ewing sat on the home 
bench for the first time 
since the injury with his 
right arm in a heavy cast. 

Chris ]Mills scored a sea- 
son-high 20 points, includ- 
ing 16 in the first half, and 
Houston added 15 for the 
Knicks, who opened a six- 
game homestand. 

Rony Seikaly led the 
Magic with 28 points. 

• Minnesota Timber- 
wolves 109, Denver 
Nuggets 87: In Minneapo- 
lis. Kevin Garnett got his 
first NBA triple-double as 
Minnesota handed Denver 
its 13th straight loss. 

Gamert had 18 points. J3 
rebounds and 10 assists for 
the first triple-double by a 
Minnesota player since 
Michael Williams did it on 
Dec. 19, 1992. 

Sam Miichell scored 18 


points off the bench for the 
Wolves, who played a near- 
ly flawless first quarter en 
route to their fifth victory in 
six games. 

Harold Ellis scored 16 
points for the Nuggets, 
whose record fell to an 
NBA-worst 2-28. 

• Portland Trail Blazers 
■97, HoustonRockets 1 95: In- 1 
Houston, Brian Grant 
rebounded his own rhissaiiti v 
sank a five-foot jumper with 
eight seconds left, giving 
the Portland Trail Blazers a 
victory over the Houston 
Rockets. 

The Rockets beat Denver 
in overtime on Friday night 
but they couldn’t pull this 
one out despite 34 points by 
Clyde Drexler and a clutch 
shot by Mario Elie in the 
final minute. 

After Grant put Portland 
up by two, Houston had a 
chance to tie. But Drexler 
missed a shot with 2.4 sec- 
onds remaining. 

Isaiah Rider led the Blaz- 
ers with 27 points. 

• Utah Jazz 97, Atlanta 
Hawks 82: In Salt Lake 
City, Karl Malone scored 20 
points, and John Stockton 
had 19 points and 12 assists 
as Utah handed Atlanta its 
seventh straight loss. 

Steve Smith led the 
Hawks with 20 points, 
although his final seven 


came late in the fourth peri- 
od with the game decided. 

Atlanta’s losing streak is 
its longest since the 1991- 
92 season. 

• Boston Celtics 106, 
Milwaukee Bucks 99: In 
Milwaukee, Antoine Walker 
scored a season-high 32 
points and had 10 rebounds 

Walter: -McCarty .had* <19- 
points and Ron Mercer 16 
as Boston got its 16th victo- 
ry. surpassing Iasi season’s 
win total. 

Glenn Robinson, who had 
a season-high 42 points in a 
loss to the Chicago Bulls on 
Friday, led Milwaukee with 
35 points. 

• Los Angeles Clippers, 
97 Dallas Mavericks, 88: 
In Los .Angeles, Lamond 
Murray and Brent Barry 
each scored 21 points as the 
Los Angeles Clippers hand- 
ed the Dallas Mavericks 
their 1 5th straight loss. 

Rookie Maurice Taylor 
scored 12 of his 15 points in 
the third quarter and 
grabbed nine rebounds for 
the Clippers, who have won 
three consecutive games for 
the first time since last 
April. 

Michael Finley scored 21 
points and Samaki Walker 
had a career-high 20 points 
for the Mavericks. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished And Unfurnished Apartments 
Studio - one bedroom and two bedrooms, central 
heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman, between 3rd & 4th Circles 
(7 Mustafa Khalifah Street). 

Tel.: 642351 - 079/50504 i 


LONDON (AFP) — A late 
three-goal salvo by 
Chelsea couldn't hide the 
gulf in class as Manchester 
United trounced ihe hold- 
ers 5-3 in the FA Cup third 
round at Stamford Bridge 
on Sunday. 

Premiership leaders Unit- 
ed outplayed iheir hosts for 
three quarters of the match, 
with braces from David 
Beckham and Andy Cole 
and a fifth from Teddy 
Sheringham putting them 
5-0 up after 74 minutes. 

Chelsea’s Graeme Le 
Saux hit a consolation for 
the Londoners before Ital- 
ian substitute Gianluca 
Vialli struck twice late on 
to give the final scoreline a 
look that flattered Ruud 
Gullit's side. 

United, coming in on the 
back of a hurtful Premier- 
ship defeat at Coventry last 
Saturday, outclassed Ruud 
Gullit's cosmopolitan Lon- 
doners with power, pace 
and commitment. 

The breakthrough came 
in the 23rd minute when 
fcole raced onto Ryan 
Giggs' pass, shrugged off 
Frank Leboeuf and squared 
the ball back for Shering- 
ham. His touch found 
Beckham who convened 
easily at the far post. 

Five minutes later Beck- 
ham hit the second goal 
from a free-kick that Dutch 
goalkeeper Ed de Goey 
should have saved. 

Cole hit Chelsea with a 
third just seconds before 
the break. The striker 
escaped down the left onto 
Giggs' perfectly weighted 
through bail, outstripping 
Steve Clarke and then 
holding off Leboeuf’s last 
ditch challenge in the box 
to cut in and clip the ball 
over the helpless De Goey. 

Mark Hughes sent Gary 
Neville flying in the second 
half as Chelsea tried to 
respond, but their belliger- 
ence had no noticeable 


Norwegian Tore Andre 
'Fio had'Beeh taken off to 
allow Vialli to come on and 
raise the spirits of the sub- 
dued home fans but they 
were quickly quelled again 
in the 65th minute when 
Cole outpaced Michael 
Duberry to beat De Goey 
for 4-0. 

Sheringham then soared 
into the air to power home 
a header from Beckham’s 
cross to make it 5-0 in the 
74th minute before Chelsea 
recovered some pride. 

Beckham’s mistake just 
outside his own penalty 
area allowed Le Saux to 
chip neatly over Peter 
Schmeichel to make it 1-5. 

Then, after De Goey bril- 
liantly tipped over Beck- 
ham's goal bound 25-yard 
free-kick two minutes later. 
Dan Petrescu’s pass found 
the unmarked Vialli run- 
ning free on the right to 
clip his shot beyond 
Schmeichel for 2-5. 

Another blunder, this 
time by Gary Pallister. 
handed Vialli his second 
goal three minutes from the 
end. 

Everton were playing 
host to Newcastle with 
Wrexham visiting Wimble- 
don in Sunday’s later 
games. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 


IS POINTS FOR SLAM 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* A<l 87 54 
Void 

09643 

*642 

WEST EAST 

*K * 10 

<703 CKJ10972 

OAKJI082 vQ75 

* A 9 85 *J73 

SOUTH 

* Q 9 6 3 2 
t?A8654 
<j Void 

* K Q 10 

SOUra di °WEST NORTH EAST 
U 2v 30 3? 

DM Paw ** 

Pass Pass 50 

04 Pas* Pass 

Opening lead: King of ,J 

CojjventMfflal wisdom has it that 
33 points are needed u> contract for 
a small slam. That is usually the 
case when both hands are reason- 
ably balanced But when the deal is 
wildly distributional, throw con- 
ventional wisdom out the vnnooW- 
This deal is from a match »n the 


Vanderbilt Team Championship at 
the recent Spring North American 
Championships in Philadelphia, 
when a team of Young Turks gave a 
veteran squad all it could handle. 

When the veterans held the 
North-South cards, they bid their 
combined 16 high-card points to 
four spades, were doubled and were 
delighted to make the contract with 
two overtricks Tor a total score of 
1 190. That proved to be not quite 
enough. 

Tho auction shown is by the 
young loom , and needs considerable 
Explanation. North's three-diamond 
cue-bid was forcing to game with 
spades as trumps — we might have 
been content with a leap to four 
spades, but why quarrel with suc- 
cess? Despite appearances. South's 
double of three hearts was not Tor 
penalties; it was a cue-bid promis- 
ing first-round control. 

Four spades by.North was fast 
arrival, denying interest in any- 
thing beyond gome. That might 
have ended matters had not East 
persisted with five diamonds. 
South's pasa was a cue-bid showing 
first-round control and, when North 
cue-bid hearts in response, who 
could bid lees that six spades with 
the South cards? 


DELUXE SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

Semi-furnished first floor or fully furnished. 

• 3 bedrooms (one master). 3 balhrooms, kitchen, 
living, dining, sitting rooms and 3 balconies. 

* Open space 300 sq.m. Annual rent: JD7.000 
Location: Shmeisani. opposite Darotel. Excellent view. 

For more information, 

please contact owner at 605480 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Fully furnished apartment in a quiet neighbourhood 
in Um Utheina suburb with central heating, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 balconies and private 
parking lot. Location; Um Utheina, near the Saud 
Ambassador's residence. 

For more details, please call 079/78880 or 551 4962 

As from Wednesday 7th January 1998 
THE BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN 

will be holding their twice monthly 
meetings at 

THE fiADISSON SAS 

(PHILADELPHIA) Hotel 
Due to the Holy Month of Ramadan 
there will be no afternoon meeting in January 
and the February meetings will be on 
11th (10 a.m.-1 2 p.m.) and 18th (4 - 6 p.m.) 
of February. 



Coventry City soccer captain Dion Dublin (Li tackles Liverpool player Jason McA- 
teer (R). Coventry City beat Liverpool 3-1 in FA Cup third round game (Reuters 
photo) 


The National Music ConservatorylNoor AI Hussein Foundation 

presents 

LiNtf J SyMphoNy (40 memBers) 

Afld The BancI of • 

ThE National Music Conservatory 

Dr. Joan Paddock, visiting conductor 

Saturday , 10 January 1998-8:00 p.m. 

Philadelphia Hotel-Royal Ballroom 

The program features pieces by Gershwin, Sousa, Bernstein and 
others as well as music of songs by famous Arab composers. 


Ticket price: JD 7 


Tickets available at: 

- Alahl/a-Abela Superstore, tel. 688481 

- Aiissar Ftoweis. tel. 5527695 

- Babiche. tel. 661322 

- Caffe Moka. tel. 5926285 

- Golden Gale Tours, tel. 695379 

- Radisson SAS Hotel, tel. 607100 

- Safeway, tel. 685311 

- The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 
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Dear ^ 
Customer ! 

tate§f*ta{ Piet Maimgemeflt 
Pro)*# 

is pleased to announce the availability 
of certified vegetables produced through 
environmentally friendly methods. 
These vegetables were grown under 
independent supervision and have passed 
international pesticide residue tests. 
Therefore they are healthy and particular 
safe for you and your children. 

The certified vegetables are sold in sealed 
bags which can be recognized by the 
sticker shown above. 

) Retailers can supply their needs through <■ 
I the Central Market. i 

■ FornnK>re«iforma 1 fonca| 72 B 0 l 5 w 
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Israel accepts U.N. 
resolution on Lebanon 
if with security guarantees 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel has 
accepted for the first time a 
UN. resolution calling fen: its 
withdrawal from south 
Lebanon, but-insists any pull- 
out must be accompanied by 
security guarantees, officials 
said Sunday. 

An Israeli defence ministry 
spokesman said Israel’s accep- 
tance, voiced by Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordech^ to 
a Lebanese weekly Friday, “is 
a political gesture aimed at bet- 
tor explaining our position.” 

Acceptance of die resolution 
“does not mean we are ready to 
make a unilatera l withdrawal,” 
be added 

Me Mordechai said in an 
interview with Lebanese 
weekly A1 WatanAlArabi that 
“Israel is ready to apply [UN.] 
Security Council resolution 
425." 

But be added: “Security 
Council resolution 425 does 
not demand an unconditional 
IDF [Israeli Defence Force] 
withdrawal, and whoever read 
it will see that it is a balanced 
solution.’' 

“For the IDF to get out of 
Lebanon, peace and security 
have to be restored as [the res- 
olution] states, and I know of 
only one way to do so: by halt- 
ing terror and violence, pre- 


venting attacks against Israel 
from Lebanese territory, creat- 
ing normalised, good relations 
ore both sides of the bonder, and 
cooperation between the IDF 
and the Lebanese army” 

Israel has Occupied a self- 
declared “security zone" in 
southern Lebanon since 1985 
to protea its northern territory 
from attacks by anti-Israeli 
guerrillas, notably foe 
Hezbollah. 

It has frequently linked its 
withdrawal to the Lebanese 
government ensuring that no 
attacks are launched from tbe 
territory against northern 
IsraeL Yossi Beilin, a member 
of the opposition Labour Party 
who is i^ampaigntng fora with- 
drawal, described Me. 
Mordechai’s comments as “an 
important step,” but criticised 
him for linking a pullout to 
security. 

“The resolution speaks of an 
unconditional retreat,” be said. 

The Security Council resolu- 
tion adopted in March 1978 
calls cm Israel to “immediately 
cease milit ary action against 
the integral territory of 
Lebanon and to withdraw its 
forces without delay from all 
Lebanese territory.'’ 

But Me Mordechai told die 
Lebanese weekly that be reads 


die resolution as having “two 
parts." since it was passed by 
die Security Council after 
Israel's invasion of Lebanon as 
far north as the Litani rivet 

“One cannot relate just to die 
first part of die resolution and 
ignore the second. The first 
part of Resolution 425 does 
call for an IDF withdrawal 
from territory it was in follow- 
ing the litani Operation,” he 
said. 

“But further on it speaks of 
establishing UNlFlL [the UN. 
peace monitoring force], 
whose purpose is ‘restoring 
international peace and securi- 
ty and assisting the govern- 
ment of Lebanon in ensuring 
die return of its effective 
authority in die region.’” 

Mr. Mordechai said without 
effective Lebanese govern- 
ment control in southern 
Lebanon, Israeli withdrawal 
was unlikely. 

Hrs interview cocoes at a 
time when public debate with- 
in land is intensifying over 
whether Israel should umLner- 
ally withdraw because of 
mounting Israeli casualties in 
south Lebanon. 

In 1997, 39 Israeli soldiers 
woe killed in south Lebanon, 
die highest toll in 12 years, and 
more than 100 injured. 


Iraq, U.N. probe rocket attack 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi 
and UN. officials on Sunday 
continued an investigation into 
a rocket attack on the UN. 
headquarters in Baghdad that 
Iraq has condemned as an act 
of sabotage. 

“The investigation is contin- 
uing, with tbe United Nations 
and Iraqi officials acting in 
coordination,” a UN. official 
told AFP, asking not to be 
named. 

“We are waiting for tbe full 
results of the investigation.” 

The . official to play 
down the incident, the second 
of its kind against the United 
Nations in three months. ‘Tbe 
attack on tbe centre was not a 
big thing and should be not be 
blown out of proportion.” he 
said. 

The three- storey U.N. build- 
ing was circled by Iraqi securi- 
ty forces on Sunday as foreign 
television crews filmed the 
scene of the attack, in which 
no explosives were used. 

The attack late Friday did 
not cause any casualties, and 
UN. weapons experts based at 
the targeted building, which is 
a former hoteL continued their 
inspections on Sunday. 

The U.N. humanitarian 
coordinator in Iraq, Denis 


Halliday, said it only damaged 
a security checkpoint outside 
the building and broke a win- 
dow in the basement cafeteria. 

“Happily there was no 
■explosives... there was no seri- 
ous damage and nobody was 
hurt," be said adding that tbe 
LTN. would continue its work 
as normal. 

Iraq condemned the attack 
as an “act of sabotage" aimed 
at destroying its already tense 
relations with the UN. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) in 
charge, of jdisarmingJte. court 
try. 

“Such an act of sabotage can 
only be the work of parties 
hostile [to Iraq] who are seek- 
ing to poison relations 
between Baghdad arid 
UNSCOM,” an Iraqi official 
said. 

Washington also con- 
demned foe attack and said it 
wanted a quick investigation. 

‘The United States con- 
demns any effort to interfere 
with the important work that 
UNSCOM has undertaken," 
White House spokesman Joe 
Lockhart said. “We expect a 
thorough and swift investiga- 
tion to determine who is 
responsible.” 

Iraq's foreign ministry 


undersecretary. Riyadh Qaissi, 
said Baghdad “considers this 
incident as important and.- we 
are going to get to the bottom 
of it.” 

He rejected any suggestions 
that Baghdad itself might be 
behind foe attack. 

“No country in tbe world 
can be immune from incidents 
like this- which could be 
committed for a variety of pur- 
poses from money to political 
ends,” he said. “It is not in our 
interest to provoke any inci- 
dentwifo UNSCOM.” . ... 

Iraq and tbe UN. are at log- 
gerheads over Baghdad's 
refusal to allow UNSCOM to 
inspect presidential sites in 
search of banned weapons. 

Although Me Halliday said 
two rocket-propelled grenades 
were fired at tbe building, 
another UN. official spoke of 
a single weapon, saying: “An 
anti-rank projectile with no 
explosive was fired at the 
building- when it hit the wall 
it hroke into two parts, one 
entered the cafeteria." 

The headquarters house the 
offices of UNSCOM as well 
as humani tarian groups 
including the Worid Food 
Programme and the UN. ofl- 
for-food programme. 
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The Grand Prize Suzuki Baleno 



I300cc, 1997, customs duty paid car, (made in Japan). 

Presented by: 

SUZUKI, the Commercial and Industrial Co. 

Main Showroom Mecca Str., 

Tel: 5535182, Head Office Tel: 651397, Fax: 649030 


Fill in your name, address and telephone number on each of the 20 coupons that 
you 00116016*3 during December. 1997 and mail in one envelope to tbe Jordan 
Times, P.O. Box 6710, Amman. Write on envelope “Car Competition." 

Qther prizes include: 


(1) Air ticket: Amman-Afoens- Amman by Royal Jordanian. 

(2) 20 inch television set. 

(3) Video. 

(4) Stereo Set ■ 

(5) Vacuum cleaner. 

(6) One year subscription to the Jordan Times. 

(7) Seven-month subscription to the Jordan Times. 

(8) Three-month subscription to the Jordan Times. 


ast date for receiving the coupons is Jan. 31, 1998. 
Drawing will take place on Feb. 4, 1998 



BATHED IN BLUE, DOWN UNDER: 

Festival. At a cost of 160,000 Australian 
the opera house until the end of the festival, Jan. 26 (AFP photo) 


L Sydney's opera house is bathed in blue light for the start of the 1998 Sydney 
ian dollars, 30 high-intensity lights designed for day/night cricket will light 


Germany demands EU action on Algeria 


BONN (AFP) — German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel* 
called Sunday for urgent 
European Union action to 
respond to the continuing 
bloodshed in Algeria. 

Tt is possible to imagine an 
EU troika visit [to Algeria] on 
the political level to propose to 
tbe Algerian government 
cooperation in foe struggle 
against terrorism... and aid to 
victims of tenor,” Mr. Kinkel 
said in a statement 

Mr. Kinkel also said he 
wanted to put the issue on the 
agenda of foe next EU foreign 
minis ters' muring and to 
press Arab counterparts to do 
what they can do halt the 
bloodletting. 

The international communi- 
ty, be said, cannot remain 
“silent and impotgpt" in foe 
face of “fanatical acts" even if 
it is difficult to assist Algeria 
from abroad. 

The EU troika comprises tbe 
present past and future six- 
month chahj nations of the 1-5- 
nation union — Britain, 
Luxembourg and Austria. 

More than 80,000 people 
have died, according to an 
Amnesty Internationa] esti- 


Witnesses, survivors of massacre 
appear on Algerian television 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Witnesses and sur- 
vivors of Algeria's worst reported massacre 
in six years of conflict between tbe govern- 
ment and armed Islamists, appeared on 
national television Saturday night 

Victims, including a nine-month-old 
baby with head injuries, were pictured in 
hospital in the western town of Relizane, in 
the region where foe atrocities occurred 
overnight Tuesday. 

One injured man said he saw the attack- 
ers slit the throats of his wife and seven 
children. 

Some victims were said to have been 
killed with pick-axes. 


People from the villages attacked said 
they recognised some of their assailants as 
coming from the region. 

Others asked the authorities to provide 
villagers with weapons so they could 
defend themselves.. 

Tbe French-language daily Liberie put 
tbe death toll at 412, die biggest slaughter 
since Islamists took up arms against foe 
army-backed secular regime in 1992. 
Official reports said 78 were killed. 

More than 750 people have died over the 
past ten days in a series of massacres, main- 
ly in foe west of the country, according to 
partial tolls given in the press. 


mate, since an Islamist insur- 
gency broke out in the north 
African state in 1992. 

Algeria is a major source of 
oil and gas for Europe, but its 
leadership resents outside 
interference in a conflict that it 
regards, as being under control. 

Mr. Kinkel's appeal was 
issued after the worst known 
massacre since foe insurgency 
began, with more than 400 


reported killed in the western 
region of Relizane last week. 

Mr. Kinkel called upon the 
Algerian government “to seek 
dialogue with all acceptable 
Islamist forces” but stressed 
that diplomatic steps did not 
entail meddling in domestic 
Algerian affairs. 

The leadership of the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
is based in Germany. In a state- 


ment issued in Bonn, the FIS 
called the Relizane slaughter a 
“crime against humanity." 

Me Kinkel said: “The 
German government con- 
demns in the strongest terms 
these terrorist crimes, which 
are in flagrant contradiction to 
the teachings of Islam.” 

“The sufferings of the 
Algerian people must end," he 
added. 


Israel arrests 

Arab- 

American 

ACRE (AFP) — A 
Lebanese- American has 

been arrested in Israel 
accused of violating state 
security for allegedly operat- 
ing with a Lebanese terrorist 
group, police said Sunday. 

The unidentified Christian 
man. who was seized 10 
days ago when he entered 
Israel from foe United Stales, 
was ordered detained for a 
further 10 days by a court 
here on Sunday. 

The court in the northern 
city of Acre also ordered that 
his name not be published, 
court officials said. 

The engineer told police he 
had come to Israel to visit his 
wife's family. 

But police accused him of 
violating state security by 
working for a Lebanese ter- 
rorist organisation whose 
identity was not disclosed. 

Israeli police arrested Nov. 
28 a German who allegedly 
planned to carry out a suicide 
bombing in Israel for the 
Lebanese militia Hizbollah, 
which is fighting to oust the 
Jewish state from south 
Lebanon. In April 1996. 
Hussein Makaded, - a 
Hizbollah agent with a false 
British passport, was severe- 
ly injured when the bomb he 
was preparing blew up in his 
face in a Jerusalem hotel 
room. 


Sunni Muslim leader under fire 
for meeting Israeli chief rabbi 


CAIRO (AFP) — The spiri- 
tual leader of Sunni Muslims 
has been urged to step down 
or face a trial amid it virulent 
protest over his historic meet- 
ing with Israel’s chief rabbi. 

Sheikh Mohammad 
Seyyed Tantawi of Al Azhar, 
the supreme religious author- 
ity in Sunni Islam, sparked 
fury when he held an 
unprecedented meeting in 
Cairo on Dec. 15 with Rabbi 
Israel Lau. 

United by their staunch 
opposition to any step which 
may consecrate “normalisa- 
tion” with Israel, conserva- 
tive ulemas (theologians) at 
Al Azhar have joined faces 
with Egypt's opposition press 
to condemn Sheikh Tantawi. 

The meeting “with a repre- 
sentative of the enemy which 
occupied Arab land weakens 
Muslims and reinforces 
Jews,” the conservative Front 
of Ulemas of Al Azhar, said 
in a statement last week. 

Anti-Israeli lawyer Nabii 
Al Wahsh, meanwhile, sent a 
letter to Sheikh Tantawi urg- 
ing him to resign within 15 
days or he would file a law- 
suit against the Muslim 
leader “on behalf of the' 
Egyptian people." Egypt and 
Israel have been linked by a 
peace treat}' since 1979 but 
relations between the two 
neighbours have soured over 
the deadlock in foe Middle 


East peace process, with 
Cairo blaming Israel for the 
stalemate. 

Sheikh Tantawi has “grave- 
ly offended the homeland. 
[Muslim] religion and even 
Al Azhar which is known for 
its decades-long struggle 
against occupation” by Israel 
of Arab land, said the inde- 
pendent weekly Al Osboh. 

“Shame on Islam. Shame 
on Al Azhar and shame on 
foe sheikh himself.” foe 
opposition Al Arabi weekly 
newspaper said in a front- 
page banner headline. 

Bi-weekly Islamic paper A! 
Shaab urged action against 
Sheikh Tantawi. “It is no 
longer acceptable to keep 
quiet over [foe behaviour of] 
Sheikh Tantawi ” it said in a 
commentary last week. 

Al Shaab also hailed the 
head of the Christian Coptic 
Church. Pope Shenuda HI, 
who systematically refuses to 
meet any Jewish religious 
leaders. 

The independent weekly Al 
Destur suggested that in 
future foe head of Al Azhar 
should be elected rather thnn 
appointed for life. Sheikh 
Tantawi was named by tbe 
government in 1996 when his 
predecessor diqd. 

Dia Raswhan, an expert in 
political affairs at the Al 
Ahram Research Centre, 
voiced surprise over the out- 


cry. 

“Sheikh Tantawi met 

Jewish rabbis in foe United 
States four years ago and 
nobody protested,” Mr. 

Rashwan told AFP. 

“But foe timing of this 
meeting was wrong and coin- 
cided with a heated debate in 
Egypt between opponents 
and partisans of Arab-Israeli 
normalisation.” 

Tbe controversy deepened 
in January 1997 when 
Egyptian intellectuals joined 
forces with Western, Arab 
and Israeli supporters of the 
creation of an Arab-Israeli 
alliance to help back peace 
efforts. 

Sheikh Tantawi. 69, struck 
back by granting numerous 
newspaper and television 
interviews during which he 
stressed that his meeting with 
Rabbi Lau was “merely a 
meeting between men of reli- 
gion to discuss religious 
issues." 

The encounter was not 
politically-motivated and cer- 
tainly did not seek to consol- 
idate “normalisation" efforts. 
Sheikh Tantawi repeated in 
each interview. 

Egyptian government offi- 
cials have kept silent on the 
issue, prompting the govern- 
ment weekly Akhbar Al Yom 
newspaper to accuse them of 
“passivily” 


Turkey denies reports of Kurdish exodus 


ANKARA (AFP) — A 
Turkish government official 
on Sunday dismissed 
reports that thousands of 
Kurds were lining up to flee 
foe country for Europe as 
“propaganda” put about by 
exiled Kurdish rebel groups. 

The Kurdistan National 
Liberation Front recently 
warned in Rome that a “bib- 
lical exodus” of Kurds was 
in preparation and that at 
least 20.000 were ready to 


leave, a figure it said “Could 
increase tenfold.” 

'This is nothing but anti- 
Turkish propaganda orches- 
trated by Kurdish separatist 
groups," said the Turkish 
official who declined to be 
identified. 

However, 'not ail reports 
of a mass exodus have come 
from Kurdish sources. 

In Germany, Bavarian 
border police chief Gerhard 
Hoppe said Saturday that 


some 1 0,000 Kurds were 
preparing to set sail from 
Turkey to Italy in 20 ves- 
sels. Two boats carrying 
more than 1.200 illegal 
immigrants have landed on 
southern Italy’s shores in 
foe last eight days. Most of 
them were Kurds ‘ fleeing 
years of conflict in Turkey's 
southeast which has pitted 
government forces against 
Kurdish separatists. 

The Turkish official 


accused Kurdish groups of 
organising the departure of 
foe illegal immigrants so as 
to embarrass Ankara within 
the international communi- 
ty- 

He called for greater 
cooperation with European 
slates to resolve tlie prob- 
lem. - -•>£, 

Turkey’s Kurdish popula- 
tion is estimated at between 
eight and 15 million. 





Sharif, Shahine to 
join Quinn at Iran 
film festival 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Egypt’s 
star actor and top directs 
Omar Sharif and Yo usscf 
Shahine, have joined veteran 
U.S. actor Anthony 
on the list of guests for Iran's 
film festival next month. 
Bahman Maghssoud-Lou, 
an Iranian director living in 
the U.S., is preparing fix the 
visit by the three celebrities 
to tbe “Fajrf film festival, 
Akhbar newspaper said 
Sunday. The festival will 
screen 14 movies featuring 
Quinn in a tribute to the B2- 
y ear-old Mexican-born actor 
who is very popular in the 
Islamic republic. 

Murdoch, Hope, 
Disney, Montalban 
made papal knights 

LOS ANGELES (AP) - 
Bob Hope, Rupert Murdoch. 
Roy Disney and Ricardo 
Montalban have been 
awarded papal knighthoods 
by Pope John Paul fl, tfe 
Roman Catholic archdiocese 
of Los Angeles announced. 
The comedian, the news 
magnate, the entertainmeiH 
executive and the actor arc 
among 67 men and women 
in the Los Angeles area 
being honoured as knights or 
dames in the pontifical 
Order of Sl Gregory. The 
Pope gives the honorary title 
to people of ‘ 'unblemished 
character,'' including noo- 
Catholics, who have “pro- 
moted foe interests of soci- 
ety, the Catholic church and 
foe Holy See," said the Rev. 
Gregory Coiro, spokesman 
for the archdiocese. 

Hunt ‘faked it 
to the press' over 
Schwarzenegger film 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Diminutive actress Linda 
Hunt, who ' woii an f& 
her portrayal of a -man in 
“The Year of Living 
Dangerously,” says that one 
of her biggest mistakes was 
taking on Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in the film 
“Kindeigarten Cop.” “I was 
so disappointed in that 
movie. I spent so many 
hours on the set doing noth- 
ing, it seemed like such a 
waste of time.” said Hunt 1 
like Arnold, he’s a sweet- 
heart, but I was bored, and 
when I was asked to calk 
about it to the press I sot real 
nervous because I didn’t 
know what to say, so I fated 
it for all these years and kej< 
quiet until now ” 

Woody Allen dis- 
tances himself from 
Harry in new movie 

NEW YORK (AFP) ~ 
Actor-director Woody Alien 
is fed up with people wfaj 
confuse him with tbe 
character of his new fil®- 
“ Deconstructing Harry “ 
the new film, Allen frifflSdt 
plays Hairy Block, ane^ 
ic obsessive writer. “PeoF 
confuse foe details ot 
Harry’s life with ray “p 
when I’m nothing 
Harry,” Allen told the 1** 
York Times. “I don’t drink® 
excess or take pills. 
Harry. I’ve never bad 
nerve or craziness to IddraP 
my son, like Harry,” he 
But he can relate to 
“Harry's philosophy spea» 
tome — I feel tbe same W 
he feels about womc&a&j“ 
science, about phUosopw- 
religion and art” 

Actress Tilly 
loved nude scenes 
with Madsen 
LOS ANGHUES (APR' 

The high-pitched adJP 

who was a supQ 
actress Academy A 
nominee, Jennifer ’nUyrf^; 
she loves doing nude scet** 

“I loved doing a nude 
with Michael Madsen 
"The Getaway" v* ^ 
reaBy nen-ous at 
because on my M 
the set they said, 
meet Michael ^ 
your clothes,* At && 
scary, but you know 
something very 
about taking your cwuws 
in front of 50 people 
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